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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of Research

Reading is one of the important aspects of learning English. Reading it self is

a complex and complicated process which involves the internal and external factors

of the students. The internal factors are everything from the students which can be

though, as a result of an interaction in the reading process and external factors which

are all the factors are from outside of the student.

Reading is an active process of identifying important ideas, comparing

evaluating, and applying them (Mc. Whorter, 1994:4). Therefore, in reading the

paragraph the reader have to tryto comprehend the main ideas of the reading without

comprehending the paragraph, it will be very difficult to understand what reader has

read or what the writer means in reading material.

It can be seen that reading is not only looking at the word in the form of

graphic symbols but also getting meaning from word to word or line to line to

understand what we read. It means that reading is a process to understand the text

content and to get information.

One of learning goals for students’ reading skills is able to understand the

messages conveyed by the communication medium of written language with precise

and accurate. Accuracy and precision in understanding the messages that it is very

important in order to achieve an understanding of the communication messages.

Reading is an interactive process when the readers read a text and they can get the

meaning.
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As the people who need the information, need a method that can be effective

to comprehend. Reading comprehension is finding the author’s intent and implicit

meaning of the text. The message and idea in the reading text have author’s purpose,

attitude, tone, and mood.  Types of reading comprehension are finding the main idea,

topic sentence, following and predicting the sequence of events, noting and grasping

details, following printed directions, summarizing or drawing the conclusion, and

critical evaluation.

The Main idea is a point of information. To find it, the reader has to know the

characterization of the main idea. The main idea is a sentence of a paragraph that

exposes the important information of a paragraph and the central thought message.in

contrast to the term topic, which refers to the subject under discussion, the term main

idea refers to the point or thought being expressed. While the topic is that captures the

meaning of the entire paragraph or group of a sentence. It tells what the passage is

mainly about.  It is stated that main thought of a paragraph or of a larger unit of

discourse and is usually placed at or near the beginning.

There are three kinds of reading the subject in teaching learning process of

English study program in Jambi University. In the first semester is Reading for

General Purpose, the second semester is Reading for Professional Context, and the

third semester is Reading for Academic Purpose. Based on syllabus, from the third

course that studies the main idea and the topic is reading for professional context. So,

the researcher chooses reading for professional context class in second semester to

conduct research.
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Based on the explanation above, the researcher will research the students’

ability to identify main idea and topic sentence in the second semester of English

Study Program at Jambi University.

1.2 Research Question

This research set out to explore students’ ability in identifying main idea and

topic sentence in the second semester of English Study Program at Jambi University

To fill the purpose of this study, the researcher formulates a research question,

as follow:

How the students’ ability to identify main idea and topic sentencein second

semester of English Study Program at Jambi University?

1.3 Limitation of the Research

This research limits in analyzing the students’ability to identify main idea and

topic sentencein the second semester of English Study Program at Jambi University.

1.4 Purpose of the Research

Based on the formulation of research question mention above, the purpose of

this research is to analyzing the students’ability to identify main idea and topic

sentencein second semester of English Study Program at Jambi University.

1.5 Significances of the Research

For English teacher, from this research, the teacher will know the

students’ability to identifythe main idea and topic sentencein the second semester of

English Study Program at Jambi University and it is hoped that the result of the study

motivates other teachers as motivators to encourage their ability.
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1.6 Definition Of Key Term

Main Idea : The central, or most important, idea in a

paragraph or passage. It states the purpose

and sets the direction of the paragraph or

passage.

Topic : Special sentences that served as guideposts

to the writer and reader.

Reading for Professional Context : The course that covers comprehension of a

range of different types of texts, such as

exposition, discussion, and response to

literary works.
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CHAPTER II

LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Definition of Reading

Burt, Peyton & Adams (2003) stated that in their review research “reading is

essentially the process of getting information from written language” (p.33). in

addition, according to Urquhart and Weir in Grabe (2009:14), reading is the process

of receiving and interpreting information encodedin language form via the medium of

print. However, Wallace (2003) assumed that the reading process has tended to be

characterized primarily as psychological cognitive and individual. As a result, reading

is a process of getting information from the written language.

Reading, in general, is the ability to make sense of written or printed symbols

in order to receive the message from the written text. this statement used for some

readers who read in order to pleasure themselves. So this kind of readers need the text

which can entertain them. In specific case, reading is the ability to involve

knowledge. The readers who want to increase their knowledge need reading material

that can give them information.

