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CHAPTER I 

      INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background  

English is the important subject at school academic. In studying English 

there are four skills. Heaton (1991: 8) states that the four major skills in 

connecting through language were often mostly defined as listening, speaking, 

reading and writing. Each of them has a close relation and should be an integrative 

way. All of them are the key for students succeed to learn English at school.  

In Indonesia curriculum, reading is the subjects taught in English subject.  

Reading is an important role for students who are in the process of learning a 

language. Junior High School period is the appropriate time to examine their 

reading ability. It is important for students to understand the part of functional 

English texts. Through reading, students can gain a lot of vocabularies as their 

foundation to acquire and learning English and to improve their skills. Moreover, 

a good skill in reading is not only useful for academic life but also for daily life or 

social life. Students will learn several short functional texts which related to their 

daily life. Such as advertisement, memo, announcement, greeting card, invitation, 

letter, etc 

Short functional texts are different from another text. Short functional is 

simple text and easy to understand. It always appears in students’ daily life. 

Students must be familiar and comprehend those texts well. The short functional 
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text is not only on the text form but also can interpret in the picture. One of the 

ways to make a reading class about short functional texts more active is by used 

authentic materials for the students. As stated in the Depdiknas (2006) the 

curriculum for junior high schools, English is targeted to make the students reach 

the functional level, which is to communicate in writing and orally to solve daily 

problems. It means short functional text must be mastered well by the student. The 

main concern is to give the student knowledge about the function of short 

functional text itself and how to comprehend those texts. 

In 7
th

 grade students in Junior High School were already to study about 

short functional text. It is based on their syllabus that they used in their school. It 

means the students are familiar with short functional text. So the researcher is 

focus to 8
th

 grade. Learning English in Junior High School include learning 

monolog text or genres (descriptive, reports, procedures, narrative and recount) 

and also short functional text). 

The benefit of learning functional text is easier for students to understand 

every bit of information around them. Those things that seem trivial but it is 

important because in the public areas and even in the school environment many 

are taking command in the English language. 

Students ability has the own level and has different ability. It might cause 

by the environment, need and purpose. Lohman, (1994) stated that the ability level 

means the characteristic mode of functioning that an individual shows in 

intellectual activities in a highly consistent and persuasive way. The ability can 

easily be defined as “ability to perform activities to the required standards using 
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an approximate mixture of knowledge, skill, and attitude”. All these aspects must 

be present if science is to be effective for students. It is not only knowledge but 

students’ understanding of how that knowledge can be applied.  

 All in all, in this research the researcher has a desire to find out the 

students’ ability to classify the term of short functional text by reading the text. 

Theoretically, the researcher expected to give a real portrait about students’ ability 

in classifying short functional text. Practically, this research is expect can give 

much information about students’ ability. In order the student’s knowledge about 

short functional text increasingly. 

 

1.2 Research Question  

Here were the lists of the problems that were discussed and analyzed in 

this thesis in order to guide this study: 

  1. What is the students’ ability in recognizing the types of short functional text? 

  2. What is the type of short functional text that students master well?   

 

1.3 Objective of the Research 

The purpose of this study is to measure the student’s ability of to classify 

the types of short functional text. The second purpose is to build the students’ 

awareness about how important to learn the types of short functional text 
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1.4 Limitation of the Research  

1.4.1 For students 

The students would know how their ability in classifying the term of 

short functional text. 

 

1.4.2 For researcher 

It is expected that the researcher would know how the student 

ability to classify the types of short functional text. It can be a good 

experience for the researcher. So, the researcher wants to know what 

things should be taught for students about short functional text. 

 

1.4.3 Pedagogic Significant 

It is expected to understanding what things would have to support 

student ability. Also the selection of terms that we should use to describe 

and classify the short functional text  

 

1.5 Key terms of the Research 

1.5.1 Student ability 

             Is a natural capacity or talents of each individual student. 

 

1.5.2 Short functional text 

             Is not only a text but also a picture that has a particular meaning. 

