
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background  

 Teaching is a sharing of knowledge and experience. According to Ornstein and 

Lasley (2000), teaching is a complex act. Teaching becomes a complex act because 

what works in a situation with some students might not work in another school or even 

classes with different subject, students, and goals. Teaching activity needs the help of 

strategies to achieve goals. Teaching needs good strategies to manage complex 

problems in more efficient ways. 

 The strategy is a plan regarding activities to achieve specific goals. Hartono 

(2013) states strategies is a planning process which includes some activities that have 

been designed well to reach the goal of education. Therefore, the teacher needs to think 

about strategies use for learning to motivate the students and to achieve the best results 

in learning. 

 Motivation is one of the factors that influence the effectiveness of student 

learning. According to Harmer (2007) “motivation is some kind of internal drive which 

pushes someone to do something” (p.32). Learning process success when students have 

motivation in learning. Besides, Hammer (2007) identify two aspects of motivation 

namely intrinsic and extrinsic. Extrinsic motivation is a motivation that comes from 

outside the classroom and maybe from by several external factors. Intrinsic motivation 

is the kind of motivation that is generated by what happens inside the classroom, such 

as teaching methods, learning activities and desire to make themselves feel better. 



Therefore, motivation is the factor that stimulates or inhibit the desire to engage in the 

behaviour.  

 Teaching in vocational high school is such a special thing because it is different 

from senior high school where the material is general and teaching at vocational high 

school prepares the students not only to attend the higher-level education but also to 

meet the demand of industrial the world. Vocational in this case is a vocational high 

school that consists of several major. Therefore, English teachers need to create good 

strategies because the right strategies will develop students capability in mastering the 

subject and achieve the learning goals. 

 Teaching strategies are among the main factor that helps determine and how 

well the students learn a foreign language. According to Silver (2007) states that 

strategies are different types or styles of plans teachers use to achieve the goals. It 

means every teacher needs to create teaching strategies. In the learning process, all 

teacher teach a student who has different motivation and characteristic. They also need 

different attention. Therefore an English teacher tries to motivate by trying as much as 

possible to make the process of learning English as pleasant as possible from them and 

continue to assure students’ that English is not a very difficult lesson most students 

assume.  

Based on my experience in teaching practice at one of Vocational High Schools 

in Jambi, several students said that some teachers motivated them to learn English 

because they have a teaching strategy that interests them in English subject. Students 

admitted that the teachers do not only give material or notes but can enhance students’ 

motivation by giving positive feedback, giving supports, playing a game, and directing 



the importance of learning activities. That is why the researcher wants to identify what 

strategies teachers use in motivating students in learning English. 

 The role of a teacher is pivotal not only to maintain the class but also to 

encourage, support and build students’ interest in the subject that he or she taught. 

Certainly, it is not an easy thing to do by the teacher. The teacher should find the 

appropriate strategy to apply in the classroom which suits the learners level. There are 

so many strategies that could be used by the teachers but not all of the strategies could 

be appropriate and suit the learners level. Therefore, the researcher feel needs to find 

out teaching strategies that can improve students learning outcomes and motivation. 

Because This is important for the English teachers to understand the possible effective 

strategies in motivating students 

 To date, there have been no studies discussing the related topic at that school 

and there are some factors, which influence student interest to learn English course. 

Meanwhile, the factors that come from the students are the external and internal cause. 

It is one of the reasons why the researcher chooses this study aside from my teaching 

experience in the school. 

1.2 Research Question 

The research question that has been formulated for this current study is the 

researcher wants to identify what strategies do English teachers’ to motivate students 

in learning English at one of Vocational High School in Jambi? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 



  The purpose of this research is to the answer to the research question. The 

purpose of this study is to investigate teachers’ strategies to motivate students in 

learning English at one of Vocational High School in Jambi. Information from this 

research makes the English teaching and learning process is more interest in the 

classroom. 

1.4 Limitations of the Study 

 This research is limited to the data collection technique. Because nowadays 

Corona Virus (covid 19) is spreading so the government is implementing social 

distancing which limits the researcher from carrying out activities as usual.  

1.5 Significance of the Study 

 The researcher hopes this research can use the information for the teacher in the 

future which the result of this research can give new insight to teachers’ about the 

strategies of the teachers’ in motivating their students in learning English. For a 

researcher, this research can improve the professional as a teacher in future with the 

hope that students more easily understand the material being taught and increase 

student motivation. 

For the English teachers in one of Vocational High School in Jambi who need 

strategies to motivate their students in learning English, the researcher hopes 

information from this research will help teachers’ in designing the learning process in 

the classroom where there are many students with different characters and motivation. 

 


