
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher presents a background of the research, formulation of the 

research questions, purposes of the research, limitations of the research, significance of the 

research and definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background of the Research 

 A textbook is a necessary component in EFL classroom. It is used in the learning process 

to help both teachers and students. It provides materials that can be used in language classroom. 

Thus, it is not surprised that the textbook will become potentially the only source for teachers in 

EFL learning class. This fact happens for several reasons. First, textbook becomes the cheapest 

way of providing learning material for each learner (Ur, 2009, p. 184), Second, textbook 

provides direction or guide for teachers and students. Third, textbook takes roles as core 

resource, inspiration for classroom activities, and the curriculum itself (Garinger, 2002). 

Therefore, textbook plays crucial role in EFL learning’s success or failure. Suwarno, (2011, p. 

50) states that books have the function as a stationary to write important information and can be 

utilized in human life. This means that the textbook has a major effect on students ' skills, 

especially in the English textbook, in their daily activities. It should be useful, authentic, and 

relevant to the students’ needs in order to achieve the learning objectives. Furthermore, English 

textbooks should be written in good English based on the rules of language and communication 

context and lead to the skills development (personal, social, academic, and vocational) oriented 

in Science and technology development as well. 

 The application of textbook in the school becomes a crucial thing that needs attention 

in order to achieve the objectives of education. The teachers and school take responsibility in 



for selecting the appropriate textbook related to the syllabus of the school. While managing 

the classroom activities, the teachers might have some difficulties in using the materials from 

the textbook considering the learners’ capability and classroom advisability in learning. Every 

textbook has its strengths and weaknesses related to the materials, exercises, and activities. 

The textbook will not always able to cover the whole learning materials and it will fail to arise 

the student’s and classroom needs. It may become challenges for teachers in choosing and 

applying the textbooks and fulfill the students’ needs in learning, especially in teaching 

learning English.  

 In the teaching learning process, the teachers have the ability to improve the students’ 

attitudes and the classroom environment by planning the interesting teaching learning 

activities. The teachers’ thought will be influenced by their background knowledge and life 

experiences. It will affect their goals, teaching procedures, materials, classroom interactions, 

their roles in the classroom, and their students as well (Ramazani, 2013 p. 1748). It will 

involve the education process and boosted the students’ ability in learning.  For that reason, it 

was necessary to study about the teachers’ perception of the English textbook used in teaching 

English based on their experience in teaching learning process.  

 This theme was raised because of the two months of teaching practice that researcher 

have done at the school, it turns out the school used more than one textbook in teaching. The 

researcher conducted this study at Junior High School in Jambi City. It has been surveyed at 

junior high school in Jambi City was one of the school which applied the English Textbook as 

the material resource in teaching learning process. The researcher also found that the English 

teachers at junior high school in Jambi City used additional English textbook beside the 

school obligatory textbook.  



 In reference to the above facts, the researcher is motivated to conduct a teachers’ 

perception on the use of English textbooks. The perception will be seen from teachers’ views 

in terms of textbook availability, contents, skills and exercises on “When English Rings the 

Bell” textbook. 

1.2 Formulation of the Research Question 

 

1. As the researcher stated in the background, this research is formulated into: 

2. How do teachers’ perceive English textbook in teaching English at junior high school 

in Jambi City? 

1.3 Purposes of the Research 

 

 Relevant to the research question, the aims of the study is:  

To investigate the teachers’ perceive English textbook in teaching English at junior high 

school in Jambi City. 

 

1.4 Limitation of the Research 

 This research was focus on teacher’s perception towards “When English Rings the 

Bell” textbook. This book is used in learning English at junior high school in Jambi City. 

Researcher conducted this research to find what the teachers’ perceive English textbook in 

teaching English at junior high school in Jambi City based on the teachers teach English at the 

seventh, eighth, ninth grade. This research is limited to examine the textbook in terms of the 

textbook availability, contents, skills and exercises. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Research 



This study is expected to contribute theoretically and practically. In terms of theory, the 

result of this study could be useful to know what the teachers’ perceived of the English 

textbook application and teachers' experience in choosing and applying English textbook for 

EFL classroom that the teachers face in the classroom.  Especially for English teachers, it is 

important to know how the teacher plan the classroom activities refer to the textbook used. In 

addition, this study expected to help the reader to enrich their understanding about the 

important of choosing the best sources in teaching English to EFL classroom students.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Teacher’s perception is the teachers that the researcher means in this study are the 

English Foreign Language teachers who teach at Junior High School in Jambi City. Perception 

means understanding and interpreting condition into aware impression. The teachers’ 

perception in this research means that perception appears when an individual has received 

sensory information regarding an object from their environment. Then interprets the meaning 

of the information based on the information that he has received through his sensory systems 

based on their experience in teaching English. 

Textbook here is published material entitle When English Ring the bell which 

specially designed to help language learners to improve their linguistic and communicative 

abilities. 
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