Short functional text could be in English and Indonesian language. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

  

2.1. The Definition of Reading  

Reading is about understanding written text. This skill is dominated by 

using eyes. Then also exercise the eyes and the brain. Reading consists of two 

related processes, word recognition, and comprehension. Reading is the most 

important foreign language skill, because the other skills like listening, speaking 

and writing involving reading as their part of the activity. Based on Janet (1991) 

there are three prominent ideas emerge as most critical for understanding what 

“learning to read” means: Reading is a process undertaken to reduce uncertainty 

about meanings a text conveys.  The process results from a negotiation of meaning 

between the text and its reader.  A reader uses knowledge, expectations, and 

strategies to cover textual meaning all play decisive roles way the reader 

negotiates with the text’s meaning in order to get the contextual meaning.   

Reading is also meant as dealing with language messages in written or 

printed form or process of people to learn and get knowledge by an understanding 

of the text or printed words as stated Hedgcock (2009: 15). Then people have 

interpreted it as process of information. Harmer (2001) stated reading is used for 

other purposes too: any exposure to English (provided students understand it more 

or less) was a good thing for English students”.  

According to Nunan (1999), reading is a process of reconstructing 

meaning rather than decoding form and the reader only resorts to decode if other 
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means fail. He also says that reading usually conceived of as a solitary activity in 

which the reader interacts with the text in isolation. Most people do the silent 

reading. They need an isolation environment to comprehend the reading. 

Bernhardt in Murcia (2001) stated that reading is an interactive and socio 

cognitive process involving a text, a reader, and a social context. It is based on the 

activity of reading take place in some current study. The comprehending reading 

needs some components. As stated before, the components are a text, a reader and 

social context. These components cannot be apart. People read need a text to read 

which related to the social context. 

 

2.2 Kinds of Reading 

Studying about reading cannot be separated by kinds of English lesson. 

Because reading skill is taught by study some texts to get information such as 

short texts, longer texts, and complete books. There are two kinds of reading. 

There are extensive reading and intensive reading. 

 

2.2.1 Extensive Reading 

Harmer (2001) stated that extensive reading is a source of learning and a 

source of enjoyment. For extensive reading in class Teacher usually tells students 

to look for the text from various media such as from newspaper, magazine, novels, 

picture and from any source that students like and understand. Through the 

extensive reading it can increase the students’ knowledge a lot of things related to 

reading material that they learn in the school. 
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In this case, extensive reading has a close relationship with this research. 

The researcher would give them types of short functional text based on the things 

that they see in their daily life. 

 

2.2.2 Intensive Reading 

Intensive reading has involved the students in reading the text. In order to 

get the students enthusiastically in class, the researcher needs to work to create an 

interesting topic. In another hand intensive reading is how to get students attention 

to read the text. In this case extensive reading is useful for the researcher. The 

researcher using a picture to get student attention an order they are not bored when 

the tests do. 

 

2.3 Reading strategy 

Reading is an activity to understand, analyze, and permeates what is stated 

in a passage or text. To read definitely need some strategy to understand the text 

material. The researcher would give some strategies for reading a short functional 

text based on Mikulecky, & Jeffries (1996) 

 

2.3.1 Scanning  

It is a reading technique which requires students to scan specific 

information in short functional text very quickly. Students do not have to read all 

the text. This means that students already know what information they will look 
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for. Thus, students focus on searching the information by reading text quickly 

over the page. After scanning, readers may reread to skim.  

 

2.3.2 Skimming  

It is a technique to read at high speed to obtain any information from short 

functional text. It involves students skim or by skipping the main ideas to see 

main text. In order student can limit the time when answer the questionnaire. 

  

2.4 Reading with Visual  

Students need to learn visually and teachers need to learn to teach visually. 

Wileman (1993) defines visual as the ability to read, interprets, and understands 

information presented in pictorial or graphic images. Associated with visual 

literacy is visual thinking, described as “the ability to turn information of all types 

into pictures, graphics, or forms that help communicate the information. As 

quoted by Branton (1999) the use of images is a specific language in the sense that 

images are used to communicate messages that must be decoded in order to have 

meaning  

 

2.5 Short functional text definition 

Anderson (1997:3) stated that functional text has used for everyday 

information. Short functional text is a text to give information or warning to the 

listener or reader that something is important to be known. It presents the 

information or an idea and aims to show, to tell people or to persuade the readers. 
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In junior high school the student must understand the meaning of short functional 

text to interact with their friends, parents, teachers, or people around them. 

Students can express their ideas in the form of short functional text using many 

types of language style.  

