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ABSTRACT 

 This research aims to know the effect of using Talking Chips technique on seventh 

grade students’ speaking skill at SMP Negeri 23 Muaro Jambi. The method that applied in 

this research was quasi experimental research. There were two classes as the sample of this 

research, they are experimental class and control class. Pre test, treatment, and post test were 

conducted in this research. The result of this research found that Talking Chips technique 

gives significant effect on students’ speaking skill. It can be indicated from the result of the 

mean score from the post test of experimental class was 76.2 and control class was 66. 

Additionally, based on the result of data analysis by using independent t-test,  the value of 

significant (2-tailed) was 0.004 < 0.05. It can be concluded that Talking Chips technique 

gives  positive effect on students’ speaking skill.  

Keywords: Speaking Skill, Talking Chips Technique. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. Background 

 Speaking is an important skill that needs to be established. It is important to note that 

by having a good ability in speaking, it will make people easily to have a good 

communication with others. It is also stated by Rachmawati (2013) that speaking is one of the 

fundamental skills which need to be developed. Speaking skill need to be developed by 

people because it is used to communicate with others in orally. According to Ahmad (2016), 

speaking is one of the important skill that need to be mastered by the others, because it is 

used to assess and respond a communication that occur constantly in order to inform, request, 

persuade, or to build relationship with others. 

 Moreover, according to Harris (1969), there are some components used in speaking 

ability such as pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, fluency, and etc. In education field, it is 

important for the teachers to help their students to develop speaking skill by focus on those 

components, so the students will be able to use it appropriately to communicate with others 

and avoid misunderstanding. 

 There are some problems in matering speaking skill. Based on informal interview that 

the researcher has done with the English teachers and the student from SMP N 23 Muaro 

Jambi, the researcher found some problems in speaking English that faced by the students 

such as pronounciation and lack of vocabulary. Besides that, the teachers feel difficult to find 

appropriate technique in teaching speaking because their students have less motivation and 

interested in learning English especially in speaking.  
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 Based on the problems above, the researcher need to find out the suitable technique 

that can help students in learning English especially for developing students’ speaking skill. 

According to Kagan (n.d.) talking chips is one of teaching technique that can help the 

students to develop their speaking skill because it encourage equal participation when the the 

students practice their speaking in a group. The researcher is interested to conduct a research 

to investigate the effectiveness of using talking chips for teaching speaking. In other words, 

the researcher has carried out an experimental research which the title is The Effect of Using 

Talking Chips Technique on Seventh Grade Students’ Speaking Skill at SMP N 23 Muaro 

Jambi. 

 

2. Research Question 

 Is there any significant effect of using talking chips technique on seventh grade 

students’ speaking skill at SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi? 

 

3. Research Objective 

 This research aims to find out whether there is significant effect or not of using 

talking chips technique on seventh grade students’ speaking skill at SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi. 

 

4. Significance of the Research 

 The researcher expects this research can give contribution for the teacher to teach 

speaking. This research hopefully can make the students more motivated and active in 

speaking class. For other researcher that intersted to conduct a research in the same area, they 

can use this research as reference to conduct a further research. 

 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

1. Speaking 

 According to Chaney and Florez as cited in Phuc (2010), speaking is a process. 

Speaking is the process of developing and sharing the meaning through the use of verbal or 

non-verbal symbols in a variety of contexts. On the other hand, speaking as the process could 

be defined as producing, receiving and processing information. Besides that, Orwig (1999) 

state that speaking is the productive skill in the oral mode. In the same line, Nunan (2003: 48) 

also states that speaking is the productive skill which consists of producing systematic verbal 

utterances to express meaning. The result or the product that produce from speaking activity 

is verbal utterances which the people usually have purpose to produce it such as to tell about 

their feelings, information, story, and etc. 

 However, Harris (1969) state that there are four components used in speaking ability 

such as: 

a. Pronunciation 

 Pronunciation here refers to the standard of correctness and regional differences. 

Through pronounciation, it will create misunderstanding toward listeners that invited to speak 

and the massage that will be conveyed, will lose and difficult to be understand. 
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b. Grammar 

 Grammar is one of three English components and also one of speaking abilities to 

support and help students and help students to have a good ability in communicating well. 

c. Vocabulary 

 Vocabulary is one of five speaking ability components, which has an important role in 

speaking English skill. If the students have a lot of vocabularies, their speaking will be fluent 

and they are not confuse in pronouncing or producing a lot of words just because have many 

vocabularies. 

d. Fluency 

 Fluency is the speed of the flow while the students speak. The students can be called 

master of English or have a good ability in English if they can speak fluently. 