2.2 Reading Comprehension

Reading cannot be separated from comprehension because reading requires

comprehension of meaning stated in the passage of the text. Snow (2002:11) defines

reading comprehension as the process of simultaneously extracting and constructing

meaning through interaction and involvement with written language. The message

and idea in the reading text have author’s purpose, attitude, tone, and mood.
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Furthermore, Weaver (1994:44) stated that involves such as predicting, questioning,

summarizing, determining the meaning of vocabulary in context, monitoring one’s

own comprehension and reflecting. It is the degree to which readers understand what

they read. When readers pick up the newspaper and read about latest election results,

call up a web site and read directions on installing a new light switch, or grab a novel

off the shelf of the local bookstore, readers are using their reading comprehension

skills to gather information from text.

Then, Grabe & Staller (2002) also deliver that reading for general

comprehension refers to the ability to understand information in a text and interpret it

appropriately and correctly. However, reading comprehension abilities are quite

complex and the difference in numerous ways depending on tasks, motivations, goals,

and language ability.

Davis (2002:7) stated that there were 5 types of comprehension skills to

measure students’ reading comprehension, (1) recalling word meanings (vocabulary

knowledge), (2) drawing inference from content, (3) following the structure of

passage, (4) recognizing a writer’s purpose, attitude, tone, mood, and (5) finding

answer to question answered explicitly or on paraphrase.

The first is recalling word meaning (vocabulary knowledge). It requires the

students to guess the meaning of the words based on the context or the sentences in

which the words are found. The second is drawing the inference from content, we ask

the students to draw the conclusion based on the reading text given. The third is

following the structure of passage, teacher asks the students to identify main idea and
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topic of a paragraph. Main idea is the author’s idea about the topic. Topic sentence is

what the paragraph is talking about. Topic sentence is the sentences that tell what the

paragraph is going to be. It is explained and supported by sentences that follow in the

paragraph. In a well-written paragraph, most of the sentences support, describe and

explain the main idea. Recognizing a writer’s purpose, attitude, toon and mood of the

writer, and also to know the message of the reading text. The last, finding answer to

answer the question explicitly or on paraphrase, the teacher asks the students to find

the answer to the question based on the reading text given.

From the explanation above, reading comprehension is a complex process, it

requires the readers to understand interpret the contents of the texts and then get the

message through a written language.

2.3 Types of Reading Comprehension

Tinker and Mc.Cullough (2005:15) stated that as the students advance through

school. they will also need to acquire skills in the more specialized techniques of

comprehension.The basic abilities of the word, sentence paragraph, and story

comprehension plus the ability to apply appropriately the specialized types of

comprehension produce the mature reader. In fact, mastery of the more complex

comprehension skills constitutes the hallmark of the good reader.

Since the specialized techniques of comprehension overlap the essential study

skills, both will be discussed in some detail. Here, the specific types of

comprehension with merely listed:
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1. Finding the main idea. The purpose in such reading is to dig out the essential

meaning, the central theme, or general, import from reading a  paragraph, a

story, or a descriptive article.

2. Following and predicting the sequence of events is essential for maximum

enjoyment and sufficient understanding of narrative material.

3. Noting and grasping details. Profiency in reading such a materials as science

and mathematics require apprehension and assimilation of all relevant details.

4. Following printed directions is an important skill for both children and adults.

For example, in playing a game, constructing a model, or assembling a piece

of machinery.

5. Summarizing or drawing conclusions is a skill that requires greater emphasis

upon thoughtful reading and interpretation. So the ability to think not only a

long with but beyond what is given in the printed material.

6. Critical evaluation involves the kind of judgement that selects appropriate

data for generalizing. A reader’s whole background of experience should be

used in this skill. Critical evaluation is important, for example, in

differentiating facts from opinion in a news article.

2.4 Micro & Macro Reading Skill

According to Brown (2001) Stated that there is micro and macro skill in

reading. Finding main idea one of the skills that exist in micro where the skills are

discriminate among distinctive graphemes and orthographic patterns of English,

retain chunks of language of different lengths in short term memory,process writing

at an efficient rate of speed to suit the purpose, recognize a core of words, and



9

interpret word order patterns and their significance (The essence of the formation of a

sentence), grammatical word classes (nouns, verb etc.) systems (e.g. tense,

agreement, pluralisation), patterns, rules, and elliptical forms, the particular meaning

may be expressed in different grammatical forms, cohesive devices in written

discourse and their role in signaling the relationship between and among clauses.