According to Cameron and Myers (2013: iii) functional text is a text which 

has the purpose to give the reader specific information or to help the reader for 

their daily activity. Short functional text has some types namely shopping lists, 

advertisements, announcements, greeting cards, instructions, notice, invitation, 

label, and schedule. But in this study the researcher would be focus to five type of 

short functional text. It is familiar in student’s daily life. There are:  

 

1. Announcement 

An announcement is a statement addressed to public to provide 

information that something has happened or is going to happen 

2. Advertisement 

Advertisement can be defined as typical information used to persuade an 

audience (readers or listeners) to do something or to take some action. This type 

usually contains the name of a product or service and the explanation of how the 

product or service benefits to the reader. 

3. Instruction    

Instruction is information that use in order that other person does what 

we want to instruct or request or to instruct the person to do something, or to do 

stop doing to doing something. 
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4. Schedule  

A list of planned activities or things to be done showing the times 

or dates when they are intended to happen or be done. 

5. Notice 

Notice is defined as advanced notification or warning. People usually use 

notice to give information, instruction or warning. That’s why in the notice, 

people use a simple word with a simple font which is written in a placard or 

notice board. 

6. Label 

Label or commonly called "product label" is a term which refers to 

printed information affixed on a particular article or a container of product. 

Labels function to communicate product-specific information to the consumers 

and encourage a purchase. 

 

2.6 Students’ Ability Definition 

Generally, ability is sometimes defined in terms of individual's 

performance. In this study the ability of student consists of 4 categories based on 

the score classification. There are good to excellent, average to good, poor to 

average, and poor. As stated by Lohman, (1994) the scores for each person are 

reflected in the variance component will generally show high correlations with the 

intercept of the regression model, the student score shows interesting and 

reference abilities. 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/list
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/plan
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/activity
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/showing
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/times
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/date
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/intended
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/happen
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The ability level also enables the students to understand and transfer 

understanding from one situation to another. Most of what is taught in science 

requires formal thinking ability, which is reasoning based on abstraction rather 

than concrete experience as stated by Greeno (1996). 

 

2.7 The Influence of Student’s Ability 

  Student’s ability is not static but can be influenced and modified by 

environmental factors. Activities at home and at school can also have a positive 

effect on student’s ability and school achievement. The other factor that 

influenced the student’s ability is the ability of the student to remember the 

information that they gained in the school. It can call as short term memory and 

long term memory 

Short term memory is the information that currently aware to think and it 

is the very short time that students keep the information and the capacity to keep a 

small amount of information in mind. Short term memory is very brief and 

limited. Short term memory consists of phonological loop visual - spatial sketch 

pad and central executive. As stated by Baddeley (1996) Short term memory is 

divided into different slave system for different types of input items. The example 

of how short memories can affect the ability of students. In research instrument, 

there are questions in form of text. The text has many of sentence and new 

vocabulary. But students have studied the text before. But there is no repetition of 

information. It makes the student could forget the information. Based on the 
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instrument of this research the category of short term memory were instruction, 

and label.  

Long term memory has an unlimited capacity. Long term memory is 

relatively brief and limited. The piece of information is transferred into long term 

memory and relatively as permanent information in mind.  Abbot (2002) suggests 

that long-term memory is that more permanent store in which information can 

reside in a dormant state, out of mind, and unused  until you fetch it back into 

consciousness. Long term memory in general, students are able to recall 

information related to the physical like what seen, felt, touch, and hearing. 

Information stored in long term memory and usually is well remembered by 

students. This occurs in research questions related to images and a keyword of 

remember able functional text. Students are better able to explore the information 

because they often see the images in their daily life. Based on the instrument of 

this research the category of long term memory were notice, advertisement and 

announcement. 

 

2.8 Previous Related Research 

Researcher has been finding out the similar study. But the most of the 

study are belongs to CAR and used writing skill. Here are the previously related 

researchers that almost have the similar study. 

This research has been studied previously titled developing interactive 

multimedia for short functional text reading for grade VII of SMPN 4 Yogyakarta 
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in the academic year 2015/2016 by Sabiqun Nahar. The similarities of this 

research talked about short functional text. The difference was the research focus 

by using multimedia as a media. This study was found out the target and learning 

need of Grade VII student of SMPN 4 Yogyakarta. The respondent was 62 student 

of grade VII. The procedure adopted a model of multimedia instructional design 

process by Lee and Owens (2004). The data from the need analysis were analyzed 

quantitatively using frequency and percentage and the data obtained from expert 

judgment were analyzed through descriptive analysis. The result was showed that 

the student mainly learned English to be able to communicate using English and 

to score well in the exam. They considered themselves lacking pronunciation, 

vocabulary, grammar and reading comprehension related to short functional text. 