 

2. Talking Chips 

 According to Huda (2015) learning technique which named talking chips was 

developed by Spencer Kagan in 1990. The purpose of the talking chips is to ensure that all of 

the students participate and contribute in the discussion. Kagan (n.d.) state that the talking 

chips regulate the discussion, so every students even they have low ability in speaking, shy, 

and a passive student they have to speak up and contribute in the discussion and develope 

their language skill. In addition, Purnaningsih et. al. (2013) argue that talking chips can help 

the students to produce and deliver their ideas orally in the discussion because every students 

have to use their chips to speak up. So, they will share their ideas to their member group and 

avoid classroom condition problem such as dominating group members. 

 There are some advantages that can be taken from this teaching technique. According 

to Kagan as cited in Purwanti (2015) talking chips technique is  very useful in building on 

other’s idea, contributing idea, elaborating, encouraging contribution, encouraging others, 

negotiating, working together, and develop other skill such as team building, social skill, 

communication skill, thinking skill, and knowledge building. However, there are some points 

that are needed to give more attention on applying this technique such the time management 

for the preparation and the amount of the students in the class because it is quite difficult to 

apply in large class.  

 According to Kagan (n.d.), the procedure of using talking chips in teaching speaking 

the teacher need to prepare the chips, it could be a pen, pencil, eraser, slip of paper, or any 

other tangible item. Then, the teacher has to prepare the topic for open-ended discussion. 

Next, the teacher give the topic to the group to be discuss. In order to speak about the topic, a 

teammate must place his/her chip in the middle of the table. Teammate cannot interrupt and 

must practice respectful listening. When he or she is finished, another students places his or 

her chip in the center of the team table and free to add to the discussion. When a student uses 

his or her “talking chip”, he or she cannot speak until all teammates have added to the 

discussion and placed their chip in the center of the table. 
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METHODOLOGY 

  

 The method that used in this research was quasi experimental research. This research 

conducted in two classes of seventh grade they are VII A as control class and VII B as 

experimental class at SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi. The procedure of this research were pre test, 

treatment, and post test. In experimental class the researcher used talking chips technique for 

treatment and in control class the teacher taught the students by using conventional technique 

for teaching and learning process. The material that used for this research was asking and 

giving information.   

 The researcher calculated the data by using SPSS. In this research, the researcher 

distributed reliability test in one class from seven class to look the reliability of the intrument 

between two raters. Based the calculation the data is reliable. Then, the researcher distributed 

pre-test for experimental class and control class. The pre-test data is used to normality and 

homogeneity test. The data showed that the test that given is nomal and the data is 

homogeneous. Next, the researcher gave the treatment in experimental class. After giving the 

treatment, the researcher distributed the post test in both of classes. And then, after the post 

test was given, the researcher calculated the data using independent t-test to look the 

significant effect of using talking chips technique. Based on the calculation of independent t-

test, the value in significant (2-tailed) was 0,004 < 0.05, so it can be concluded that the 

talking chips technique give  positive effect on students’ speaking skill. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

 

1. The Result of Pre and Post Test in Experimental Class 

 There were 26 students participated in the pre test of experimental class. The result of 

pre test in experimental class showed that the mean score of the pre test was 59 in which the 

lowest score was 44 and the highest score was 79.  

 After the Talking Chips technique was given in experimental class by the researcher, 

the post test was given in this class. There were 26 students participated in this test. The mean 

score from the result of post test was 75.2 in which the lowest score was 46 and the highest 

score was 92. The result of pre and post test score in experimental class is shown in the Table 

1 below: 

Table 1 The Result of Pre Test and Post Test in Experimental Class 

Score Category 

Pre Test Post Test 

Number 

of Student 

Percentage 

(%) 

Number 

of Student 

Percentage 

(%) 

20 – 24 

(81 – 100) 

Very Good - - 12 46% 

15 – 19 

(61 – 80) 

Good 12 46% 11 42% 

10 – 14 

(41 – 60) 

Fair 14 54% 3 12% 

5 – 9  Weak - - - - 
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(21 – 40) 

1 – 4 

(1 - 20) 

Poor - - - - 

Total 26 100% 26 100% 

 

 From the data of the table above, the majority of the students in experimental class 

belonged to fair category (54%)  in pre test. However, some of the students were categorized 

good (46%). This meant that students’ speaking ability was not good because some of they 

could not pass the passing grade (70 or more). However, when the students took post test, 

there was significant increase on their score. Mostly, the students were categorized very good 

(46%), then some of them categorized good (42%) and only a few that categorized as fair 

(12%). It means that their speaking skill was significant increas after the students got 

treatment by using talking chips technique. 

