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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Research 

Reading is a crucial activity that cannot be separated from every single 

student in this world. By reading, students have a goal to get idea or information 

about something from what they read to increase their knowledge. It is important 

for English Education Department students for having good ability in reading, as 

stated in Pratiwi, Arifin, and Novita (2011) the reason is “they will be able to 

improve general language skills in English, enlarge the students’ vocabulary,  and 

also improve the students’  ability  in mastering  the others.” Therefore, the ability 

in reading plays significant role for them to gain success in their academic 

achievement. 

The process which happens in reading is through the dynamic interactions of 

the student’s background knowledge as a reader, the information from the written 

language form, and the reading context (Ulmer, Timothy, Bercaw, Gilbert, 

Holleman, & Hunting, 2002). If the students have through the process, they may 

increase their pleasure and effectiveness in the reading activity.  

Extensive Reading is one of reading types which may occur in a language 

classroom. It is also known as reading for pleasure and aims to build reader 

confidence and enjoyment. By all means, the extensive reading is related to 

pleasure, information and general understanding.  
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On the other hand, it is also known that attitude will influence the students’ 

learning process (Kara, 2009), especially when the student wants to get 

achievement. To get the achievement during the learning process, there will be 

attitudes which applied by the students toward the reading, whether it positive or 

negative. The students will have positive attitude, if they feel confidence when 

reading and have motivation to increase their word recognition ability. 

There are some previous research related to this research, but the researcher 

only takes three researches as the references. First, a research that conducted by 

Farzaneh & Nejadansari (2014). Then, Vo Van Viet (2017), and the last 

Kalengkongan (2012) 

Therefore from the description above, the researcher decided to make a 

research which seeing about the case of interest and attitude with the title 

“Undergraduate Students’ Attitude toward Extensive Reading” 

1.2 Research Question 

From the brief explanation and description above, the researcher conducted 

a research with a research question was: “what is the undergraduate students’ 

attitude toward Extensive Reading?” 

1.3 Research Objective 

Based on the research question of this research, the research aimed to know 

the undergraduate students’ attitude Toward Extensive Reading. 
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1.4 Limitation of the Research 

The research design of this research was qualitative research with a case 

study approach. Then, this research only focused on the undergraduate students’ 

attitude toward extensive reading. The participants of this research was the 

undergraduate students of Universitas Jambi at fifth semester. The researcher chose 

the participants by using purposive sampling to get the data. After that, to collect 

the data of this research, the researcher used demographic profile questionnaire and 

interview that consists of some questions. 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

The result of this research was expected to give information about the 

undergraduate students’ attitude toward extensive reading at English Education 

Study Program.Then, it was also hope that this research can be a reference about 

the topic of interest and reading for the others researcher that want to conduct a 

research with the same topic. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

a. Attitude 

Attitude is a way of human to express their tendencies through evaluating 

toward something which develop and form in certain time. 

b. Reading 

Reading is one of four English basic skills that have to be mastered by English 

learner, which the purpose is not only can read a text or a written form, but 

also learn and study to catch the point from what they read. 
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c. Extensive reading 

 Extensive reading is a way of reading for pleasure, where learners were 

allowed to choose reading materials which suited their interest and to get the 

general understanding from texts with limited use of dictionary. 

 