Then finding the main idea is part of the existing skills in the macro that are

recognize the rhetorical forms of written discourse and their significance for

interpretation, the communicative functions of written texts, according to form and

purpose, Infer context that is not explicit by using background knowledge, from

described events, ideas, etc. Infer links and connections between events, deduce

causes and effects, and detect such relations as main idea, supporting idea, new

information, given information, generalization, and exemplification, distinguish

between literal and implied meanings, detect culturally specific references and

interpret them in a context of the appropriate cultural schemata, and last develop and

use a battery of reading strategies such as scanning and skimming, detecting

discourse markers, guessing the meaning of words from context, and activating

schemata for the interpretation of texts.

Based on the explanation above, main idea is one type of reading

comprehension that tell the core of a paragraph or the important sentence of the

paragraph. While the topic is the particular issue or idea that serves as the subject of

a paragraph, essay, report, or speech.
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2.5 Main Idea

According to Hood and Solomon (2012:10), reading for main idea is a skill

that requires carefully reading a text to identify the main point without worrying

about unnecessary detail. In addition Dararat (2012:11) in order to find details that

support the main idea, the readers should be able to identify which ais more important

that the others.

Main idea is central or most important, idea in a paragraph or passage. It states

the purpose and sets the direction of the paragraph or passage. The main idea may be

state or it may be implied. When the main idea of the paragraph is stated that it most

found in the first sentence of the paragraph. Authors may use one sentence to state the

main idea clearly, or they may use supporting details to point out and explain the

idea. However, the main idea may be found in any sentence of the paragraph. The

main idea may be stated in the first sentence of a paragraph and then be repeated or

restated at the end of the paragraph. The first sentence of a paragraph may present a

point of view, while the last sentence presents a contrasting or opposite view.

According to Smith (2016) “ the main idea, also called the central idea or

main point, is the primary concept of a passage”. Furthermore, Donahue stated the

main idea is what the selection or the story is mostly about. Main idea is one of the

more difficult strategies, yet one of the most important. To figure out the main idea of

a passage :

1. The main idea is usually a sentence.

2. The main idea is sometimes found in the first sentence of a paragraph.
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3. The main idea is sometimes found in the last sentence of a paragraph.

2.6 Topic Sentences

Topic sentence is the general subject of a paragraph or essay. The topics are

simple and are described with just a word, a phrase, or a sentence. Topic sentence is

special sentences that served as guideposts to the writer and reader; they shape the

essay and move it along from idea to idea. Viewed from the viewpoint of the author,

topic sentence is the oral device: A writer may (or may not) use it to guide the readers

understanding of the ideas presented by the paragraph.Well-constructed topic

sentences are the writer's way of announcing to readers that are a general information.

Use it as a stepping stone to guide the reader understanding of all the other details

provided, so that reader’s idea about the paragraph's main idea matches up with mine

when reader finish reading.

According to Brizee (2009) “ topic sentence also states the point the writer

wishes to make about that subject. Generally, the topic sentence appears at the

beginning of the paragraph. It is often the paragraph’s very first sentence. A

paragraph’s topic sentence must be general enough to express the paragraph’s overall

subject.” Also known as a focus sentence, it encapsulates or organizes an entire

paragraph. Although topic sentences may appear anywhere in a paragraph, in

academic essays they often appear at the beginning.

There are several guidelines for choosing a topic sentence by Brizee (2009):

1. The topic sentence should identify the main idea and point of the paragraph.

To choose an appropriate topic sentence, read the paragraph and think about

its main idea and point.
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2. The supporting details in the paragraph ( the sentence other than the topic

sentence) will develop or explain the topic sentence. Read all the supporting

details in the paragraph and think about the ideas they discuss.

3. The topic sentence should not be too general or too specific. When

considering the options, look for a topic sentence that is general enough to

show the paragraph’s main idea instead of just one of its details. The answer

should be specific enough that the reader understands the main idea of the

paragraph.

2.7 Correlation between Main Idea and Topic Sentence

Murphy (2006) stated that the main idea of a paragraph represents the specific

point being made in the paragraph. It is a summary of what the argument is trying to

argue. A topic sentence explicitly defines what the paragraph will argue, in general

terms.

