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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research

Teaching is a process of how the teacher doing the process to help the

students to get the gist of the material in learning process (Patel, M.F & Jain,

Praveen M, 2008). Teachers should help the students to be active in the classroom,

enjoy and have fun when they are studying in the class, including English subject.

Teachers should motivate learners and attract their attention to learn English.

Every class at schools in Indonesia contains of different type of students.

It is not only their different characteristics, but also their ability, needs, and

motivation. It makes the class categorized as the mixed-ability class.

Mixed-abilty class happened where the students learn foreign language in one

class that have different educational background, ability, learning style, cognitive,

interest, feelings, motivation, and many other aspects (Ainslie in Svard, 2006). It

is also supported by Ireson & Hallam (2001), they suggest that teachers need to

recognize that a class is mixed-ability because children have different strengths

and weeknesses different level of development.

This situation also happened in Jambi. Based on the researcher’s

observation, SMPN 11 Kota Jambi is one of school which contains mixed-ability

class. In recruiting new students, every school in Jambi follows the same

regulation including SMPN 11 Kota Jambi. Based on technical instruction of

acceptance the new learners (Juknis PPDB) Jambi city, the regulation is divided

into four lanes which are online recruitment, offline recruitments for talented

students, and low economics students, for students around the school. This
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phenomenon makes this school categorized as mixed-ability class.

In teaching English for mixed-ability class, teachers should give

appropriate strategy to all of the students because they have differences in

comprehending the lesson. Commonly, teachers treat the students in one class

with the same treatment. Meanwhile, the students in mixed-ability class should be

treated differently and should be depended on their ability as the students in the

mixed-ability class. Teachers could do this different treatment by differentiating

the instruction. The different instruction also will give different ways for students

to learn (Tomlinson, 2001).

In learning English, there are four skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading,

and Writing) that have to be mastered by the students. One of important skills is

Listening which is supported by Linse (2005) who stated that listening is a

foundation skill for other skills. From the observation, the researcher got

informations from the teacher who teaches at SMP N 11 Kota Jambi that students

faced problem in Listening skill. This scholl did not have more facilities or media

to support in listening process. The teacher only acted as the speaker. So, students

looked lazy and uninterest to learn English, especially listening.

Moreover, teacher did not have the best technique or strategy to improve

the student’s listening. That is why the student’s listening skill was still low. It

could be seen from students’ listening score from the pre-test, that was 56,11.

Relating to motivation, according to the English teacher, most of students do not

really give respond to the teachers explanation. The higher ability students give

more attention to the teachers than the lower ability students.

Based on the situation above, it seems that teaching in mixed-ability class
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need an appropriate strategy, including in teaching listening. One of the teaching

techniques which is appropriate in mixed ability class is Collaborative Learning.

This technique is needed to reach students’ achievement and solve their problems

in learning process. Referring to this, Momtaz (2010) argued that Collaborative

learning is one of educational strategies or techniques that can help teachers in

teaching and learning process which is in all situations where students come

together in groups, it suggests a way of dealing with people which respects and

highlights individual group members' abilities and contributions, and also work

together to split the problem in learning.

According to Tomlinson (2001), a mixed-ability class can be managed by

making the group work or collaborative group in learning process. By using this

technique, the students could learn how to do something with group work, the

students could change their thought and share their opinions with their friends in

group work, and then solve the problem through discussion. The higher ability

students could help the other students that have difficulty during learning process.

Also, the researcher use the audio and video to support their lesson in

listening. The researcher modified the technique and using different video in

every meeting video could make the student’s to enjoy and have fun in the

learning process. According to Trujillo, Torecillas, & Salvadores (2004) are

overhead projector, video player, and camera. Teaching aid through Audio visual

can be done through film or video for example. The students are interested to the

method because the students can get information, education, and entertainment.

Based on th theori, the reseracher concludes that teaching aid through audio,

visual, and audio visual can stimulate and express students’ motivation to
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improve their ability to listen in English.

Then, the researcher was interested in conducting a research entitled:

“Improving Students’ Listening Skill by Using Collaborative Learning and

in Mixed-Ability Class at SMPN 11 Kota Jambi”.

1.2 Question of the Research

Based on the background mentioned above, the question of the research is:

“How does the Collaborative Learning and Video Improve Student’s Listening

Skill in Mixed-Ability Class at SMPN 11 Kota Jambi?”

1.3 Objective of the Research

Based on the question mentioned above, this research is conducted to

improve how collaborative learning and video can improve student’s listening skill

in mixed-ability class at SMPN 11 Kota Jambi.

1.4 Limitation of the Research

The research focused on the teaching and learning process in the

mixed-ability class by using collaborative learning in order to improved student’s

listening skill in junior high school level. The collaborative learning was applied

in mixed-ability class students at SMP N 11 Kota Jambi in the second year. The

materials that were be used was action research which depends on the topic in the

syllabus of 2013 curriculum with use the video and audio by infocus projector.

1.5 Significance of the Research

The findings of this research are expected to be useful and relevant

theoretically and practically. Theoretically, they are expected to contribute some
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supports to the existing similar research findings. Practically, it was expected to

help teacher in teaching the mixed-ability class, especially in teaching listening.

1.6 Definition of Key Terms

The following are some definitions of important terms that are used in this

study. That is Listening, Collaborative Learning, and Mixed-Ability Class.

1. Listening is one of the skill in English, it conscious attention to the

message of what is said (Howatt and Dakin, 1974 as cited in Hien, 2015).

Listening skills is the students ability of understanding the plot of the story, the

vocabulary use on the language, understanding a speaker’s accent and

pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary.

2. Collaborative Learning (CL) is one of educational strategies or

techniques that can help teacher in teaching and learning process which is in all

situations where students come together in groups, it suggests a way of dealing

with people which respects and highlights individual group members' abilities

and contributions, and also work together to split the problem in learning

(Momtaz, 2010).

3. Video is defined as the aids involve the sense of vision and hearing. Some

kinds of this type are overhead projector, video player, and camera, powerpoint,

slide, television, computer, and soon (Trujillo, Torecillas, & Salvadores,2004).

Teaching aid through Audio visual can be done through film or video for

example.

4. Mixed-Ability Class is a class which contains of the varieties of learners

that have many different thing, such as their ability, needs, interest, educational

background, and the other aspects (Ainslie in Svard, 2006).