 

2. The Result of Pre and Post Test in Control Class 

 The result in the control class showed that the mean score of pre test result was in this 

group 60 from 26 students that participated in this test. From the result of the pre test, the 

lowest score was 33 and the highest score was 77. 

 After the treatment by using group discussion was given in the control class, the post 

test was given in this class. There were 26 students that participated in this test . The result of 

post test in this class showed that the mean score of post test result was 66. For the post test 

result, it can be seen the lowest score was 40 and the highes score was 88. The result of pre 

and post test score in control class is shown in the table 4.2 as follows: 

Table 4.2 The Result of Pre Test and Post Test in Control Class 

Score Category 

Pre Test Post Test 

Number 

of Student 

Percentage 

(%) 

Number 

of Student 

Percentage 

(%) 

20 – 24 

(81 – 100) 

Very Good - - 2 8% 

15 – 19 

(61 – 80) 

Good 11 42% 14 54% 

10 – 14 

(41 – 60) 

Fair 13 50% 10 38% 

5 – 9  

(21 – 40) 

Weak 2 8% - - 

1 – 4 

(1 - 20) 

Poor - - - - 

Total 26 100% 26 100% 

 From the data of the table above, it shows that the majority of the students in control 

class belonged to fair category (50%) in the pre test. Beside in the pre test of this class, there 

are some students that belonged to good category (42%) and weak category (8%). It means 

that students’s speaking skill in this class was not good because some of them could not pass 

the passing grade (70 or more). On the contrary, when the students took post test, there was 
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significant increase on their score. Most of them were categorized good (54%) but there are a 

few students that could achive very good category (8%). Even some of the were categorized 

in fair category (38%). This means that their speaking skill was significant increase. In other 

words, discussion technique has worked well to increase their speaking skill. However, the 

students’ speaking skill in control class is not good as in experimental class, because the 

enhancement of students’ speaking skill in experimental class is more higher than in control 

class. 

 

3. T-test 

 For the t-test calculation, the researcher used Independent t-test in SPSS  in order to 

calculate and analyze the data. However, there are some requirements that need to be full 

filled by the researcher before calculate the data by using Independet t-test in SPSS. The 

requirements is cited from Raharjo (2015), they are: the data in the test should be in the form 

of quantitative. The research meets the requirement because the data of this research is in the 

form of quantitative (numeric).  

 After that, the data of this research should be normal. At this stage, the researcher has 

tested the normality of the data by using SPSS. The result from normality test showed that the 

data has normal distribution because the significant value from experimental class was 0.199 

and in control class was 0.108 and the significant value from both classes is bigger than 0.05. 

The data is declared normal if it obtained significant value > 0.05 

Then, the data must be similar or homogeneous. At this stage, the researcher has 

tested the homogeneity of the data by using SPSS. The data used in this study stated 

homogeneous, because the significant value obtained from the sample class is 0,622 > 0.05. 

The data is declared homogeneous if obtained significant value > 0.05.  

 After the data stated has normal and homogenous distribution, Independent t-test can 

be calculated. From the calculation and analysis by using SPSS it was found that the 

significant value of post-test between the experimental and control class was 0.004. Based on 

the value, it can be seen that if the value is < 0.05 its means Ha is accepted, and indicates that 

there was an effect of using the technique in the sample class. It can be concluded that Ha is 

accepted, while H0 is rejected. 

 

4. Hypothesis Testing 

 There are two hypothesis in this research, they are: 

1. Null hypothesis (Ho)    : There is no significant effect of using talking chips 

technique on seventh grade students’  speaking skill at SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi. 

2. Alternative hypothesis (Ha) : There is significant effect of using talking chips technique on 

seventh grade students’  speaking skill at SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi. 