Many readers struggle with differentiating between the topic sentence and the

main idea of an essay (Murphy, 2006). An easy way to identify the difference is by

focusing on the role each plays in developing the thesis of the essay. According to

Dararat (2012:10), the main idea is the statement made about the topic which is

supported by detail. Therefore, the main idea is directly related to both the topic. A

topic sentence is a visual representation of the main idea of the paragraph.

Subsequent sentences will relate to the main idea of the paragraph by providing

support and evidence that backs up the topic sentence. Thus, a reader is told what will

be argued through the topic sentence, while the main idea is constructed through the

supporting details offered in the paragraph.
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The main idea may be very broad in nature. Furthermore, it is often not

confined to a single paragraph, as it may represent the overall theme of the essay.

Therefore, a topic sentence is used to focus the paragraph, to unite it to a specific

component of the main idea of the essay and thus develops the main idea of the

paragraph. The topic sentence restricts the information that is to be presented in a

paragraph. For example, if you argue that "auto correct removes the need to learn

how to spell," the topic sentence would limit your paragraph to this concept and

would dictate that any information that does not directly relate to the topic sentence

would be contained in a different paragraph.

The topic sentence is part of a greater road map for an essay. It relates to the

thesis statement, which presents the overall argument of the essay or the essay's

general theme. Each topic sentence represents a new dynamic of the argument,

signifies a new paragraph and develops internal consistency. Each topic sentence

illustrates the author's points and if a reader was to present a summary of the writer's

argument, he or she could use the topic sentences to outline each component. Due to

its importance in the essay's organizational structure, topic sentences are generally

located at the beginning of the paragraph to set the stage for the details that follow

2.8 Reading for Professional Context

This course covers comprehension of a range of different types of texts, such

as exposition, discussion, and response to literary works. The reading texts provided

in this course are related to several issues found in Education. The students are

expected to get familiar with reading for different purposes (reading for knowledge

enrichment and critiquing the texts). They also learn to read effectively. Therefore,
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some reading strategies are introduced to develop students’ comprehension skills.

The skills include locating both stated and implied topic, main ideas, identifying

authors’ points of view, purpose,and tone, distinguishing facts from opinions,

drawing conclusions.

In this study, the researcheruse the class reading for professional context to

analyze the relationship between the ability to identify the main idea and topic in a

text.

2.9 Previous Research
In this research there are three previous researches. Which similar to this

present study. The first is Aprilia (2011) in her research entitled “Students’ Ability in

Idntifying Passive Voice in Reading Text at the Second Year of SMAN 3 Teluk

Kuantan”. Sample of this research were second years students of SMAN 3 Teluk

Kuantan and object of this research was the students’ ability in identifying passive

voice in reading text. Theresearch question of this reasearch were to find out the

students’ ability in identifying passive voice in reading text and to find out the factors

that influences the students’ ability in identifying passive voice in reading text.The

instrument of this research is test and interview. The test was used to find the

students’ ability in identifying passive voice in reading text. meanwhile, interview

was used to obtain the factors that influence the students’ ability in identifying

passive voice in reading text. Based on therecapitulation on the test result and the data

analyzed,it was found that the students’ ability in identifying passive voice in reading

text was classified into poor to average (55.8). the factors that influence the students’



15

ability in identifying passive voice in reading text were low motivation, limited time,

intelligence, teachers’ method, class condition, family, and peers.

The second previous research is Lestari, Rahayu, and Kasyulita (2015). in

their reasearch entitled “An Anlaysis of Students’ Skill in Identifying Supporting

Details in reading Text at Fourth Semester Students English Study Program in

University  of Pasir Pengaraian”. The purpose of this research was to know the

students’ skill on identification supporting details in reading text, which divided into

major suporting details and minor supporting details. This research is descriptive

qualitative research. The sample of this research is all of students in fourth semester

in English study program at universityof pasir pangaraian which consists of 35

students. The finding of this research was the students’ skill in identifying supporting

details in reading text was in poor category. Which detailed 22.86 was good

category.25.71% was fair category. 34.29% was poor category. 17.14% was very

poor category. Students skill in identifying major supporting details was in good

category which detailed 48.57%  was in good category. 45.71%. 5.71% was very

poor category. Students’ skill in identifying minor supporting details was in poor

category with detailed 37.14% was in good category. 42.86% was in poor category.

20% was in very poor category.

