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ABSTRACT 

This research was conducted to know the students’ ability of the eighth 

grade students at SMPN 28 Tanjung Jabung Timur in comprehending English 

descriptive text. This research employed a descriptive research. The subjects of 

the research were 42 students of the eighth grade students at SMPN 28 Tanjung 

Jabung Timur. Reading comprehension test was used as the instrument of this 

research. The test was used to obtain the data about the students’ ability in 

comprehending English descriptive text. 

In general, the finding shows that majority of the students had “low 

ability” in comprehending English descriptive text. It was proved by the finding 

that 66.67% of the students had “low ability” in the test. In specific, the finding 

shows that the students’ ability in identifying topic and social function of English 

descriptive text was good. It was proved by the finding that 47.62% of the 

students had “good ability” in this point. The students’ ability in identifying detail 

and factual information of English descriptive text was low. It was proved by the 

finding that 50% of the students had “low ability” in this point. The students’ 

ability in checking reference words of English descriptive text was “very low”. It 

was proved by the finding that 38.10% of the students had “very low ability” in 

this point. The students’ ability in checking vocabulary items of English 

descriptive text was low. It was proved by the finding that 35.71% of the students 

had “low ability” in this point. 

Key terms: ability, reading comprehension, descriptive text

 
I. Introduction 

Reading is one of the important skills, which has a significant 

contribution to the success of learning, in daily life, and working-world. 

Finochiaro and Bonomo (1973, as cited in Tarigan, 2008) stated that reading 

is bringing meaning to and getting meaning from printed or written material,  

picking as well as understanding the meaning or significance contained in the 

written material. Moreover, Komiyama (2009: 32) stated that “reading 
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supports the development of overall proficiency and provides access to 

crucial information at work and in school”. 

Comprehending a text of reading is a complex process in which the 

students use their ability to find out the information or messages from the 

text. It means that the students have to be able to understand the meaning of a 

reading text because the ability to read is not only reading the text loudly and 

correctly, but also the ability to comprehend, to absorb, and get something 

from what they read. If students can read the words but do not understand 

what they are reading, they are not really reading. Hence, having a good 

reading skill and being able to comprehend a reading text are the very 

important things. 

Since English is a foreign language in Indonesia, there is possibility that 

students may get difficulties in comprehending English texts. This is probably 

because of faulting in identification and recognition of word, limited 

knowledge of vocabulary, limited comprehension abilities or strategies, and 

so on.  At junior high school level, there are some genres of English text that 

taught to the students. They are descriptive text, procedure text, narrative text, 

report text, and recount text. The descriptive text is one of the genres that 

must be mastered by students in learning English. In this research, the 

researcher focuses on the student’s comprehension of English descriptive 

text. 

In the aspect of reading, it is significant for the students of junior high 

school to have a good ability in comprehending genres of English text 

(descriptive, procedure, narrative, report, and recount) as ability to understand 

and comprehend English descriptive texts since they usually will appear in 

the national final examination of English subject. Therefore, they are 

demanded to have a good skill or ability in comprehending English texts in 

order to make them ready and able to answer the questions when they are 

facing the national final examination. They are not required to understand 

each individual part of the sentence or paragraph, but they should understand 

the message or the information that is conveyed by the text. It is not only 

about the national final examination, the student’s ability of reading 

comprehension is required since they are in junior high school level, before 

they continue to the next level learning about English language in senior high 

school or even in a university. 
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Realizing that reading comprehension skill is a very crucial thing to be 

achieved by the students since they are in junior level, the researcher is 

interested to conduct the study that analyze their ability in comprehending a 

reading text related to one of the types of English text, that is English 

descriptive text. 

 

II. Related Literature 

a. Ability 

The ability can also be called as a potential. The ability of a person will 

participate in determining an outcome. The ability or the potential that exist 

within each individual can be learned and developed in order to become 

better. Thoha (2007) stated that the ability is someone’s aptitude that is 

gained from birth, learning or education, and experiences. 

b. Reading Comprehension 

Reading needs a comprehension to understand the context and to get 

information from the text. Reading is a communication between the reader 

and the writer. It is line with Zare and Othman (2013: 188) who stated that 

“reading is a cognitive activity in which the reader takes part in a 

conversation with the author through the text”. Moreover, Nuttal (1982, as 

cited in Eliza and Jufri, 2012) said that reading is a process of interaction 

between the reader, the writer, and text of reading. In this process, the ability 

to process information required to generate understanding and 

comprehension. 

