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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background of the Research 

Interaction plays very important role in the classroom activities, especially 

to communicate to one another with the teacher. In the classroom, a teacher and 

students carry out learning activities through interaction. By interaction a 

language learner can get more opportunity to use language successfully. The 

importance of interaction is explained by Brown (2000:165): “Through 

interaction, a teacher and students exchange thought, feelings, and ideas resulting 

in a reciprocal effect on each other in the classroom”. Moreover, Lister (2007) 

states that interaction makes the students able to test their communicative success 

through exchanging information with the teacher or among the students 

themselves. To have interaction occur in the classroom, there should be an 

effective interaction between a teacher and students in improving their knowledge 

and skills of the target language. 

In EFL classroom, a teacher takes part as the key component in the 

classroom interaction. It means that the teacher who acts as a controller and 

organizer (Brown, 2000), is required to manage the teaching and learning process 

which employs strategies to enhance students’ interaction in the classroom. In the 

teaching and learning process, the teacher more dominates classroom talk and 

gives questions, then engage students in active interactions. 

In fact, a common problem that EFL (English as a foreign language) 

teachers are facing is to deal with a passive class, where students are unresponsive 
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and avoid interaction with the teacher, Xiaoyan (2008). It might be caused by 

many factors, including students have not got adequate exposure in English, they 

are shy to speak, or teachers lack providing them a chance to speak English. 

A good communication competence among students is needed in 

classroom order to get a successful in teaching and learning process. Thus, the 

teachers must create an interactive class so that the teaching learning process will 

go interactively and eventually students can understand the lesson given well. 

Interactive classroom is efficient for students, because they can increase their 

language store, have opportunity to understand and use the language that is 

incomprehensible, help them learn the target language easily and quickly (Liu & 

Zhao as cited in Erianti, A. Akib, E. & Baso, F. A. 2018). 

In teaching and learning process, there are some strategies that can be 

applied by the teachers in engage students’ interaction in learning English. One of 

the strategies is a questioning strategy by the teacher. Teacher’s question is one of 

the teacher’s duties in order to communicate something which is related to the 

topic of the lesson. Teachers always involve the use of questioning skills for any 

kinds of teaching goals. It is one of the most activities spent by the teacher in the 

classroom. When the teacher asks questions and the students respond the 

questions, they use the opportunity to develop their language competence. In line 

with this, Brown, (2001) state that when the learning-process take place,  students 

generally reluctant to initiate and maintain the interaction, teachers’ questions 

supply important stepping stone for students to join in the classroom interaction. 

According to Xiaoyan (2008), one of the keys in language teaching techniques is 

to utilize questioning as a learning instrument to advance classroom collaboration. 
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Thus, Using questions for students is important to help teachers elicit students' 

verbal responses as questions can make them attentive and engaged in a lesson.  

Based on the experiences of the writer in teaching English classroom, 

sometimes, when the writer asks question, the students are unresponsive and 

avoid interaction with many reasons. Most of students are passive, shy, fear of 

making mistakes and students prefer to be silent. That is why an appropriate 

questioning strategy should be used while delivering question is important to 

create an effective learning situation. Considering about the importance of the use 

of question strategies to engage students' interaction in the classroom, the 

researcher is interested in conducting research entitled “Teacher’s questioning 

strategies in English classroom interaction at SMA Purnama 2 Jambi”.   

 

1.2 Limitation of the Research 

The limitation of this research has focuses on an English teacher’s type of 

questions that his commonly used in the classroom in terms of display question 

and referential question and the reasons the teacher uses those types of 

questioning in learning English. The writer focuses on only one an English 

teacher from SMA Purnama 2 Jambi as the subject of this research. 
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1.3 Research Questions 

This study is conduct to find out the answers of the following research 

questions : 

1. What are the types of questioning teacher use in English classroom 

interaction at SMA Purnama 2 Jambi? 

2. Why does the teacher use those types of questioning in English classroom 

interaction at SMA Purnama 2 Jambi?  

 

1.4 Purpose of the Research 

The are several purposes in conducting this study as follow: 

1. To find out the types of questioning used by the teacher in learning English 

2. To find out the reasons the teacher uses those types of questioning in 

learning English 

 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

Theoretically, the significance of this study is expected to  give 

contribution in English teaching and learning, and inform the teachers about one 

of strategies to teach English in the classroom.  Practically, The result of the study 

can help teachers to evaluate teaching materials that can be understand by the 

students, and find out how far the lesson can be understand by the students. 

Beside, this study is hopefully useful for the next researchers as a reference that is 

related to the use type of questions in teaching English in the classroom 

interaction. 
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