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This Research and development study aimed to develop English Learning 

Material of Basic Vocabulary for Young Learners. This development used 

ADDIE model which consists of Analysis, Design, Development, 

Implementation, and Evaluation. The researcher used open ended questionnaire, 

and also expert theory about young learners to collect all data and information. 

The participants of this study were young learners 7 years old, in SD 205/IV 

Jambi City. After the learning material was developed, it was validated by 

material and design experts as validators. The learning material provides 

vocabularies, complete with learning activity and exercises and also supported 

with audio drilling pronunciation to help the young learners know about the sound 

of the word. The vocabulary discussed were part of body, the universal features of 

the environment, common and everyday thing and lowest numeral. The revision 

of learning material has been tested in small individual and big individual to 

investigate students’ response when used the learning material. The findings 

showed that the learning material is accepted to facilitated young learners to learn 

English independently at home, this learning material greatly easy to use and 

make teaching process become interestingly accordance to young learners’ 

interest, characteristic and development. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The ministries of culture and education of Indonesia Since 2013-2014 school year 

has made a decision that English subject deleted in the curriculum for elementary 

school. Deleted here meant that English was not obligated to be learn. English 

become optional subject to local content. So, it is depending on school- based 

curriculum to teach English or not. Actually, English language should be well 

prepared at a young age as a long-term investment to get ready compete with 

globalization scope. In the age of elementary as a young learner around 7 years 

old, learning a language will be effective because in that age their brains still 

flexible to absorb much knowledge include a language.  

An English expert, Lenneberg in Makotu (2010) said, there was a 

neurologically based critical period, which is complete mastery of language, but it 

is no longer possible because it will end around the onset of puberty. In another 

word, an individual has an important period to be easily and quickly master the 

language. Earlier learning period, will be better to introduce English to young 

learners as stated by Curtain and Dahlberg (2010) when language learning begins 

earlier, it can go on longer and provide more practice and experience, leading 

ultimately to greater fluency and effectiveness.  

Learning language for young learner can be started by introducing them to 

the English vocabulary is sufficient as a basic. According to Richards (2002), 

vocabulary is the core component of language proficiency and provides much of 

the basis for how well learners listen, read, speak and write. In addition, Wilkins 

in Jue (2010) stated without grammar, there are few things we can express: while 

without vocabulary there is nothing we can express. From the definitions show 
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that vocabulary is the first element that the English learners should learn in order 

to master English well besides the other English components and skills. In 

acquiring the new vocabulary as a foreign language the drilling of how the word 

sound also important as stated by (Thornbury ,2002) drilling is employed to make 

a learners get accustomed to the word form especially how it sound because 

young learners are good imitator. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher encourages to develop 

English learning material of basic vocabulary for young learners which deal with 

their characteristics, interest, psychological age and development stage.  

1.2 Formulation of the Research 

“How is English learning material of basic vocabulary for young learners 

developed?” 

1.3 The Objectives of the Research 

The objective of this research was to describe the process of the development 

English learning material of basic vocabulary for young learners.  

1.4 Scope and Limitation of the Research 

This research focus on the development English learning material of basic 

vocabulary for young learners by using ADDIE model by Shambaugh & Magliaro 

(2006) 

1.5 The Significant of the Research 

a. Provide an interesting basic vocabulary learning material which appropriate 

with young learners. 
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b. The product of this research expected able to facilitate the learning process of 

young learners in learning vocabulary independent at home guiding by 

parents. The learning material were additional source for the beginner students 

in learning English. 

1.6 The Expected Product Specification  

a. The young learners psychological age and development are important. 

b. This learning material was developed in 4 chapters namely part of body, 

universal features of the environment, common activities & everyday things, 

and the lowest numerals. 

c. The content of this learning material was made in interesting way and varied 

with using colorful layout, colorful pictures in order to interest the young 

learner in learning process with categories the vocabulary.  

d. In each topic, exercises were provided in order to retention the young learners’ 

memory to measure learners’ competences. Completed with vocabulary audio 

drilling pronunciation to easy the young learners to know how the word 

sound. 

1.7 Assumption and The limitation of the Research 

Assumption: Hopefully this learning material can be facilitator in learning 

vocabulary independent at home. 

