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SEA-Teacher Project: Student Teachers’ Teaching Practicum Experience 

 

 
CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Providing skillful and knowledgeable teachers for schools is a substantial duty of teacher 

education program. They have to prepare student teachers to become qualified teachers at schools. 

According to Freeman (2001), teacher education is “the sum of experiences and activities through 

which individuals learn to be language teachers” (p. 72). This learning can be taught, as in courses, 

or acquired by means of experience, which must guarantee that the student teachers can develop 

skills required to become professional teachers. Teaching practicum has been considered one of the 

most crucial and influential stages in teacher education (Trent, 2013). Ogonor and Badmus (2006) 

define teaching practicum as the period when student teachers are aided to put into practice the 

theories and principles of education which they have learnt in the classroom as they teach students in 

the partnership schools. Darling-Hammond (2006) also stated that the teaching practicum is 

indispensable in bridging the gap between what student teachers learned in the program and the 

reality of teaching in classrooms. 

However, this duty of teacher education program has experienced limited success. Previous 

studies have shown that student teachers in the Indonesian and global context has encountered 

significant problems, such aslow teacher competence, low student motivation and low English 

competence among students (Lengkenawati, 2005; Luciana, 2006; Soepriyatna, 2012). 

Literature on teaching practicum in Indonesian and international contexts which was relevant 

to this study is used in order to frame a more expansive discussion of how student teachers of the 

English Language Education Program of Jambi University experienced teaching practicum during 

SEA-Teacher Project. 

For example, in global context, studies about teaching practicum (Goh& Matthews 2011) 

exploring 14 Malaysian student teachers’ experiences during their teaching practicum. Goh and 

Matthews (2011) revealed that during teaching practicum there were four main themes among 

student teachers’ concerns: classroom management and student discipline, institutional and personal 

adjustment, classroom teaching, and student learning. Student teachers were also concerned about 

the transition from being a student teacher to teacher. Some recommendations were also made by 

Goh and Matthews (2011) they recommended that, in order to integrate the theoretical aspects learnt 

at university with the practical reality of the classroom, specific strategies were needed to help 
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student teachers gain more benefits from the practicum experience. One strategy is to establish 

effective partnerships between schools and universities (Graham &Thornley, 2000), where the 

theoretical and practical aspects of teaching are taught and implemented. The quality of the teaching 

practicum will be enhanced if schools and universities work together to prepare for the practicum 

(Loughran, 2007). Goh and Matthews (2011) pointed out that teacher preparation courses had to be 

more aligned with actual school settings and environments. 

Additionally, Mtika (2011) conducted a study related to the implementation of teaching 

practicum in Malawi. Two interesting finding were found from the interviews with student teachers 

and one supervisor. First finding is that the student teachers got a lot of works more than expected. 

Second, the existence of new regulations on campus causes mentor teachers not to provide enough 

assistance to student teachers. This issue brings effect on student teachers facing several difficulties 

in teaching situation. 

Studies about teaching practicum in Indonesia (Riesky, 2013) revealed that EFL student 

teachers facing teaching difficulties during their teaching practicum. These problems are put into 

three categories of students, self, and supervision teacher. Another study done by Nurbatra (2018) 

which is based upon ongoing research with a group of ten student teachers at the international 

service learning (ISL) program that was conducted in 2015 in Thailand. It has sought to examine that 

student teachers faced with the problems in three phases, namely challenges in pre-departure, during 

the program in Thailand, and post- program. In which the challenges during the program mentioned 

such as insufficient staying permit, health problem, communication issue, food, religious issue, 

teaching issue, personal problem (self), and data collection. 

Moreover, Jambi University is one of universities which provide students with the 

international teaching practicum. As stated earlier that the activities of teacher education is not only 

limited as a compulsory course but also can be acquired by means of experience, which must 

guarantee that the student teachers can develop skills required to become professional teachers. 

In response to this, the program that is routinely carried out by Jambi University is the SEA- 

Teacher Project. In Jambi University, the project is usually called PPL Internasional ASEAN. Jambi 

University has just joined the SEA-Teacher Project in 2018. This program is a project initiated by  

the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education (SEAMEO) in order to improve quality of education in 

Southeast Asia. It is carried out twice a year and the duration of SEA-Teacher Project is one month 

which the teaching practicum program is preferably for 4th year undergraduate students whose 

majors are in Educational Program or in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education. 
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Furthermore, the researcher was focused on exploring the student teachers’ experience 

especially to the issues related to student teachers’ personal problems, the problem with students,  

and the problem with supervision during teaching practicum. 

