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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Research  

Writing, besides speaking is very important for students to learn 

since it is one of productive skills, which is frequently used to convey the 

ideas in communicating with others. Students are expected to be able to 

express their idea in written form, especially in the form of effective passage 

or text. Writing is a skill in which students can express ideas, feeling, and 

thoughts which are arranged in words, sentences, and paragraph using eyes, 

brain and hands (Raimes, 1987:76). This also means the students have to be 

able to compose and integrate information through components of linguistic 

logically, e.g., constructing words into phrase, then into clause, and 

complete sentence containing certain idea arranged in logical order, so the 

reader can easily understand the language being used in written language. 

Writing is one of the main language skills that allows people to 

organize and refine ideas, gives a person progress, and helps others to give 

feedback. Also, writing plays a significant role in expressing one’s ideas, 

thoughts, opinions, and attitudes. Through writing, people are capable of 

sharing ideas, feelings, persuading, and convincing others. People may write 

for personal enjoyment or some other purpose. According to Orwell (1946 

cited in Campbell, 2010) in his essay “Why I write” said that there are 

usually four reasons why people write. The first is “sheer egoism”. He 

argues that the desire to seem clever, to be talked about, to be remembered 
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after death, is a primary motive. Vanity drives people to write. The second 

reason is aesthetic enthusiasm. He writes that perception of beauty in the 

external world, or, on the other hand, in word on and their right arrangement 

are examples of an aesthetic appreciation that motivates many to write. The 

third reason is historical impulse. The desire to see things as they are, to find 

out true facts and store them up for the use of posterity. The last reason is 

political purpose. The desire to push the world in a certain direction, to alter 

other people’s idea of the kind of society that they should strive after is 

critical. The other people also write to earn money out, such as some famous 

novel writers in Indonesia, Tere Liye, Asma Nadia, and Ananta Toer 

Pramoedya. They may address an audience of one person or more persons 

and the audience may be known or unknown.  

Many people believe that writing is a talent but according to Sokolik 

(2003:106) “writing is a teachable and learnable skill” for both native and 

non-native speakers. In foreign language teaching, learners are exposed to 

varied course books and literary texts (generally simplified graded readers 

or authentic literary texts) as well as other text resources which can help 

them build up prior knowledge and present model texts for their writing. In 

short, individuals can learn writing skills and develop them. Thomson 

(2013) further stressed that he believes that the craft of writing legible, 

engaging fiction can be taught. However, as with any creative discipline, 

any discipline including teaching the technical skills required can only serve 

better to express the preoccupations of the individual. They are not a 

panacea that, once grasped, renders a student who can string sentences 



3 
 

together into a spell-binding story teller. That could happen over time with 

the concerted practice of skills learnt on a course alongside the development 

of the writer’s creative expressions.  Fiction is a literary work whose content 

is produced by imagination and is not necessarily based on fact. Writing 

fiction is generally conceded to be a combination of craft and talent 

(Milhorn: 2006). The craft part of the equation is the part that can be taught 

or learned. The talent part is the part that cannot be taught or learned. You 

were either born with it or you weren’t. It’s like a lot of other things in life. 

Learning a foreign language implies the strengthening of strategies 

that enable effective communication skills in meaningful contexts. Over the 

years, a debate on the hierarchization of language skills has taken place in 

language education. Many agree that all skills deserve the same importance, 

whereas others believe that writing should take first place, given its 

significance in all social, professional, and academic domains. According to 

Tribble (1996) and Harmer (2007), people use writing for various purposes 

in different contexts in which individuals are evaluated depending on the 

control they demonstrate this ability. In the last two decades, the teaching of 

writing has evolved from being focused on a final product (product 

approach) to a view in which writing is seen as a process embedded in a 

social situation (process genre approach) (Cuseta and Rincon, 2009). 

Traditionally, in the linear product-oriented method, writing was mainly 

associated with linguistic knowledge about the appropriate use of language, 

while writing development was seen as a result of imitating texts provided 

by the teacher (Badger and White,2000). Nowadays, however, writing is 
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understood to involve not only knowledge about the structure of language 

but also knowledge about the context in which writing happens, the purpose 

of writing, and skills in the use of language. Writing development takes 

place by developing learners’ potential and by providing feedback to 

learners’ responses. Hyland (2002) states that writing is essentially a 

problem-solving activity that involves a cognitive process, process 

approach, and a socially oriented proposal, genre approach. Salem (2009) 

and Tangpermpoon (2008) both observe that writing is a non-linear process 

since it allows writer store to formulate their ideas as they strive to build 

meaning. 