Moreover, reading comprehension is the act of understanding of what the 

readers read. According to Yang (2002, as cited in Akarsu & Harputlu, 2014: 

61), “Successful reading comprehension is a complete grasp of meaning in a 

text in which dynamic and growing appreciation of interrelationships in the 

text is required”. It is an intentional, active, and interactive process that 

occurs before, during, and after the readers read a particular piece of writing. 

Good comprehension depends on whether the readers can extract and retain 

the important ideas from what they have read, not on how fast they read. 

c. Descriptive Text 

In learning English language, especially in reading subject, junior high 

school students are demanded to understand the kinds of English text. There 
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are several types of text in English language, namely narrative, recount, 

descriptive, report, explanation, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, 

procedure, discussion, review, anecdote, spoof, and news item. In general, 

there are only five types of English text that taught to the students of junior 

high school in Indonesia. They are descriptive, procedure, narrative, recount, 

and report text. 

Descriptive text is one of types of English text that is taught at junior 

high school besides procedure, narrative, recount, and report text. Gerot and 

Wignell (1994, as cited in Zainuddin, 2015: 14) emphasized that “the term 

description is concerned with the aspect of describing a particular person, 

place or thing in social function of the text”. Descriptive text presents ideas 

by providing details about characteristics of people, places, and things. 

In addition, it can be said that descriptive text is painting a picture by 

using words. Because, by reading a descriptive text, readers feel that they see 

the description just like they see the picture. It is line with Warriner (1982, as 

cited in Nawawi, 2011), he stated that descriptive text is a text that draws an 

object in words, and appeal directly to the sense (sight, sound, smell, touch, 

and taste). Moreover, Wishon and Burks (1980, as cited in Zainuddin, 2015) 

stated that descriptive text is a text that produces the way of an object look, 

smell, taste, feel, and sound. It may also evoke moods such as happiness, 

loneliness, fear, and so on. Simply, descriptive text is a type of text which 

describes what a person, place, or thing is like and expose many information 

about the objects in details and clearly. 

III. Research Design and Methods 

This research was classified as the type of descriptive research by using 

quantitative method. Creswell (2009) stated that quantitative methods involve 

the processes of collecting, analyzing, interpreting, and writing the results of 

a study. In general, quantitative method divided into two parts, namely 

experimental and non-experimental. Experimental can be divided again into 

quasi-experiment, single subject, and so on. Whereas non-experimental is 

divided again into descriptive, comparative, survey, and so on. The researcher 

used descriptive quantitative design in this research. This research design was 

used because the data that obtained by the researcher based on the 
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quantitative data, then the researcher explained the results of the data into 

descriptive form. 

According to Arikunto (2010), all of the eighth grade students at SMPN 

28 Tanjung Jabung Timur were involved as the participant/sample of the 

research. There were 42 students of the eighth grade at SMPN 28 Tanjung 

Jabung Timur, which are in class 8A consisted of 21 students of 12 males and 

9 females, and class 8B also consisted of 21 students of 12 males and 9 

females. 

Then, a reading test was employed to collect the data in this research. 

Reading test used by the researcher was about English descriptive texts that 

were adapted from book “Kunci Berhasil Lulus Ujian Bahasa Inggris 

SMP/MTS” by Ir. Fahmi Sofyan M.Hum and pdf “Soal pengayaan remedial 

UN 2016 mata pelajaran bahasa inggris paket 1” 

(www.slideshare.net./imamwahyudi5628/soal-pengayaan-bahasa-inggris-un-2016). 

The reading test consisted of three descriptive texts with 30 questions, where 

each descriptive text contained of 10 questions. The researcher arranged the 

questions with several specifications, where the students were asked to 

identify topic and social function, detail and factual information, check the 

reference words, and vocabulary items in the test. 

In analyzing the data, the data of the reading test were analyzed and 

calculated. Then, the total score of each participant was categorized into five 

classifications of ability: very good (score range: 81-100), good (score range: 

61-80), sufficient (score range: 41-60), low (score range: 21-40), and very 

low (>20). To know the classification of student’s ability from the reading 

test, the researcher used formula: 

Student’s score  =  The number of correct answer   x  100 

            The total number of item 

From the result of reading test, the researcher tabulated the data and 

counted the percentage classification of all students’ ability. The researcher 

used formula: 

P =   F X 100% 

     N 

P =   Percentage 

F =   Number of participant got the classification 

N =   Number of participant 

http://www.slideshare.net./imamwahyudi5628/soal-pengayaan-bahasa-inggris-un-2016
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Finally, the researcher explained the percentage of the data, what he 

found about the students’ ability in comprehending English descriptive text, 

and result conclusion of this research. 