However, while a number of literature have addressed the importance of student teachers’ 

practicum experience as academic programs of the teacher education in Indonesia, studies focusing 

on of Indonesian EFL student teachers’ teaching practicum experience in overseas have been 

comparatively limited. This research aims to explore the EFL student teachers’ teaching practicum 

experiences in school. This may help to improve the SEA-Teacher Project. The main research 

question for this study is: How do student teachers perceive their experiences during SEA-Teacher 

Project? 

1.2 Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the research question is formulated as follows: 

 
a. How do student teachers perceive their experiences during SEA-Teacher Project? 

 

1.3 Objectives of the Research 

The objectives of this research are: 

 
a. To explore the student teachers’ teaching practicum experience related to student teachers’ 

experience with thestudents and their experience with the supervision during the SEA-Teacher 

Project. 

1.4 Limitation of the Problem 

The research focuses on the student teachers’ teaching practicum experience in the SEA-Teacher 

Project. 

The object of this research focuses only on the student teachers alumnus of SEA-Teacher Project 

from English Language Education Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education. The 

student teachers completed the SEA-Teacher Project in September 2018, February 2019 and October 

2019. 

Furthermore, the findings from this study will not be representative of the whole population of 

student teachers in other areas. However the finding is relevant and would suggest that significant 

improvements can be made to the future implementation of the SEA-Teacher Project carried out by 

Jambi University, Indonesia. 

The list of problems identified for the students of English Language Education Department, 

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Jambi University might be different with those from 
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other higher institutions from other areas as the practicum is carried out in different schools and at 

different dates. 

 
1.5 Significance of the Research 

The results of the research are expected to: 

 
1. Theoretically, this research is expected can develop theories about teaching practicum in 

internatioanl context. 

2. Pedagogically, this research can be useful informationfor the students who wish to participate 

in International Teaching Practicum and as an evaluation of the implementation of 

International Teaching Practicum. 

3. Practically, this research is expected can be used as reference for those who want to conduct 

a research in international teaching practicum 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

a. Teaching Practicum: The practical side of the student teachers preparation and qualification 

programs that provide student teachers with needed knowledge and skills to perform teacher's roles 

and responsibilities. The student teachers practice these roles and responsibilities in the classroom or 

outside the classroom under the supervision of the university practicum supervisor in collaboration 

with the school administrations and teachers (Atiya&Alhashmi, 2008; p.203as cited inAboomar, R., 

Aljazi, S.F., &Alhasanat, H. (2018). 

b. Student Teacher : A student who enrolled in pre-service teacher education program at educational 

institution that responsible for preparing future teachers, granting them educational qualification, and 

providing them with needed expertise and teaching skills under the supervision and guidance of 

educational specialists (Brown, 2005 as cited in Aboomar, R., Aljazi, S.F., &Alhasanat, H. (2018) 

c. SEA-Teacher Project: SEA-Teacher Project is a one month teaching practicum program in 

Southeast Asia countries which the exchange is preferably for 4th year undergraduate students 

whose majors are in Educational Program or in Faculty of Teacher Training and Education. 
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CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION 

 

This study has highlighted a number of aspects concerning the 

improvement of SEA-Teacher Project. In evaluating the results of this study, 

limitations are inevitable. However these limitations can serve as starting point to 

conduct further research. The study focuses specifically on how student teachers 

of the SEA-Teacher Project perceive their experiences during SEA-Teacher 

Project, especially exploring the student teachers’ teaching practicum experience 

related to student teachers’ experience with the students and their experience with 

the supervision during the SEA-Teacher Project. 

This study has made recommendations for improving the quality of the 

SEA-Teacher Project via updating source of information of the program and 

improvement of the student teachers’ teaching practicum. 

Source of information of the program such as brochures, posters, local 

websites need to be made to provide wider information and participants. This 

would provide more opportunities for students to participate in international 

teaching practicum/the SEA-Teacher Project. Improvement of the teaching 

practicum is needed to provide better teaching experiences and opportunities to 

link what is learnt at university to the real world of teaching practice in schools. 

There is a need to put attention more in the preparation and ongoing activities of 

the program. 

Moreover, it is better for Faculty of Teacher Training and Education to increase 

monitoring and evaluating activities on the SEA-Teacher Project. It is better to 

coordinate with the organizer of SEA-Teacher Project since the SEA-Teacher 

Project is a substitute program for teaching practicum courses (PLP) in local 

schools that must be taken by educational students in Jambi University. Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education needs to ensure whether the SEA-Teacher Project 

meets the standards or the FKIP objectives. 

Future research is needed to further explore the relation/effect between the uses of 

TL in teaching English as Foreign Language where the teachers could not speak 
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the L1. Next, perhaps, future research should be directed to long term studies for 

example about the effect of the SEA-Teacher Project/International Practicum on 

student teachers ‘career as a teacher. 