The mean score for the data was 3.78 and that for the whole media aspect was 

3.82 which was in the range of 3.25 < x < 4 and fell into the category of very 

good. 

The second was studying about improving the students’ ability in writing 

short functional text through inside-outside circles technique by Armi Sanytasari. 

The similarity of the research was discussed about improve short functional text 

for Junior high school. The difference is this research using inside-outside circle 

and using an experimental design. The population of this study is the tenth grade 

of SMK Negeri 8 Semarang. This study is using sampling technique. The number 

of sample was 62 students that consist of 36 student of X RPL 2 who were taught 

by using inside-outside circle technique and 36 student of X RPL 1 who were 

taught by lecturing technique. The result is the use of inside-outside circle 
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technique to improve the students’ ability is writing short functional text is 

significant. 

The third titled improving students reading comprehension of short 

functional text by using team-pair solo technique by Yulianto G. The purpose of 

this study was to improve student ability comprehension of short functional text 

by using team-pair-technique at SMP PGRI 4 Pontianak in academic year 

2011/2012. The similarities were to find out students ability of short functional 

text. The difference the research used a team-pair-technique to get the data.  The 

study was work in small group, pair and individual. This study was using 

classroom action research to solve the problems that occurred in the class, which 

was student difficulty in comprehending a short functional text involving main 

idea, supporting details, vocabulary and reference. The participant was eighth 

grade student which consist of 32 students. Study was done in two cycles. To 

collect the data the researcher used written test, observation checklist tables, and 

field note. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 

3.1 Design of the Research 

This research was design as a quantitative approach. Quantitative 

approach has used for investigating the ability of each student. This type of 

approach was investigating object mathematically through statistical program 

Creswell (1994). The Approach of the study was descriptive statistic. Descriptive 

statistic was to describe of the result that has been gotten from the test that given 

to the students.  

 

3.2 Population and Sample  

3.2.1. Population 

The population of this study was all of 8
th

 grade in SMPN 7 Muaro Jambi. 

There were eight classes of 8
th

 grade in SMPN 7 Muaro Jambi. The consideration 

of choosing 8
th

 grade as participants was at this previous semester students almost 

had learn about short functional text and in this semester the 8
th

 grade also learn 

about functional text 

 

3.2.2. Sampling Technique 

The sample of this study was 8b class. It consists of 19 Male and Female. 

The sample of this study was suggested by the teacher at the school. Sample was 

an important consideration in qualitative research.  Based on Roxy (2008) a data 
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sample was set of data collected or selected from a statistical population. The 

technique of the sample was purposive sampling.  

 

3.3 Instrument of the Research 

3.3.1 The Test   

All the questions researcher modified and adapted from internet source 

(Middle web.com, Bahasa inggris mudah.com, English admin.com, Kelas bahasa 

Igggris.com) There are twenty-five multiple choices. The language of the test that 

has used by the researcher was bilingual English and Bahasa Indonesia.  

Multiple choices were the simple test technique commonly used by test-

maker. It can be used any condition of the situation. It is supported by Hughes 

(2005:75) who states the most obvious advantage of multiple choice is that 

scoring can be perfectly reliable.      

                         Table 3.3.1 Specification of the test question 

No Short Functional text Number of Question 
*Short term 

*Long Term 

1 Announcement text Q3, Q7, Q14, Q17 S.T 

2 Instruction text Q1, Q5, Q11, Q 19 L.T 

3 Schedule text Q8. Q13, Q18,Q23 L.T 

4 Advertisement Q9, Q12, Q20, Q21, Q24 S.T 

5 Notice Q2, Q4, Q6,Q10,Q15 S.T 

6 Label Q16, Q22, Q25 S.T 
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3.4 Reliability of the Test  

Basically, this research was about measuring the test. The research 

instrument must be accurate on the data. Based on Brown (2001:20) reliability 

means consistent and dependent. Reliability was a concern to an extent to which 

what a particular technique will be product the same kinds of result or carried out. 