 If the value of significant or Sig. (2-tailed) in Indpendent t-test calculation is bigger 

than 0.05 means that Ho is accepted, while Ha is rejected. However, if the value of significan 

or Sig. (2-tailed) in Independent t-test calculation is smaller than 0.05 means that Ha is 

accpepted, while Ho is rejected. The post test result from both classes were tested by 

Independent t-test in SPSS. Based on the calculation, the researcher obtained 0.004 for the 

significant value of t-test. It means that 0.004 < 0.05 Ha is accepted, while Ho is rejected. It 
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can be concluded that there was significant effect of using talking chips technique on seventh 

grade students’  speaking skill at SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi. 

 Based on the result of the analysis, the use of talking chips technique in experimental 

class was more effective than using discussion technique as used in control class because 

based on the result, the students in experimental class were more enthusiastic in speaking 

than the students in control class. Then, by using talking chips the students had the same 

chance to speak. Besides the students were enjoyed the teaching learning process by using 

talking chips. It indicated that the students had good motivation during the treatment was 

given from first meeting into the last meeting in the experimental class. It can be concluded 

that there was significant effect of using talking chips for students’ speaking skill. 

 For each criteria of speaking, both experimental class and control class showed the 

significant increase from pre test to post test. However, the improvement from each criteria 

including pronounciation, grammar, fluency, and vocabulary that showed by experimental 

class was better than control class. Then, from those four criteria,  fluency has the best 

improvement form all of the criteria that have been assessed in experimental class because it 

has the biggest numbers in very good category (35%). As Kagan (n.d.) states that one of the 

functions of talking chips is to build students’ fluency. It is proved by the result of the test 

after the students treated by using talking chips technique. 

 According to Kagan (n.d.), the use of talking chips can regulate the discussion 

especially when the students want to develop their speaking skill and work in a group. In the 

other words, by using this talking chips every students have a chance to speak, express their 

ideas, and develop their speaking skill when they work in the group. By working in the group 

and using talking chips, the students can build their ideas, share their ideas, negotiate, be 

responsible, develop their self-confident, and it can build other skill such as listening. It was 

shown during the treatment where the students be more courage and motivate to speak 

English when they use talking chips. Furthermore, the use of talking chips helped the students 

to have equal participation in speaking. During the research, the researcher did not find such 

dominating group member but they only help and motivate their friends to speak who did not 

use their chips yet and it make the student that feel shy and has low ability in speaking be 

more confident to speak than before. 

 Although the use of talking chips gave good effects on students’ speaking skill for 

seventh grade students in SMP N 23 Muaro Jambi, there were important points that need to 

be taken into consideration on the use of talking chips in teaching and learning speaking. At 

first, the researcher has difficulty on the supervise each students in the class while they use 

their talking chips. Besides that, the students that still categorized as fair category still need 

extra attention by the teacher because  this technique need all the students practice their 

speaking  meanwhile they were sometimes out of the teacher’s supervision. So, it is better for 

the teacher to control the students’ activity in the implementation of talking chips and 

conduct evaluation after they use it. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

1. Conclusion 

 Based on the result of the research, it can be concluded that talking chips technique 

has an effect on students’ speaking skill. First, the result of the data analysis indicated that the 

students’ speaking skill in terms of pronounciation, grammar, fluency and vocabulary has 

improved from pre test to post test. However, the result of post test in experimental class was 

better than in control class because the use of talking chips technique can help the students to 

develop their speaking skill. This technique also can build another skill such as listening skill 

because when the student in the group used his chip and speak the other should do respectful 

listening. Additionally, it can help the students to develope the four components in speaking 

especially for students’ fluency in speaking. It can be seen from the result of their pre test and 

post test in terms of score. It means that the treatment by using talking chips technique has a 

significant effect on students’ speaking skill. 

 

 

2. Suggestion 

 Based on the result of the research, the use of talking chips technique helped the 

students to develop their speaking skill in terms of their pronounciation, grammar, fluency, 

and vocabulary. It is suggested to the English teacher to use talking chips techique as an 

alternative way to teach speaking. Through using this talking chips the teacher expected can 

make the students be more active in speaking and encourage them to speak English. Then, for 

the next researchers, they can develop a research by using this techniqe to improve students’ 

language skill especially in speaking. However, it is recomended to give more attention to the 

weakness of this technique. It is also suggested to the students to always practice their 

speaking skill and be active in speaking class in order to have better improvement on their 

speaking skill. 
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