The third previous research is Nurdiana, Roza, Tavriyanti (2013). The

research entitled “An Analysis on the Students’ Reading ability in Understanding

Topic Sentence and Concluding Sentence in Descriptive Text at Grade IX SMPN 1

Kubung”. The research was conducted in descriptive research design. The researchers

used cluster random sampling which 22 students as the sample from population that
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consist of 115 students. The data were collected by giving reading test. The data were

analyzed to find the number of the students who had High, Moderate, and Low

ability. The result of the research showed that the students’ reading ability in

understanding topic sentence was high. There were 54.54% of the students got high.

Their reading ability in concluding sentence was moderate because more of the

students (68.18%) got moderate. Then, the students’ averege score in understanding

topic sentence and concluding sentence in descriptive text were High, because

86.35% was capable.

From the previous researches, there are similarities and differences with this

research. In this research, the researcher discussed “Students’ Ability to Identify Main

Idea And Topic Sentence in second semester”. The similarities with the previous

research are about the students’ ability and collect the data by giving the test.

Furthermore, this research is quite different from the limitation of the research, the

sample, time and place. They only give some references in doing this research.
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CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

3.1 Design of Research

This research was descriptive design. The researcher found out the students’

ability to identify main idea and topic sentence in second semester of English Study

Program at Jambi University.Descriptive statistic was to describe of the result that

has been gotten from the test that given to the students.

3.2 Population and Sample

The population of this study is all of the second semester of English Study

Program at Jambi University, that had took Reading for professional Context class.

There are four class. This research used cluster sampling. Sugiyono (2010:83) states

that cluster sampling is a sampling technique used when “Natural” groupings are

evident in statistical populations. The sample of this research was students who took

Reading for Professional Contextin A class. They are 35 students at Reading for

Professional Context class in second-semester of English Study program of FKIP

Jambi University.

3.3 Data Collection Procedure

The researcher used test in collecting the data.This data answered the research

question “How the students’ ability to identify main idea and topic sentence in second

semester of English Study Program at Jambi University?
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3.4.1 Testing

Gathering data usually using questionaire, conducting interviews, gathering

documentary evidence, field diaries, and notes, systematic observation, or using test

byKoshy, (2005:87). For this research, the researcher used test as the instrument. A

test is designed to measure a person’s ability in a language by Hughes, (2003:11).

Since the researcher wants to investigate the correlation between two kinds of test,

identify main idea and topic sentence, so researcher used test method. The test

consists of ten texts and there are some questions asked about main idea and topic

sentence of each texts. The instrument that used in this research was in the form of

multiple choice test. The researcher asked students to choose the correct answer based

on the option.

The data of this research collected under these following steps: 1) First, the

researcher looking for some text for the respondent to identify the main idea and the

topic of the text. 2) Second, the researcher gave the texts to the respondent to identify

main idea and topic of each text.

3.4 Reliability of Test

Ary (2002;216) stated that Standardized test are generally classified as

standardized and teacher or researcher made. Standardized test is published test that

has resulted from careful and skillful preparation by experts and cover broad

academic objectives common to the majority of the school system. It is especially

useful when evaluating the usefulness of achievement tests or test that sample

particular area of knowledge.
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To get the reliability the researcher has been carrying out the research. To test

the reliability and measure the reliability of the test must be conducted at the same

level. As both of second semester of class A and class H were on the same level. For

the first, the tests were distributed for class H and then it turns to class A. The test has

been trying out on June, 3rd 2017. The test analyzed by using SPSS and analyzed

byCronbach’s Alpha. The interpretation of the reliability of the test as follows

Table 1

The Interpretation of index Reliability
Size Interpretation Reliability
Between 0,8 and 1,0 Very Strong
Between 0,6 and 0,8 Strong
Between 0,4 and 0,6 Moderate
Between 0,2 and 0,4 Weak
Between 0,0 and 0,2 Very Weak
Note: By Salkind, Neil J. 1991.Exploring Research.

The reliability of the test was tried-out to Reading for Professional Context

Class (H). There were 21 students following the test. The result of test reliability was

the table as follow:

Table 2 Reliability Statistics

Based on the result the table 2 above, the Cronbach’s Alpha result was 0.650.

It meant that the result 0.650 higher than 0.6. According to Salkind (1991) if the

Reliability Statistics

Cronbach's

Alpha N of Items

.650 21
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result of Cronbach’s Alpha between 0.60 until 0.8 was strong reliability and allowed

to use the test.