Using short stories in the EFL classroom exposes learners to 

distinctive opportunities for educational, intellectual, cultural and linguistic 

development. Short story is considered as one of the literary genres that can 

be used in the EFL classroom to enhance language skill, motivate students, 

and increase their cultural awareness and tolerance. King (2001) concludes 

that short stories can be utilized as engines, and a powerful and motivating 

source for assisting learners consolidate and practice language (grammar, 

diction). Similarly, Ellis and Brewster (1991:1-2) emphasize that “as stories 

are motivating and fun, they can help students develop positive attitudes 

towards the foreign language and enrich their learning experiences”. 

Creating good writers from student needs constant and wholehearted 

support (Kroll, 2003 cited in Powliczak, 2015). Certainly, students will 

enjoy lecturers who support and provide them time to time to write down. In 

University, creative writing is one of the subjects that taught to engage 
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students to write some kinds of writing. As Bernett (2008, as cited in 

Powliczak, 2015) said that creative writing is the study of writing (including 

poetry, fiction, drama, and creative non-fiction) and its contexts through 

creative production and reflection on process. In creative writing, the 

students asked to write a fiction story. Short story is a kind of fiction story. 

Short story is very interesting for University students to write.  

It can be concluded that short story as generally defined by many 

sources, is a fictional work depicting one character’s inner conflict or 

conflict with others, usually having one thematic focus. Short stories 

generally produce a single, focused emotional and intellectual response in 

the reader. Writing a short story attracts students to imagine and to have 

good idea.  

However, writing is regarded as the most challenging task and the 

most the difficult language skill among EFL students where students face 

many challenges in writing. Due to the complexity of the process, students 

display negative attitude towards writing and level of success is low. 

Moreover, the writing skill difficulties are one of the most significant 

problems that affect not only native English speakers but also hundreds of 

students that are learning English as a second or foreign language around 

the world. Students' difficulties in writing may occur because of many 

factors. One of the causes of the challenge might be the complex nature of 

the writing skill itself. Byrne (1988:4) states that certain psychological, 

linguistic, and cognitive factors make writing a complex and challenging 

discourse medium for most people in both native and second languages. 
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Moreover, Hedge (1988, as cited in Alfaki, 2015, p.44)  thinks that so as the 

writer to compensate for the absence of the prosodic features in writing, he/ 

she has to write with a high degree of organization, careful choice of 

vocabulary and using complex grammatical devices.  

By the researcher's experience when she learned the short story in 

the previous semester, she faced some difficulties such as difficult to find an 

idea, lack of vocabulary, and grammar errors. She faced difficulties also 

when she wanted to write a fiction story because she needed to write a story 

from her own imagination. The challenge in process of writing is a main 

reason for researcher wants to conduct this research to find out University 

students’ difficulties in writing fiction story. Based on those problems, the 

researcher is interested in conducting a research entitled "University 

students difficulties in writing Short Story." This study is an attempt to 

investigate the writing problems faced by students in Jambi University. The 

idea is to identify these problems faced by the students. 

 

1.2 The Formulation of the Research Question 

From the identification of the problems mentioned above, the 

research question was formulated “What are the students' difficulties in 

writing a short story?” 

 

1.3 The Purpose of the Research  

The purpose of the research was to find out students' difficulties in 

writing a short story. This research investigated students’ difficulties in 
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writing a Short Story especially in writing fiction story. The difficulties are 

related to their personal issues; motivation and lack of practice and also 

writing skill- related issues; linguistic problems (diction, figurative 

language, and grammatical problems) and content problems (developing 

ideas and plot). 

 

1.4 The Limitation of the Research 

In this research, the problem was limited to describing the 

difficulties faced by students in writing a short story. The participants of this 

research were students of the English study program in the fifth semester in 

Jambi University who had completed the introduction to creative writing in 

the fourth semester. The researcher only took five participants in this 

research. Moreover, the researcher also analyzed all the difficulties found in 

the interview session as explained by all participants.   

 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

This research has significance theoretically and practically. Theoretically, 

it will describe the students' difficulties in writing a short story, and it will become 

one of the information sources for other researchers who are interested in 

conducting similar research. Practically, the result of this study is expected as one 

of a source for creative writing subject.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

There are some terms that are used in this study. To make it clear, 

they are described as follow: 
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• Creative writing aids language development at all levels: grammar, 

vocabulary, phonology and discourse. It requires learners to 

manipulate the language in interesting and demanding ways in 

attempting to express uniquely personal meanings. Writing can be 

viewed as a recursive process involving both cognitive and 

metacognitive processes. Task, environment, individual cognition 

and affective processes all impact on producing written text (Larkin, 

2009). 

• Students’ Difficulty is something that is not easy to do or deal with. 

In this research, students’ difficulty is all things caused students’ 

faced difficulties in writing a short story. 

• Short story is a short work of prose fiction that usually depicts one 

characters' inner conflict or conflict with others. It is a work of 

fiction in prose writing about imagined events and characters 

(Upreti, 2012). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