Limitation: Developing English learning material of basic vocabulary for young 

learners 7 years old. This learning material has been tested to the young learners 

who went school in SDN 205/IV independently at home.  
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REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

Awareness of children’s basic physical and psychological needs. Piaget as 

cited in Nunan (2007) identified the following developmental stages in children as 

they progress from birth to adolescence: 

a. Sensory-motor (Birth–2 years Understands world through senses and actions) 

b. Pre-operational (2–7 years Understands world through language and mental 

images) 

c. Concrete-operational (7–11 years Understands world through logical thinking 

and categories) 

d. Formal-operational (12 years onward Understands world through hypothetical 

thinking and scientific reasoning) 

The earliest stage, the sensory-motor stage, range from birth to 

approximately two years of age. At this initial stage, the children learn to interact 

with the environment by manipulating objects 

At the pre-operational stage, which range from around two years of age 

seven, the child is egocentric and thinks the world revolves around him/her. The 

ability to think logically is also extremely limited. 

The concrete-operational stage range from around seven to eleven years of 

age. Intellectually, the child begins developing the ability to separate them self 

from the environment and to think logically. He/she also begins to make 

generalizations from the environment although this ability is limited. 

Tomlinson (2011) suggested some of basic principles to the development 

of materials language learning for young learners, those are: (1) Materials should 
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achieve impact. Impact is achieved when materials have a noticeable effect on 

learners, that is when the learners’ curiosity, interest and attention are attracted. 

(2) Materials should help learners to feel at ease. the effects of various forms of 

anxiety on acquisition: the less anxious the learner, the better language acquisition 

proceeds. Similarly, relaxed and comfortable students apparently can learn more 

in shorter periods of time. When the learners feel comfortable with materials with 

lots purposeful vocabularies and learning activities. (4) Materials should expose 

the learners to language in authentic use. (5) Materials should maximize learning 

potential by encouraging intellectual, aesthetic and emotional involvement which 

stimulates both right brain and left brain activities.  

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study employed the design of Research and Development (R&D): 

ADDIE by Shambaugh & Magliaro, (2006). The steps were analysis, design, 

development, implememtation and evaluation. This study conducted at the young 

learners 7 years old in SD 205/IV Jambi, independently at home.  

The Procedure of the Development 

Analysis phase  

a. Analysis of context 

 In observation, the researcher asked English teacher about the real 

condition of this school. The teacher said that “English subject was important, but 

we had only one English teacher. In other word, this school argued they need 

more English teacher for first, second and third graders. The first graders around 7 

years, it is the crucial age that need to be elaborated well. Mention in Curtain and 
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Dahlberg (2010) when language learning begins earlier, it can go on longer and 

provide more practice and experience, leading ultimately to greater fluency and 

effectiveness. Unfortunately, in the golden age the young learners were not given 

good input.  

 The basis curriculum PAUD in Permendikbud (2013) theoretically 

stated that teaching learning process to young learners can be held whether formal 

or informal. Unavailability of formal English input in elementary school 205/IV 

Jambi, indirectly caused informal teaching process need to be held. Teaching 

learning materials was one of the very crucial elements. It was needed to conduct 

teaching learning process. Learning material provided in book store, was not 

appropriate and representative for young learners. The researcher found that 

vocabulary learning material in book store are difficult to be used. The pictures 

were un clear so that make the user hard to identify and make the user confused.  

b. Analysis of Characteristics, Interest, Psychological Age of the YL  

According to Nunan (2007), the characteristics of young learners learn and 

acquire knowledge from what they see, hear, and interact. They interested in 

something real, contextual and interesting, as stated by Tomlinson (2011) 

materials should achieve impact. Impact is achieved when materials have a 

noticeable effect on learners, that is when the learners’ curiosity, interest and 

attention are attracted.  

The perspective of psychological age mentioned as Piaget in Nunan (2007), 

Pre-operational (2-7 years: understand world through language and mental 

image). It was irrefutable, young learners were un able to understand something 

abstract. They need the real object to know something so that in learning process 
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young learners need concrete, visual or image material to help them understanding 

something. Those several theories above became guidelines in developing this 

learning material in order to facilitate young learners in acquiring vocabulary.  

