
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter introduces research issues that begin with research 

background, illustration the problem of teaching English in vocational high 

school. This chapter also describes research questions, research objectives, 

research limitations, and significant of the research. 

 

 1.1 Background 

 Vocational schools are established with the aim that all students who 

graduated from this school can face a competent, professional and intellectual 

workplace or higher education. In a sense, in the world of work they can be 

competent in the world of local and international work and vice versa, as well as 

in further education. But, in fact students are not confident to enter or compete in 

the wider international community in terms of foreign language skills because 

their English does not match the skills or abilities in their respective fields. 

Teaching and learning English gets more attention as a manifestation of the need 

for the use of English. It is interesting to know how English is handled by this 

school by considering the complexity of language learning and the limited time 

allocation to study it. 

In Curriculum 2013 English is a compulsory subject for SMK. The 

curriculum covers the core and foundation in terms of attitudes, knowledge and 

skills that students must acquire. Therefore English in SMK level is also 

important to improve the quality of each individual. Because if students are 



directly involved in the world of international work, at least they master in the 

skills of each field accordingly. Hutchinson and Waters (1987: 19) argue that 

English for special purposes is a language of learning in which all content and 

learning methods. 

The main purpose of teaching English in this school is to improve 

students' ability in language skills. Expected in English this is English for Special 

Purposes (ESP) because the material is related to their field of study 

(Broadcasting). The English Specific Purposes (ESP) that was used by English 

teacher to students in SMK N 2 Jambi was not appropriate. Topics or material that 

teacher used in teaching English for students of broadcasting program was not 

suitable to students’ needs in learning English for developing their skill. Based on 

the explanation above, the researcher wanted to find out how their school dealt 

with students’ needs in learning English. Especially English subject for students 

of broadcasting program that they learned in SMK N 2 Jambi.  

 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background described above, the research questions that are 

going to be answered are as follows: 

1.  What are students’ needs in learning English for developing their skill? 

2. What topics or materials do teacher use in teaching English for students 

of broadcasting program? 

3. Do English materials accomodate the students needs? 

 



1.3 Purpose of the research 

This study conducted a). to identify the English needs of students of 

Broadcasting study program, b). to identify the topics materials that teacher use in 

teaching English for students of broadcasting program. C). to find out the 

appropriate topics materials and English lessons towards the students’ needs. 

 

1.4 Limitation of the Research 

This study tried to observe the needs of the students which focused on the 

four language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing for Broadcasting 

study program in SMK N 2 Jambi. All of these skills were in line with their 

academic studies and their future professions. Also, this study attempted to reveal 

the syllabus accommodation of students’ needs.  So, the result of this study was 

only applicable to broadcaster students of SMK and not applicable to the students 

of SMA or other programs of SMK. Then, it expected to give the contribution to 

the improvement of the teaching of English of Broadcasting study program as the 

research site. 

 

1.5 Significancece of the Research 

The research was expected to provide a detail description on need 

analysis. To give the information or references for school and the teacher 

especially teachers who taught in vocational high school about their students need 

in learning English. So that school could  apply need analysis of the students need 

and the teachers could improve their ability to teach their students according to 

their course which was very important in teaching English for Specific Purpose. 



For other researchers were interested in the same idea. The result of this 

study gave beneficial particularly for next researcher can learn and used this 

research as references in their research in identifying students’ needs in the 

research site in particularly and other department in general. It also improved 

researcher ability in doing the research and developed researcher knowledge 

about need analysis in vocation high school.  

This Research increased researcher’s knowledge about the analysis of the 

needs in vocational schools and also could learn about the analysis of the need for 

vocational schools. According to the researchers’ experience this research 

answered of the researcher's own experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