To get the reliability the researcher has been carrying out the research in 

school. To test the reliability and measure the reliability of the test must be 

conducted at the same level. As both of class 8b and class 8c were on the same 

level. For the first, the tests were distributed for class 8c and then it turns to class 

8b. The test has been trying out on April, 26 2017. The test analyzed by using 

SPSS and analyzed by Cronbach’s Alpha. The interpretation of the reliability of the 

test as follows: 

Table 3.5.1 The Index Reliability 

 

 

Adopted from William (2013) 

 

 

Index Reliability Reliability 

0.00 – 0.199 Very low 

0.20 – 0.399 Low 

0.40 – 0.599 Enough 

0.60 – 0.799 Strong 

0.80 – 1.000 Very Strong 
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Table 3.5.2 Reliability of the Test 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Based on the result of reliability above, its mean the test was reliable and 

accepted to give the real sample of this research data. 

 

3.5  Data Procedure 

The tests were distributed to eight grade of SMPN 7 Muaro Jambi. 

Student answered the question on the paper based on the instruction. The 

researcher was not used random sampling to ensure the data. To answer the whole 

question researcher give sixty minutes to answer the question 

 

3.6 Technique of Data Analysis 

After giving the test to all student participants, the researcher collected the 

data and conducted editing the score. The result of data collected was analyzed by 

using SPSS version 16.0. In analyzing the data, the researcher used descriptive 

analysis process to know the frequency of students’ ability to recognizing the 

short functional text.                                       

 

Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's 

Alpha N of Items 

.678 26 
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Table 3.7 

The classification of level proficiency 

 

No Score Classification of  Mastery 

1. 80-100 Good to excellent 

2. 60-79 Average to good 

3. 50-59 Poor to average 

4. 0-49 Poor 

 

3.6.1 Scoring 

The score was going to be determining the students who were success or 

failed. SPSS was used too in counting the total score of the test by totalizing the 

score of each item. The score 100 was the highest score. Each of items was scored 

4 if the answer was correct. The score of incorrect answer scored 0. The students 

who got the score more than 70 were going to be success and  who got less than 70 

were going to be failed. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

This chapter presents findings and discussion on student's ability to 

recognize the types of short functional text  

4.1    Findings 

This research was focused on student's ability to recognize the types of 

short functional text by the second-grade student of SMP Negeri 7 Muaro Jambi. 

The VII B grades were chosen as a participant in this research. 

 

4.1.1   Demographic Information 

The process to get the data was conducted on 27
th

 April 2017. The 

participants were 28 students in VIII B grade in academic 2016/2017. The 

participant of this research consisted of 19 Male and 9 Female.  

Figure 1 

Chart of Participant Gender 
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4.1.2 The Frequency of students’ Ability 

The final scores gotten would tell the ability and level of 

competence a student has attained. The grades can also be used to 

observe and measure their ability. 

Table 4.2.2 

The Frequency of students’ Ability 

No Student 
Total 

Score       Classification    % 
Correct Incorrect 

1 Q1 24 1 96.0 

Good to excellent 25 

2 Q2. 23 2 92.0 

3 Q3 22 3 88.0 

4 Q4 21 4 84.0 

5 Q5 20 5 84.0 

6 Q6 20 5 80.0 

7 Q7 20 5 80.0 

8 Q8 19 6 76.0 

Average to good 
39.28 

 

9 Q9 19 6 76.0 

10 Q10 18 7 72.0 

11 Q11 18 7 72.0 

12 Q12 17 8 68.0 

13 Q13 17 8 68.0 

14 Q14 17 8 68.0 

15 Q15 16 9 64.0 

16 Q16 16 9 64.0 

17 Q17 15 10 60.0 

18 Q18 15 10 60.0 

29 Q29 14 11 56.0 

Poor to average 28.57 

20 Q20 14 11 56.0 

21 Q21 14 11 56.0 

22 Q22 14 11 56.0 

23 Q23 14 11 56.0 

24 Q24 13 12 52.0 

25 Q25 13 12 52.0 

26 Q26 13 13 52.0 

27 Q27 12 14 48.0 
Poor 7,15 

28 Q28 10 15 40.0 
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Figure 2 

Chart students’ Average Score 

 
 

 

 

The table and the chart showed that seven students (25%) got the score of 

96, 92, 88, 84 and 80. They belong to Good to excellent category. Eleventh 
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Q8 
23% 

Q13 
23% Q18 

26% 

Q23 
28% 

Frequency of Schedule 

Q8

Q13

Q18

Q23

student (39.28%) got the score of 76, 72, 68, 64 and 60. They belong to Average 

to good. Eight students (28,28) got the score 56 and 52. They belong to Poor to 

average. The last one was two students got score 48 and 40. They belong to Poor. 