3.5 Data Analysis

In order to answer the research problem, the data that was gathered then

analyzed and interpreted with regard to research design. Since the data was in

numerical form, the statistical analysis which was applied.

The researcher used simple descriptive statistics in analyzing the data. First,

the researcher collected the data from the sample. It means that the test have been

done by the sample. Then, the researcher identifyied the correct answer by using the

formula from Sudjana (1989).

C = 100
C = the correct answer

R = the count of appropriate class of word

N = the number of test questions

After knowing the number of correct answer, the score will be categorized

into percentage by using formula from Sudjana (1989) to see the level of students’

ability to identify main idea and topic sentence.

= 100
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X = the level of comprehension

T = the total scores of comprehension

N = the total number of testers

Meanwhile, the data of students’ ability in identifying main idea and topic

sentence by procedure point the following table:

Table 3

The interval of five-point scale

Nurgiyantoro, 1988

Those criteria above mean:

Very good : the achievement of students who were able to answer the test item

between the percentage of ability degree 85%-100%

Good : the achievement of students who were able to answer the test item

between the percentage of ability degree 75%-84%

Fair : the achievement of students who were able to answer the test item

between the percentages of ability degree 60%-74%

Weak : the achievement of students who were able to answer the test item

between the percentage of ability degree 40%-59%

Poor : the achievement of students who were able to answer the test item

between the percentages of ability degree 0%-39%

No The Interval of Ability Degree Categories

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

85 - 100
75 - 84
60 - 74
40 - 59
0 – 39

Very Good
Good
Fair
Weak
Poor
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CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

This research was conducted toward the students of English Study Program of

Jambi University at second Semester in academic year 2016/2017 on June 9th, 2017.

The tests were given to the sample when they were studying in the classroom at

working hour between 08.00am – 09.30am. There is one class of Reading for

Professional Context subject. There are 35 students in the class. The activities

conducted by researcher were giving the tests to the students dirrectly and collecting

the tests.

4.1 The Ability Of Students Finding Main Idea

The test consisted of 10 items. The test was taken from Laraine Flemming and

Online Learning Center. Researcher adapted it. The researcher used multiple choice.

The researcher asks the students to answer 10 multiple choice questions with 5

alternative answer about main idea. Based on the test was given, the second semester

on Reading for Professional Context of Jambi University had average score 78. it

means that they had good in finding main idea. As seen in the table below:

Table 4

The Score of the Test to Measure the Students’ Mastery in Finding Main

Idea

Students’
Name

True
answer

False
answer

Score

S1 80 20 80
S2 70 30 70
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S3 90 10 90
S4 80 20 80
S5 90 10 90
S6 80 20 80
S7 90 10 90
S8 90 10 90
S9 80 20 80
S10 70 30 70
S11 50 50 50
S12 90 10 90
S13 100 0 100
S14 70 30 70
S15 60 40 60
S16 30 70 30
S17 90 10 90
S18 90 10 90
S19 60 30 60
S20 60 40 60
S21 80 20 80
S22 90 10 90
S23 60 40 60
S24 90 10 90
S25 60 40 60
S26 80 20 80
S27 80 20 80
S28 90 10 90
S29 90 10 90
S30 90 10 90
S31 90 10 90
S32 80 20 80
S33 70 30 70
S34 60 40 60
S35 100 0 100
Total2730
Avarage                                      78
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Table 5
The Frequency of Students’ Ability to Identify Main Idea

No
The interval of

Percentage of Ability
Degree

Categories Students (%)

1 85% - 100% Very good 15 (42.8%)

2 75% - 84% Good 8 (22.8%)

3 60% - 74% Fair 10 (28.5%)

4 40% - 59% Weak 1 (2.8%)

5 0% - 39% Poor 1 (%)

From the table 4, the avarage score of finding main idea is 78. Based on

student’s achievement classification, the score is categorized good (75-84).

