
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Writing is one of those skills in language learned. By writing, people can put 

their idea of the mind in the form of stories and in other writing form. Writing is a 

skill that required students’ ability to produce language to communicate. By writing, 

students can distribute their capabilities to write all the idea, thought, or opinion in 

their mind than talk or communicate directly. According to Kellog (2009) writing is a 

means of thinking, as well as language production, emerges only after a decade or so 

of writing experience. According to Harmer (2001), writing is a form of 

communication to deliver through or to express feeling through written form. It 

means that, by writing people try to communicate to the readers about their idea or 

what they feel in the written form.       

 Therefore, writing skill is very important for students. Learning writing has 

been done at universities that can help students to improve their writing skill. 

Someone will have good writing skills if they get used to write. From the habits of  

writing it can help them to increase their writing potential, writing fluency, and 

encourage them to be more confident in expressing themselves in writing. Also from 

the habit of writing it can be made as a career if they have the good competen in 

writing and interested in the world of authorship. 



In addition to adult learners with the ability to write, it can make easier for 

them to produce variations of writing, either for themselves or for publication. One of 

the things that can facilitate them if they have the ability to write that is easy for them 

in completing the thesis. As we know one of the factors that causes many final 

semester students are delaying to complete their thesis in due to their poor writing 

skills. 

Therefore writing skills can develop if the writer have an interest in writing 

what they want to write in which they can produce original pieces of writing. 

According to Alexander (1997) in Mikkonen (2012), interest is a motivational power 

behind the growth towards expertise. So, if students know the factors that can made 

them interesting in writing activity, the students will take pleasure in writing activty. 

After the students have an interest in writing, they will feel happy in doing writing 

activity. From the writing activity that they often do it will arise a habit. According to 

Butler (1995), a habit is a routine of behavior that is repeated regularly and tend to 

occur subconsciously. It means that, the students will get used to writing and find no 

difficulty in the process of writing.      

 Based on the researcher experience in the last semester, writing is a fun 

activity and the researcher like to write but when learning writing she feels less of 

interested. It was cause when at one of lower semester in studying writing, the 

researcher learn writing only focused on the book and the instruction.  Also 

when the researcher and her friends was studying writing the lecturer assigned the 

students to divide into several groups, then continue to discuss based on the material 



on the book and presented it in front of the class. The researcher feels that learning 

writing in such a way is not appropriate. There are several students did not pay 

attention when the discussion in the progress, also only several students participated 

in the discussion and others just silent and listening the presenters. Beside that the 

researcher and her friends can not develop their writing skill, the researcher and her 

friends only discuss without making a writing and only understand the theories in the 

book.   

Inability to demonstrate their sub-skills and abilities to support the writing 

also can appear as another problem, thus, it makes writing such a complex activity. 

Moreover, some other students may also lack of information about writing strategies 

or even if they have known about it, they may not try to apply it as well. Some 

students prefer think first about what they are going to write by making some drafts 

or outlines (think-then-write), but the others prefer think while they are writing 

(think-while-write). In the development of the field, experts have conducted studies 

relate to writing strategies which is useful in recognizing strategies employed by the 

students in their writing. Such as The Writing Strategies of Graduate Research 

Students in the Social Sciences conducted by Torrance at all in Higher Education 

Journal, found out that there were at least three types of writer regarding to the 

strategies they employed. Firstly, the Planners who planned extensively and did fewer 

drafts, they tended to start writing if both the ideas and structure became clear. The 

next type was the Reviser who focused on the revision of developing content and 

structure; they preferred to write straight away although with incomplete clarity of 



thinking.  And the last was the Mixed Strategy writer who focused on both planning 

before starting to write and revising as part of the writing process. Further, the survey 

suggested teachers or lecturers handling writing classes to recognize their students’ 

writing strategies in yielding writing product. 

Concerning to the mentioned problems that most of the students have while 

composing a piece of writing, it comes to a conclusion that the appearing problems 

are usually due to the students’ lack of practice and poor performance in activities 

involve writing practice. In fact, writing has not become their habit yet. Thus, it 

grows them as inexperienced writers whilst Torrance, Thomas and Robinson (1998) 

stated, “More experienced writers often use the writing process not only as a means 

of telling what they know, but also as a way of exploring and developing their ideas 

about the topic”.  

Subsequently, the researcher wants to investigate sixth semester students’ 

writing habits based on the composing styles and also the researcher wants to know 

what are writing habits of sixth semester students. The researcher chooses sixth 

semester students because they have taken writing courses from semester two and 

they have experienced in writing and experienced in learning writing. The researcher 

wants to know the writing type of the students and to know how the writing habits 

that sixth semester students do in general. Therefore, the results of this research can 

be a reference in teaching writing in English education program that are: it can help 

the institution to understand the nature of students’ writing habits and also the 

teaching writing can expected to be structured in a specific way that meets the 



expectations and needs of learners.      

 Based on the background above, the researcher interests in conducting the 

research about “Sixth Semester Students’ Writing Habits of English Study Program at 

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education (FKIP) Jambi University”. 

1.2. Limitation of the Study  

In this research, the researcher focused in sixth semester students’ writing 

habits based on the composing styles and to investigate what are the writing habits of 

sixth semester students in general. The researcher used a survey method and 

interview design to do the research. The subject on this research conducted in sixth 

semester students of English study program of FKIP Jambi University. In sixth 

semester there are four classes: English Regular consist of two classes A and B and 

English Mandiri consist of two classes H and I. The researcher has taken the data 

from all the class of sixth semester students. The researcher distributed the 

questionnaire and interview to some of the students and analyze the result to find the 

conclusion what are sixth semester students’ writing habits of English study program 

of FKIP UNJA. 

1.3. Research Questions      

The research questions are formulated as:         

1. What are the writing types of the students according to their composing style? 



2. What are the writing habits of Sixth Semester students of English study program 

of FKIP Jambi University? 

1.4. Objectives of the Study       

The objectives of the research are formulated as:    

1. To know the writing types of the students according to their composing style. 

2. To find out the writing habits of Sixth Semester students of English study 

program of FKIP Jambi University.   

1.5. Significance          

The study has been conducted in order to gain more information on sixth 

semester students' writing habits of English study program of FKIP UNJA. The 

results of the study were expected to be useful for all readers. Theoretically, the study 

were intended to be useful as the reference or guidance in increasing the knowledge 

or knowing on what and how the sixth semester students’ writing habits in English 

study program of FKIP UNJA. Practically, the study were expected to give 

contributions for the lecturer and students to think more critically about the problem 

and phenomenon in this context.  

1.6. Definition of the Key Terms       

To clarify the definition of terms in this research and also to avoid the 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation between the researcher and readers, the terms 

are: 



a. Writing, is a way to produce language, which you do naturally when you speak. It 

also an action–a process of discovering and organizing your ideas, putting them 

on a paper and reshaping and revising them (Meyers, 2005). 

b. Interest, is a state of curiosity or concern about, or attention to something (Philip, 

2011). 

c. Writing interest, is the student more likely to set effective goals, make use of 

helpful strategies, and seek feedback as they work with writing tasks (Lipstein 

and Renninger, 2007). 

d. Habits, reflex-like behavior that is triggered unconsciously by familiar cues in a 

person’s context (physical setting, other actions in sequence, time of day) (Wood 

& Neal, 2008). 

 