 

4.2 The Frequency of students’ ability in recognize the types of short 

functional text 

 

4.2.1 Schedule  

Figure 3 

Chart Frequency of Schedule 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From chart frequency of schedule it could be seen that on Q8 student 

ability to recognize the schedule was 23%. There were seven students answer the 

correct one and eleven students answered incorrectly. The text has used a table 

that shows a sport extracurricular activity schedule. 
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Q2 
22% 

Q4 
24% 

Q6 
20% 

Q10 
23% 

Q15 
11% 

Frequency of Notice 

Q2

Q4

Q6

Q10

Q15

Item Q13 it could be seen that on Q13 student ability to recognize the 

schedule was 23%. There were seven students answer the correct one and eleven 

students answered incorrectly. The text has used a table about Jakarta student’s 

tour activity. 

For item Q18 the chart showed that there were 26%. There were twenty 

students who have made the correct answer and eight students who have chosen 

the incorrect answer. The used school schedule question. 

For item Q23 the chart showed that there were 28%. The analysis indicated 

that twenty-one students answered the correct one and seven student answered 

incorrectly. The text has used a table that shows playing football, tennis and 

basketball schedule. 

 

4.2.3. Notice 

Figure 4 

Chart Frequency of Notice 
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From the chart above the frequency of Q2 was showed 22%. There was 

twenty-three student answered the correct one and five Students answered the 

incorrect one. The text question has used a picture. 

For item Q4 showed 24% frequency. There were twenty-five students who 

have made the correct answer and three students who have chosen the incorrect 

one. The text was showed no smoking on the picture. 

For the item Q6, this item showed 20%. There were twenty-one students 

who have made the correct answer and seven answers the incorrect answer. The 

text question has used stop picture. 

Item Q10 it could be seen that on Q10 student ability to recognize the 

schedule was 23%. There were twenty-four students who answered the correct 

answer and four students who answered the incorrect answer. The text question 

has used picture 

Item Q15 it could be seen that on Q15 student ability to recognize the 

schedule was 23%. There were twelve students who have made the correct answer 

and sixteen students who made the wrong answer. The text question has used a 

picture of please close the door. 

4.2.4 Announcement 

From the chart below the frequency of announcement it could be seen that 

on Q3 student ability to recognize the schedule was 27%. There were twenty-four 

students who answered the correct answer and four students who answer the 
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Q3 
27% 

Q7 
21% 

Q14 
26% 

Q17 
26% 

Frequency of Announcement 

Q3

Q7

Q14

Q17

incorrect answer. The text question has used announcement from the head of 

library. 

From chart frequency of schedule it could be seen that on Q7 student 

ability to recognize the schedule was 21%. There were nineteen students who 

made the correct answer and nine students who made the incorrect answer. The 

text question has used OSIS Chairperson announcement. 

For item Q14 the frequency showed 26% of student ability. There were 

twenty-four students who answered the correct answer and four students who 

answer the incorrect answer. The test was showed announcement for students in 

grade nine. 

Item Q17 showed that 26% of student ability to answer the announcement 

question. There were twenty-four students who answered the correct answer and 

four students who answer the incorrect answer. The question was about the 

announcement from English Teacher for all 8
th

-grade students. 

Figure 5 

Chart Frequency of Announcement 

 

 

 

 

 



27 
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Q1

Q5

Q11

Q19

4.2.4 Instruction 

Figure 6 

Chart Frequency of Instruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From chart the frequency of instruction it could be seen that on Q1 was 

34%. There were twenty-one student answered the correct answered and seven 

students were made incorrect answer. The text question was about giving 

instruction list by list.  

For item Q5 that showed 26% of students ability frequency. There were 

sixteen students who made the correct answer and twelve students who made the 

incorrect answer. The text question was about giving a direction by using the 

dialogue. 
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For item Q11 it could be seen that on Q11 was 22%. There were fourteen 

students who answered the correct answer and fourteen students who answered 

the incorrect answer. The text question was about instruction by used the dialogue. 