Design Phase 

In designing phase, the researcher arrange the concept of product had been 

developed. The researcher designs the product which begin with writing 

framework start from cover and contents. 

Development Phase 

The development phase is embodiment from analyzing and designing. The 

action from creating the actual content that learners will receive, creating 

everything that has been plan in design phase. In this stage, a series of product 

creation process from beginning to end had done. The next stage is product 

validation by giving the product and assessment questionnaires to material expert 

and design expert.  

a. Material validator 

The material validator stated this product appropriate to be used under 

revision. The expert advised researcher to add amount of variation to encourage 

young learners soft and hard skill. Mark each sub chapter with alphabet or number 

and detail the information in list of content. Make sure the level of the questions 

arranged from easy to difficult. Clarify the language used in instruction and need 

to add kind of vocabulary 

b. Design Validator 

The design validator stated this product appropriate to be used under revision. 

The expert advised researcher to revised color use, the size of pictures and font 



9 

 

use. In this learning material the expert gave comments to use bright color to be as 

attractive as possible in order to motivate young learners in learning. 

Implementation 

English learning material of basic vocabulary for young learners 

implemented to nine young learners from SD 205/IV Jambi. Each of them were 

accompanied by one parent at home. In implementation, the researcher chose nine 

young learners randomly to fill out open ended question helped by their parents. 

a. Small Group Implementation 

No Aspects Items 

Number 

Indicators Respond 

 

 YES         NO 

 1 Use  1 Ease in applying learning 

material 

YES 

  2 Ease and contextuality of the 

content presented 

YES 

  3 Easy in understanding the 

instructions 

YES 

  4 Easy in identifying the 

pictures presented 

YES  

  5 Language use in instruction YES 

  6 The content presentation   YES 

  7 Children enthusiasm toward 

learning material 

YES 

     

2 Attractiveness  1 The attractiveness of learning 

material 

YES 

  2 The attractiveness of the 

picture 

YES 

  3 Learning activity and exercise YES 



10 

 

variation 

  4 Avoid boredom YES 

  5 The attractiveness of the 

display 

YES 

  6 The attractiveness of the color YES 

  7 The size of learning material YES 

3 The 

advantages of 

learning 

material 

1 Easy to do in individual or 

independent learning 

YES 

  2 Help children in learning 

vocabulary 

YES 

  3 Stimulate children creativity 

and innovation 

YES 

  4 Help in introducing English to 

young learners 

YES 

  5 Children participation toward 

learning material 

YES 

  6 Audio help in recognizing 

pronunciation of the word 

YES 

According the result in all aspect that has been implemented to small 

group. It can be summarized that learning material developed can continue to big 

group implement after finishing the evaluation or revision. Overall, the 

implementation of the product rune well. The data below show that the users gave 

good feedback about this product. 

1. Mrs. EF parent of KH 7 years old, write:  

“Bagus untuk anak anak karna gambar dan tulisannya dapat dimengerti, 
warnanya sudah bagus. Bisa untuk anak belajar dengan baik dan 
kegiatan pembelajarannya bisa dimengerti, soal soal latihan untuk 
belajar anak anak sudah bagus” 
 

“This learning material is good for children because the picture and writing 
can be understood. The color is good. It can be used by the children to be 
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learn well. The learning activity can be understood. The exercises for the 
children are good to be studied”  

2. Mrs. KT parents of FD 7 years old, write:  

“Secara keseluruhan baik dan menyenangkan serta gambar gambarnya 
tidak membuat anak anak bosan dalam belajar” 

 

 “Overall, the learning material already good and fun. The pictures used 
avoide boredom to children” 

3. Mrs. DW parent of DF 7 years old, write  

“Sangat baik untuk anak mengenal apa yang disekitarnya dengan 
menggunakan bahasa Inggris, didukung dengan gambar dan warna yang 
menarik agar anak tidak bosan dalam hal belajar” 
 

 “It is good for children to know their surrounding by using English. It is 
supported with attractive picture and color so that the children are not 
boring in learning “ 
 

Big Group Implementation 

Learning material is feasible to be used in teaching and learning process. 

The familiarity of the content presented, instruction use, variation learning activity 

and exercises has been designed attractively. This result supported with 

qualitative data from the user statement. 