4.2 The Ability of Students Finding Topic Sentence

Same as main idea test before, the test consisted of 10 items. The test was

taken from Laraine Flemming and Online Learning Central and adapted by the

researcher. The test is multiple choice too with 5 alternative answers about topic

sentence. Based on the test was given, the second semester on Reading for

Professional Context of Jambi University had average score 55.7. it means that they

had weak in finding main idea. As seen in the table below:

Table 6

The Score of the Test to Measure the Students’ Mastery in Finding Topic

Sentence

Students’
Name

True
Answer

False
Answer

Score

S1 40 60 40
S2 40 60 40
S3 70 30 70
S4 40 60 40
S5 40 60 40
S6 20 80 20



25

S7 70 30 70
S8 80 20 80
S9 80 20 80
S10 60 40 60
S11 40 60 40
S12 40 60 40
S13 30 70 30
S14 60 40 60
S15 40 60 40
S16 50 50 50
S17 70 30 70
S18 20 80 20
S19 50 50 50
S20 50 50 50
S21 50 50 50
S22 80 20 80
S23 80 20 80
S24 80 20 80
S25 50 50 50
S26 70 30 70
S27 80 20 80
S28 60 40 60
S29 60 40 60
S30 80 20 80
S31 70 30 70
S32 90 10 90
S33 30 70 30
S34 50 50 50
S35 30 70 30
Total 1950
Avarage                                          55.7

Table 7
The Frequency of Students’ Ability

No
The interval of

Percentage of Ability
Degree

Categories Students (%)

1 85% - 100% Very good 1 (2.8%)

2 75% - 84% Good 7 (20%)

3 60% - 74% Fair 9 (25.7%)

4 40% - 59% Weak 13 (37.1%)

5 0% - 39% Poor 5 (14.%)
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From the table 6, the average score of finding the topic sentence is 55.7.

Based on the students’ achievement classification, the score is categorized weak (40-

59).

4.3 The Percentage of the Level of the Students’ Ability to Identify Main Idea

and Topic Sentence

Based on chart above, it could be seen that main ideas belonged to highest

percentage, that was 78% and classified into good level. Then, for topic sentence

belonged to weak level with the percentage was 55.7%.

The mean of the test of each student was used to know the percentage of the

level of students’ ability toidentify main idea and topic sentence. Having calculated

the scores using calculated formula, it was found that students’ comprehension level

of ability to identify main idea and topic sentence was 65.7%. It meant that the

students’ ability to identify main idea and topic sentence in second semester of
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English Study program at Jambi Universitywas fair. The final result of students’

ability was obtained by using the following formula:

= 100 100
= 230035 100 100= 0.65714 100= 65,714= 65,7

4.4 Discussion

In this research, the researcher looks atstudents’ ability in identifying main

idea and topic sentence in second-semester of English Study Program University.

Tinker and Mc.Cullough (2005:15) stated that as the students advance through

school. They will also need to acquire skills in the more specialized techniques of

comprehension. the basic abilities of word, sentence paragraph, and story

comprehension plus the ability to apply appropriately the specialized types of

comprehension produce the mature reader. In fact, mastery of the more complex

comprehension skills constitutes the hallmark of the good reader. There are some

specific types of comprehension, there are finding main idea, following and

predicting the sequence of events, noting and grasping details, following printed

directions, summarizing or drawing conclusion, and critical evaluation involves the

kind of judgement.
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According to Brown (2001) Stated that there is micro and macro skill in

reading. Finding main idea one of the skills that exist in micro where the skills

arediscriminate among distinctive graphemes and orthographic patterns of

English,retain chunks of language of different lengths in short term memory,process

writing at an efficient rate of speed to suit the purpose, recognize a core of words, and

interpret word order patterns and their significance (The essence of the formation of a

sentence), grammatical word classes (nouns, verb etc.) systems (e.g. tense,

agreement, pluralisation), patterns, rules, and elliptical forms, the particular meaning

may be expressed in different grammatical forms, cohesive devices in written

discourse and their role in signaling the relationship between and among clauses.Then

finding the main idea is part of the existing skills in the macro that arerecognize the

rhetorical forms of written discourse and their significance for interpretation, the

communicative functions of written texts, according to form and purpose,Infer

context that is not explicit by using background knowledge, from described events,

ideas, etc. Infer links and connections between events, deduce causes and effects, and

detect such relations as main idea, supporting idea, new information, given

information, generalization, and exemplification, distinguish between literal and

implied meanings,detect culturally specific references and interpret them in a context

of the appropriate cultural schemata, and last develop and use a battery of reading

strategies such as scanning and skimming, detecting discourse markers, guessing the

meaning of words from context, and activating schemata for the interpretation of

texts.
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Based on an explanation of the micro and macro skills for comprehension,

finding the main idea is one of the skills of the macro skills while finding the topic of

a sentence is one of the skills of the micro skills. There is correlation between main

idea and topic sentence. But between finding the main ideas and topic sentence are at

different points of emphasis.Muprhy (2006) stated that the main idea of a paragraph

represents the specific point beingmade in the paragraph. It is the summary of what

the argument is trying to argue. A topic sentence explicitly defines what the

paragraph will argue, in general terms.