For item Q19 that showed 18% of students ability frequency. There were 

eleven students who have chosen the correct answer and seventeen students who 

have chosen the incorrect answer. The test was about instruction for students in 

grade nine to make their class clean before they were left the classroom. 

 

4.2.5 Advertisement 

Figure 7 

Chart Frequency of Advertisement 

 

 

 

 

From chart frequency of advertisement it could be seen that on Q9 student 

ability to recognize the advertisement was 19%. There were fourteen students who 
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have made correct answer and fourteen students who have made the incorrect 

answer. The text question showed food advertisement in the picture. 

In item Q12 was showed 20% of students’ ability frequency. The analysis 

indicated those fifteen students who have made incorrect answer and thirteen 

students who have made incorrect answer. The text showed drink product on the 

picture. 

In item 20 was showed 20% student ability to recognize the advertisement. 

There were seventeen students who have chosen the correct answer and eleven 

students who have chosen the incorrect. The text was showed about toothpaste 

product on the picture. 

Item for Q21 it could be seen that on Q21 was 24%. There were fourteen 

students who answered correct answer and fourteen students who answered 

incorrect answer. The text question was about acne cleaner product on the picture 

On the chart Q24 it could be seen that Q24 was 21%. There were sixteen 

students who made the correct answer and twelve students who made the incorrect 

answer. The text question was showed Barbie product on the picture. 

4.2.5 Label 

From the chart below the frequency of label it could be seen that on Q16 

student ability to recognize the schedule was 36%. The analysis indicated there 

were twenty-two students who have chosen the correct answer and six students 
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Q16 
36% 

Q22 
37% 

Q25 
27% 

Frequency of Label 

Q16

Q22

Q25

who have chosen the incorrect answer. The text was showed the t-shirt label in the 

picture. 

Item Q22 was showed 37% frequency of students’ ability. There were 

twenty-three students who have answered correct answer and five students who 

have answered incorrect answered. The text was about food label on the picture. 

For item Q25 it could be seen that the frequency of students’ ability was 

27%. There were seventeen students who answered correct answer and eleven 

students who answered incorrect answer. The text question was showed a food 

label on the picture. 

 

Figure 8 

Chart Frequency of Label 
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4.3 The frequency of crosstabs  

  The purpose of crosstabs was to show the relationship between different 

variables of categorical data. Crosstabs help researcher to show the proportion of 

cases in subgroups. In other words, researcher could get the frequency distribution 

table. The researcher has and one layer variable with two categories there are the 

Male student and Female students. The purpose of used the crosstabs was 

researcher want to find out the different score was gotten by male student and 

female student. 

Based on the table below the score of 44 was gotten by 1 male student and 

female student was not got the score. The score of 48 was gotten by 1 female 

student and male student was not got the score. The score of 52 was gotten by 1 

male student and 2 students. The score of 56 was gotten by 5 male students and 

the female student was not having the score. The score of 60 was gotten by 2 

students and female student was not got the score. Score of 64 was gotten by 2 

students and female student was not got the score. Score of 68 was gotten by 1 

male student and 2 female students. A score of 72 was gotten by 2 male students 

and female student was not having the score. A score of 76 was gotten by 1 

student and also 1 female student. Score of 80 was gotten by 1 student and also 1 

female student having the score. The score of 84 was gotten by 1 student and also 

1 female student. The score of 88 was gotten by 1 student and female student was 

not having the score. The score of 92 was gotten by 1 female student and male 

http://www.statisticshowto.com/frequency-distribution-table/
http://www.statisticshowto.com/frequency-distribution-table/
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student was not having the score. The last one is the score of 96 was gotten by 1 

student and female student was not having the score 

Table 4.3 

         The frequency of crosstabs 

 

Score * Gender Crosstabulation 

Count 

   

  

Gender 

Total 

  

Male Female 

Score 40 

1 0 1 

48 0 1 1 

52 1 2 3 

56 5 0 5 

60 2 0 2 

64 2 0 2 

68 1 2 3 

72 2 0 2 

76 1 1 2 

80 1 1 2 

84 1 1 2 

88 1 0 1 

92 0 1 1 

96 1 0 1 
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Score * Gender Crosstabulation 

Count 

   

