
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1  Background of The Study 

Listening and speaking are considered as the most fundamental oral 

communicative abilities. By mastering those two skills, people could obviously 

receive and convey information or ideas as well as establish and maintain the 

social relation (Anderson & Lynch: 1988). When people are engaged in 

conversation, they are definite to listen as well as speak in order to interact each 

other. Therefore these two skills are integrated or used as multi-layered activities. 

Harmer (2007: 265) argues for this reason, these connected skills are not supposed 

to teach and to learn in isolation. Learning these two oral skills at the same 

occasion is called learning oracy (Alexander: 2013). Term of oracy was firstly 

coined by Andrew Wilkindson in 1960s as he and his team found that listening 

and speaking were not thoroughly taken into account by national education 

system as much as reading and writing (Mercer: 2018). The concept was 

championed to use and disuse several times before finally it could be applied 

widely and internationally in schools and even in higher education setting. 

Learning oracy for students of English study program in Universitas Jambi 

is considered as a new way of teaching listening as well as speaking skills. It 

succeeds Speaking for Academic Purpose course, and was firstly implemented to 

third semester students in 2018. In Oracy class, the students are demanded not 

only to convey their understanding, opinions, ideas, and experiences but also to 



listen to spoken languages of others included what is being talked by the other 

students in front of the class as well as provide responses, approvals or 

disagreements in English fluently and precisely of each performance. Unlike the 

previous Speaking for Academic Purpose course, Oracy in Academic Context 

provides reviewing books, evaluating movies, examining food, observing life 

style, discussing characters, playing a role in improvised or scripted drama 

activities, and so on as its teaching themes. 

Nevertheless, many students all over the world may agree that speaking is 

one of the most difficult skills to master and listening as the focus-less taught skill 

is also found complicated in many cases. Therefore, learning oracy cannot be 

regarded as something that is consistently easy to do. As it replaces Speaking for 

Academic Purposes or the last speaking centered class in English Department, 

students of many kinds of background will probably encounter problems in their 

learning process. Following on that view, this study attempts to explore problems 

faced by the students majoring in English Department of Teacher Training and 

Education Faculty, Universitas Jambi in Oracy in Academic Context class. Like 

giving testimonials on a new product, this research collected opinions from 

students which hopefully be useful to develop Oracy in Academic Context class 

better for the next academic year.  

 

 

 



1.2  Purpose of Research 

The aim of this research is to describe the students’ problem in Oracy in 

Academic Context class as well as to investigate the possible causes of the 

problems faced by multi-achieved students majoring in English Department in 

Universitas Jambi. 

1.3 Formulation of Research Problem 

This research is formulated on the following questions: 

1. What are the problems faced by English students of Universitas Jambi in 

Oracy in Academic Context class? 

2. What are the possible causes of the problems faced by English students of 

Universitas Jambi in Oracy in Academic Context class? 

 

1.4 Significance of The Study 

Theoretically, this study is expected to give information about student’s 

problems in Oracy in Academic Context class as well as their possible causes. 

Practically, this research is expected be beneficial for both students and lecturers. 

For the students in English Department of Teacher Training and Education 

Faculty of Universitas Jambi, this research hopefully can help the students to 

recognize the potential difficulties in learning oracy and help them to deal with 

them. For lecturers, it is hoped to give insights about the problems encountered by 

the students, so that they are able to offer the solutions.  

 



1.5 Limitation of The Research 

In this study, the researcher limited the investigation to identifying the 

students’ problems encountered in Oracy in Academic Context coursework as well 

as the possible causes. The participants involved were only twelve students 

majoring in English Education in Universitas Jambi who have enrolled in Oracy 

in Academic Context course in academic year 2018/2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


