
CHAPTER I 

Introduction 

 

1.1 Background of The Research 

English is one of the most important languages in the world. English is widely used 

and considered as a universal language. In the context of a country which uses English as a 

foreign language, Indonesia has been for decades implementing and improving the methods 

of teaching by using English as the instructional language. According to Gunning (2008), 

"Writing evolves from prespeech gestures children make and from the language they hear and 

later use, as well as from developing realization that the spoken word is not the only way to 

represent reality". It is in accordance with Gunning's idea which  stated that writing develops 

from language children hear and use, it wouldmake sense that children who have incomplete 

access to a language would therefore have problems in the development of written language. 

Children who are deaf or hearing impaired have differing access to sound, compare to 

hearing children. If the access to sound was in some way impaired, then access to spoken 

language would also be affected to some degree. If access to spoken language was impeded 

then development of written language would also be impacted. 

Teaching students who have special needs is different from teaching the normal 

students. Students who are deaf or hard of hearing have difficulty with written language and 

develop writing skills at a slower pace than their hearing peers. Anita, Kreimeyer, & Reed 

(2005) reported that students who are deaf or hard of hearing score within the low-average 

range when tested on contextual conventions, contextual language, and story construction. 

They often face difficulties in learning, especially learning English, which is unfamiliar to 

them because English is a foreign language since their mothertongue is sign language. 

Whereas in the curriculum given by the government, English subject should be taught in the 



school, but sometimes the teacher that taught English subject is the teacher who has little 

background knowledge in it. If this happen, then we did not know whether the material that is 

given by the teacher is acceptable or not. Therefore, the teacher should master English and 

having adequate knowledge to teach students with hearing impaired. 

There are many kinds of impairment and one of them is hearing impaired students. 

Teaching them is not as easy as it looks because they communicate by using sign language 

that is totally different to hearing daily language. NIDCD or National Institute on Deafness 

and Other Communication Disorders (2015) stated that “in spoken language, words are 

produced by using the mouth and voice to make sounds, but for people who are deaf 

(particularly those who are profoundly deaf), the sound of speech are often not heard, and 

only a fraction of speech sounds can be seen on the lips”. Sign languages are based on the 

idea that vision is the most useful tool a deaf person has to communicate and receive 

information. Students use sign language as communication in school and in their daily life. 

The English teacher who teaches hearing-impaired students have to master or understand the 

sign language. 

Writing is one of the most important skills for the hearing impaired students because 

they are only capable to read and to write. To make them improve their skill in writing, the 

teacher has to select appropriate materials, attractive media and appropriate method and 

technique in teaching writing. Because most of the students in this school have good score in 

writing especially in writing decriptive text, the researcher wants to investigate the strategy 

or media used by the teacher in teaching writing. It turns out that the English teachers use a 

media to support the students to learn writing skill especially in descriptive text. One of the 

media that the English teacher use is pop up cards. 

Hornby (2000) stated that pop up card is a card containing a picture that stands up when 

the pages are opened. Pictures are one of the visual aids that can be used in teaching process 



effectively. Harmer (2001) stated that pictures are clearly indispensable for the language 

teachers since they can be used in many ways. The use of augmented reality (AR) in formal 

education could prove a key component in future learning environments that are rich 

populated with a blend of hardware and software applications. Similar to this, in the 

development of AR pop-up book in English language learning, it allows the digital content 

to be overlaid and mixed into students perception of the real world (Mahadzir and Phung, 

2013) We will find pop up card usually in childrens’ book, or greeting cards. The cards 

consist of new vocabulary related to the picture that the students will describe. The topics of 

the Pop up cards are usually about people, animals, and things. Pictures can help teachers 

motivate the students, they can also direct and increase students’ attention to relevant 

information. 

In standard and basic competence for hearing-impaired students in curriculum 2013 the 

text type that should be learnt by them in curriculum 2013 is descriptive text. Descriptive 

text is a text that describe a particular person, place or things. The lack of this research is 

there are not much explanation in other journal because poeple are rarely used this kind of 

research, especially for the students with special needs or in this context the hearing 

impaired students. Therefore, this research is intended to find out the use of English pop up 

cards as media to teach descriptive text writing for hearing impaired students. 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

In line with the background of the study above, there are threeresearch questions proposed 

as follows: 

1. What are the teacher’s strategies in teaching descriptive text writing for hearing 

impaired students? 



2. How is the use of pop up cards to teach students to write descriptive text in English 

for hearing impaired students? 

3. Does the use of pop up cards improve the hearing impaired students’ skill in writing 

descriptive text? 

 

1.3 Objective of The Research 

In relation to the formulation of the research questions above, the objective of this research 

are to find out the strategies used by the English teacher to teach descriptive text writing and 

also the use of pop up cards to teach students to write descriptive text in English for hearing-

impaired students. Furthermore, this study aims to find out the effectiveness of the use of 

pop up cards to improve the hearing impaired students skill in writing descriptive text.  

 

1.4 The Limitation of  The Research 

 The researcher focused to find out the strategies used by the English teacher to teach 

descriptive text writing, the use of pop up cards that the teacher use to teach students to write 

descriptive text in writing for hearing-impaired students and to find out the effectiveness of 

the pop up cards in improving the hearing impaired students’ skill in writing descriptive text. 

This research was conducted in SLB Prof. Dr. Sri Soedewi Maschjun Sofwan because the 

teacher in this school has a unique way to teach descriptive text writing to his students, and 

the time of data collection was about 1 month.  

 

1.5 Significance of The Research 

The researcher expected that the result of this research would be beneficial for: 

1. The teachers  



This research will be useful for the other teachers who teach hearing impaired 

students to deliver the material in an interesting way. 

2. Hearing impaired students  

This research will be useful for hearing impaired students to learn descriptive text 

writing in a fun way, and it will encourage students’ motivation in learning English.  

3. The readers  

The results of this study will be a good reference and knowledge for readers who 

want to teach a descriptive text by using pop up cards as the media.  

4. For the other researchers 

Meanwhile, for other researchers who are interested in the same field, this research 

will be useful for them as references in writing their thesis and hopefully, the results of this 

study can give inspiration and motivation to do the similar type of research to find out the 

teachers’ strategies in teaching descriptive text writing for hearing impaired students. 

 

1.6 The Definition of Keyterms 

In order to clarify what variables are involves in this research some definitions are put 

forward: 

a. Hearing impaired students 

Hearing impaired students are the students who have lack or problem in their 

listening. 

b. Pop up cards 

Pop up cards  is the media for teaching learning process in this research, it is a card 

containing a picture that stands up when the pages are opened. 

c. Writing Skill 



A way of communicating a message to a reader for a purpose. The purposes of 

writing are to express one‟s self, to provide information for one‟s reader, to persuade 

one‟s reader, and to create a literary work. 

d. Descriptive text 

Descriptive text is a text that describes what kind of person or an object described,     

good shape, properties, number and others in particular. 

 