  

Gender 

Total 

  

Male Female 

Score 40 

1 0 1 

48 0 1 1 

52 1 2 3 

56 5 0 5 

60 2 0 2 

64 2 0 2 

68 1 2 3 

72 2 0 2 

76 1 1 2 

80 1 1 2 

84 1 1 2 

88 1 0 1 

92 0 1 1 

96 1 0 1 

Total 

19 9 28 

 

 

4.4 Discussion 
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The purpose of this study was to describe the student’s ability to recognize 

the types of short functional text. This study of this research was contrary to the 

previous research. It was caused by the different of used the subject of research, 

the instrument of research and the theory of research.     

There were three research questions that guide this study to gain the 

purpose of this research: 1) what is the students’ ability in recognize the types of 

short functional text? 2) What is the type of short functional text that students 

master well?  

The first one based on the result of the test, it showed that 7 students 

(25%) out of 28 students belong in Good to Excellent frequency in recognizing 

the functional text. Then, of the 11 student (39.28%) out of 28 students belong 

Average to good and of the 8 students (28.57%) out of 28 students belong in Poor 

to good and the last one was of the 2 students (7, 15%) belong in Poor. It means 

the ability of the students were in Average to good. It was evidenced from the test 

results that show that 11 students from 28 students got the score of 60 to 70.  

The second one based on the finding result most of student showed that the 

type of short functional test that many of students answered correctly was a notice. 

Notice, advertisement and label were categorized by long term memory. It was 

caused the whole of question used the image. The image was simple and easy to 

find the picture in public area, and notice was easy to remember. It means when 

teacher asked about notice it would make students easy to store the information 

and recall the information in their brain. As stated by (Redish, 2003) long-term 

memory can hold vast quantities of facts and data for long periods of time, but to 
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access this information must be activated by being brought into working memory. 

The type of instruction, announcement and schedule was categorized by short 

term memory. This type was the most questions that the student answered 

incorrectly. It was caused by the question was used the form of the text and long 

text. It would make the students were hard to remember the question. As stated by 

(Redish, 2003) Short term memory was limited in size and the length of time it 

can hold information, and was thought to contain distinct verbal and visual parts. 

Most of students have short term memory. It was proven by student lowest score 

It was important to mention that visual materials or it calls as a picture was 

able created a harmony between the students’ ability and the score that student 

gained. As stated by Oxford (2001) students would face of variety of learning. 

They would feel confused when following oral instructions and conversations. But 

it was not for visual material. The students would enjoy learning with interesting 

visual. If the students feel comfortable with the materials and the methodology, 

they are expected to perform well, feel confident and experience low anxiety 

(Oxford, 2001). Therefore, students expected to be more participative and feel 

more motivated. The theory supports this research because the most common the 

question that answering true answer was a question that used the picture. The 

theory also supports the theory that researcher used about extensive reading and 

Intensive reading Jeremy Harmer (2001) was involved the student in reading the 

text. In order to get the student enthusiastically in class, the researcher needs to 

work to create an interest topic. In another hand, intensive reading is how to get 

student attention to read the text.  



36 
 

Reading strategy was one of an important thing to this theory of the 

research. Reading was an activity to understand, analyze, and permeates what is 

stated in a passage or text. To read is definitely need of some strategy to 

understand the text material. Based on Beatrice Mikulecky & Jeffries (1996) 

requires to do the skimming and scanning the question. It was a reading technique 

which requires students to scan specific information in short functional text very 

quickly. Students do not have to read all the text. This means that students already 

know what information they will look for. Thus, students focus on searching the 

information by reading text quickly over the page. After scanning, readers may 

reread to skim It involves students skim or by skipping the main ideas to see main 

text. This theory was useful for the student because of the limitation of the time.  

Over all, based on the finding, the students’ ability in recognize the types 

of the short functional text was average good with the mean score 39.28%. The 

most common question that student cannot answer good was instruction and 

announcement. Based on the demographic test, it showed that 25% of the seven 

students were in Good to Excellent frequency. Then, 39.28% of the eleven 

students were in Average to good and 28.57% of the eight students were in Poor 

to good and the last one is 7,15% of the two students were in Poor. It means the 

ability of the students were in Average to good. It was evidenced by the test 

results that show that 11 students from 28 students got the score of 60 to 70. 

 

 

 


