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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of Study 

Vocabulary is the important role when a student wants to learn English as 

foreign language. Vocabulary is a part of words that function to improve 

learners’ ability to learn English. Vocabulary can connect the four skills in 

English such as reading, listening, speaking, and also writing. According to 

Nation and newton (1997) vocabulary is words knowledge and meaning of 

words. And also knowing about how the words are used and how the words 

sound in the context. In relation with that statement, (Scott, 2002:13) very little 

can be express without grammar and nothing can be express without vocabulary. 

Based on previous definition above, without vocabulary the students can’t 

understand about the foreign language their learned. However, to enrich and 

memorizing a word is not an easy thing. Therefore, to mastering vocabulary the 

student should have strategies to enrich and memorizing vocabulary in their 

learning process. 

Learning is a process of changing knowledge or behavior as a result of 

experience and practice. According to Houwer, Holmes, and Moors (2013) 

learning is a change in the behavior of an individual that result from regularities 

in the environments. Based on previous definition learning cannot be measured, 

but its results can be. In relation with that statement ,(MacKeracher, 2004:71) 

Learning is sometimes defined as cognitive, affective, social, and physiological 
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behaviors that serve as relatively stable indicators of how learners perceive, 

interact with, and respond to the learning environment.  Therefore, learning is 

influenced by intelligence and ability by learning activities. In additional, 

Students can be more successful in learning if they have applied about their 

learning style because they will prepare the strategy. This is one factor why 

every student was not realized how to make learning process more effective. 

Everybody has different learning style in learning something, including to 

mastering vocabulary. Every student has one learning style that is suitable for 

them. According to Brown (2000) learning style is the way where individuals 

process and perceive information in learning situations. However, each learning 

style has the same aims such as to get the information, to learn something, and 

to develop ability of the student. Learning styles are different ways that people 

used to thinking, processing, developing, and understanding (Petty, 2010:30). 

Based on the definition above, in learning there are three kinds of learning style, 

according to Ken and Dun (1997 as cited in Aryastuti, 2009, p.1) they are: 

visual, auditory, and kinesthetic. In additional, in teaching and learning process, 

teachers get difficulty to identify students’ learning style. Because of all students 

are not able to show and improving their learning style in mastering vocabulary. 

Since, learning style has an important role in learning process, it will be 

important for teachers to know the variation kind of learning style because the 

information about students’ learning style can help the teacher became aware to 

students differences brought to the classroom. In additional, all students are able 

to success in their mastering vocabulary by their own learning style. Every 
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student has a different learning style that can be developing differently in the 

way they perceive, interact, and respond to the learning mastering vocabulary. 

From the explanation above, the researcher conducted a research about 

students’ learning style in mastering vocabulary by title “Students’ Learning 

Style in Mastering Vocabulary at SMP N 24 Kota Jambi.” 

1.2 Research Question 

1.  Which learning styles dominantly used by students in mastering 

vocabulary at SMP N 24 Kota Jambi? 

2. Is there any difference of learning style in mastering vocabulary between 

male and female’s students? 

1.3 Purpose of the research 

1. To find out the dominant learning styles used by the students in mastering 

vocabulary at SMP N 24 Kota Jambi. 

2. To find the difference of students learning style in mastering vocabulary 

between male and female students. 

1.4 Limitation of the research 

 To avoid the study being too broad, this research only focuses on the 

students’ learning style in mastering vocabulary at one grade of students at SMP 

N 24 Kota Jambi.  
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1.5  Significance of the research 

1. This research might add information to the readers about the students’ 

learning style in mastering vocabulary, and to other researcher who to 

conduct the research in the same field. 

2. Also the researcher hopes it will give motivation for the students to be 

interested in mastering vocabulary. 

3. Additionally, it will give contribution to the students of SMP N 24 Kota 

Jambi who want to know or improve their learning style and mastering 

vocabulary. 

1.6 Definition of terms 

Learning style: a process to acquire knowledge, skill, attitude, behavior, and 

experiences. In learning there are three kinds of learning style. 

They are: visual, auditory, and kinesthetic.  

Mastering: a term that people believe they understand their skill or subject well. 

Vocabulary: all about word in a language. Vocabulary is the most important 

thing when the learners want to know about language. 