The purpose of finding main idea is to dig out the essential meaning, the

central theme, or general, import from reading a paragraph, a story, or a descriptive

article. According to Smith (2016) “ the main idea, also called the central idea or

main point is the primary concept of a passage”. To figure out the main idea of a

passage, the main idea is usually a sentence, the main idea is sometimes found in the

first sentence of the paragraph, and the main idea is sometimes found in the last

sentence of a paragraph. While topic sentence is the general subject of a paragraph or

essay. Brizee (2009) stated topic sentence also states thepoint the writer wishes to

make about the subject. Generally, the topic sentence appears at the beginning of the

paragraph. There are several guidelines for choosing a topic by Brizee (2009) those

are the topic sentence should identify the main idea and point of the paragraph, the

supporting details in the paragraph will develop or explain the topic sentence, and the

topic sentence should not too be general or too specific.

After analysing the data, the researcher got the percentage of the students who

answer correctly to identify main idea and topic sentence.
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From the analysis, the researcher found 15 students in very good level (85-

100) in finding main idea that consisted of 35 students or 42.8% from the total the

sample. In good level (75-84) were 8 students (22.8%), in fair level (60-74) were 10

students (28.5%), in week level (40-59) was 1 student (2,8%), and poor level (0-39)

was 1 student (2,8%) from total sample. It could be concluded that students’ ability in

finding main idea had been categorized good level.

Second, students’ score in finding topic sentence in very good level (85-100)

was 1 student (2.8%), in good level (75-84) were 2 students (5,7%), in fair level (60-

74) were 11 students (31%), in weak level (40-59) were 15 students ( 42,8%), and

poor level (0-39) were 6 students (17.1%). It could be concluded that students’ ability

in finding topic sentence had been categorized weak level.

The results of research conducted by researchers to answer the research

question used test.Having analysed the data from the result of the scores, it was found

that the percentage of students ability to identify main ideawas 65.7%. It meant that

the students ability in to identify main idea and topic sentence in second-semester

was fair since its percentage was under 74%.

This fact can seen from the result of the scores distribution, which showed that

only 6 students (17.1%) included very good level.And 8 students (22.8%) included

good level. Followed by 11 students (31.4%) included fair level. Then,10 students

(28.5%) included weak categories and there is no students included poor categories.

From 35 students, only 6 student got high score.

Based on literature review, the results of this study support the opinion of

Murphy(2006) that students are difficult to distinguish between main ideas and topic
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sentence in essays.The main idea of a paragraph indicates the specific point created in

the paragraph. This is a summary of what the author is trying to explain. A topic

sentence explicitly defines what the paragraph will argue, in general terms.Students

are difficult to differentiate between main idea and topic sentence. Seen from the

comparison score between main idea and topic sentence is a significant difference in

numbers.

Because of that, the researcher assumed that the students of second-semester

still need to improve their ability to identify main idea and topic sentence to improve

their reading skill. The students also need more exercises related read texts in order to

increase their ability.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 Conclusions

The purpose of this study was to know the students’ ability to identify main

idea and topic sentence. Based on the findings and discussion, the researcher

concluded that the students’ ability toidentify main ideaand topic sentence in second-

semester of English Study Program at Jambi University wasfair. This conclusion is

based on the result of the test that the students’ comprehension level to identifymain

idea and topic sentence in second-semester was65.7%. The percentage of students’

ability to identify main idea and topic sentence classified in fair level (main idea

belonged to 78%, and topic sentence belonged to 55.7%).

5.2 Suggestion

After analyzed the results of this study, the research suggested students realize

the importance of the ability to identify topic sentence. By often reading the text and

identifying topic sentence will help them to develop their abilities. Besides, by

knowing the advantages of this study it is also can help the teacher in improving

students’ ability in English by measure and motivate the students to read a text give

them an explanation how important the reading. So the student explores their ability

in reading.Furthermore, the reseacher also gives suggestion for the students that

students should be able to motivate themselves in learning English, so the students

have interest in learning any English materials.
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