 

IV. Findings and Discussions 

An understanding of a reading text can be measured by whether or not 

the students are able to answer the questions related to it, and the ability can 

be seen from the correct answer they did while working on the test. 

Therefore, the ability in understanding a reading text can be seen from the 

high number of percentage of participants who answered correctly the 

questions of the test. 

a. The students ability in comprehending English descriptive text 

The findings in the test revealed that there were 28 students 

(66.67%) who just achieved ranging score 27 – 40 in the test of 

comprehending English descriptive text. Overall, they only got 8 – 12 

correct answer of 30 questions. There was no single student who got very 

good and good score/ability. There were only 14 students (33.33%) who 

got sufficient score/ability that achieved score 43 - 57. It means that 

majority of the eighth grade students at SMPN 28 Tanjung Jabung Timur 

had “low ability” and still have difficulties in comprehending English 

descriptive text. 

b. The students ability in identifying topic and social function 

The researcher found that the eighth grade student of SMPN 28 

Tanjung Jabung Timur had “good ability” in identifying topic and social 

function of English descriptive text. There were 20 students (47.62%) 

who achieved score 67 in this point. Overall, they got 4 correct answer of 

6 questions. It means that they had “good ability”  and have no 

difficulties in identifying topic and social function of English descriptive 

text. 

c. The students ability in identifying detail and factual information 

The findings of the test revealed that there were 21 students (50%) 

who just achieved score 25 and 33 in identifying detail and factual 

information of English descriptive text. Overall, they only got 3 – 4 

correct answer of 12 questions. There were no students (0%) who got 

classification very good and good score/abiliy in this point. It means that 
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they had “low ability” and still have difficulties in identifying detail and 

factual information of English descriptive text. 

d. The students ability in checking the reference words 

In checking the reference words of English descriptive text, the 

researcher found that there were 16 students (38.10%) who just achieved 

score 0 and 17. Overall, they only got 0 – 1 correct answer of 6 

questions. There were only 3 students (7,14%) who got good 

score/ability. It means that they had “very low ability” and still have 

difficulties in checking the reference words of English descriptive text. 

e. The students ability in checking vocabulary items 

In this point, the researcher found that there were 15 students 

(35.71%) who just achieved score 33 in checking vocabulary items of 

English descriptive text. Overall, they only got 2 correct answer of 6 

questions. It means that they had “low ability” and still have difficulties 

in checking vocabulary items of English descriptive text. 

 

V. Conclusions and Suggestions 

a. Conclusions 

As the conclusion, in general, the researcher could say that majority 

of the eighth grade students’ ability at SMPN 28 Tanjung Jabung Timur 

in comprehending English descriptive text was categorized as “low”. In 

specific, their ability in comprehending the points of comprehension; in 

identifying topic and social function was categorized as “good”, in 

identifying topic and social function was categorized as “low”, in 

checking reference words was categorized as “very low”, and in checking 

vocabulary items was categorized as “low”. 

b. Suggestions 

Based on the findings, several suggestion suggested: 

1. For the teacher 

a) The teachers are suggested to teach and explain more about English 

descriptive text and its component, applying more techniques and 

media of teaching reading skill, and give more exercises to improve 

their students’ ability in comprehending this kind of text. 
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b) The teacher should identify and teach the vocabulary that related to 

the text to be learned before the students read the text. It will make 

the students easy to understand the text. 

c) In order to make the Eighth grade students of SMPN 28 Tanjung 

Jabung Timur ready in facing national final examination, the 

teachers are hoped to be focus on three points of comprehension; 

identifying detail and factual information, checking reference words, 

and checking vocabulary items. Because, based on the result of the 

test in this research, the students had low ability and very low ability 

in these three points. 

2. For the students 

The students are suggested to learn zealously and do more 

exercises to improve their ability in comprehending English 

descriptive text. The students should have hard effort to improve 

their ability and take a part actively in learning process in order to 

support their comprehension of English descriptive text. 

3. For the further researcher 

It is also suggested to the further researchers who want to conduct 

the study about students’ ability, it would be better to conduct the 

study with different aspects of this research. For example: improving 

students’ ability in checking reference words of English reading text. 
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