1. Mrs. SR parent of ID, comment:  

“Bahan ajar ini sangat baik untuk memperkenalkan bahasa inggris pada anak 
secara mandiri dirumah, karena materinya, latihannya dibuat menarik dan 
bervariasi ditambah audio pelafalan yang membuat anak tahu bagaimana 
cara mengucapkan kata, gambarnya pun dikemas begitu menarik” 
 

“This learning material is very good to introduce English to children 
independently at home. The exercises are created attractively and varied, it also 
provides audio pronunciation which make children know how to pronounce a 
word. The pictures are created so interesting” 

2. Mrs. YN parent of RF, comment:  

“Materi yang ada secara keseluruhan bagus, gambar yang berwarna membuat 
anak lebih tertarik dalam mempelajari bahasa inggris dan lebih mudah dalam 
memahaminya, dan kosa kata yang disertai dengan cara membacanya” 
 

“The entire learning material is good. Colorful pictures make children interested 
in learning English. it is help children in understanding it.  This learning material 
provide vocabulary with the way how to pronounce it”  

3. Mrs. EN parent of YS, comment:  
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“Bahan ajar untuk anak usia 7 sudah bagus karena didukung oleh gambar dan 
warna yang menarik dan latihan latihan yang bervariasi di dalamnya. Dengan 
adanya bahan ajar ini anak jadi terbantu untuk belajar mandiri dirumah” 
 
“Learning material for seven years old is good. It is supported with interesting 
colors and pictures. it also provide various exercises. The existence of the 
learning material really helpful to learn independently at home” 

4. Mrs. ER parent of RD, comment:  
“secara keseluruhan didalam bahan ajar sudah baik dan mudah dimengerti, 
warna dan gambar yang ada sangat menarik dan bagus untuk anak usia 7 
tahun. Dengan adanya penyajian gambar yang ada, anak yang belum bisa 
membaca dapat mempelajari, memahami isi bahan ajar ini” 
 
“The whole of this learning material is good. It is easy to be understood. There 
are interesting colors and pictures for children seven years old. The pictures 
which added here can help children who still cannot read” 

5. Mrs. LD parent of BQ, comment:  
 
“Bahan ajar ini sangat baik untuk memfasilitasi anak belajar mandiri dirumah 
karena didukung gambar dan warna yang menarik, materinyapun dekat 
dengan lingkungan anak disertai latihan yang bervariasi sehingga anak 
tertarik” 
 

 “The learning material is good to facilitate children to learn independently at 
home because it is supported with interesting colors and pictures. The content is 
closely related with children environment. This learning material also provide 
various exercises so that children interested in it”  

6. Mrs. JL parent of JD, comment:  
“Buku panduan ini sangat diminati oleh anak usia dini karena penjelasan 
gambar dan kosa katanya mudah dimengerti oleh anak”  
 
“The learning material is really liked by early childhood. It is provides the 
explanation of pictures and vocabulary is easy to be understood” 
 

Evaluation 

In evaluation phase the researcher also know about the weakness of the 

learning material of basic vocabulary, after revised the weakness in term of design 

or material content. Evaluation had been done in every phase in developed this 

product. Begin with evaluated from material/content validator, follow by design 

validator. Evaluate also occurred in small group and big group implementation.   
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CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 

 

Conclusions  

This English learning material of basic vocabulary for young learners 

developed in order to facilitate young learners to learn about English 

independently at home by guiding from their parents. This learning material 

develop based on the theory about young learners’ characteristic, interest, 

developmental stage and psychological age. The product was validated by two 

experts: material and design expert. The products have been validated and revised, 

then it was tested on nine young learners from SD 205/IV Jambi, each 

accompanied by one parents at home and the result is this learning material 

developed able to attract children attention in English teaching process 

independent at home, and also this learning material greatly easy to use and make 

teaching process become effectively and interestingly.  

Suggestions  

The researcher hopes this product could be used by the young learners by 

guiding from the parents at home. This learning material requires the active role 

of parents in the teaching process. This learning material was only developed for 

four chapter and added audio drilling pronunciation. Hopefully the next researcher 

can develop with more chapter and try to made visual input such as short movie or 

video about the vocabulary that being learn. In addition, the researcher suggested 

to other researchers to be concern with the suggestion from parents while want 

develop the new product. 
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