
CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Thischapterpresentstheresearchbackgroundthatdescribesthe

backgroundoftheproblem andthereasontheresearcherconductedthis

research.Thentheresearcherwillexplaintheresearchquestionsand

makealistofresearchobjectives.Followedbyexplainingthesignificance

oftheresearch,thelimitationsoftheresearch,anddefinitionsofkey

terms.

1.1BackgroundofStudy

Vocabularyisveryimportanttosupportstudents'successinlearning

English.Withoutvocabulary,evensmallthingswillnotbeconveyedand

withoutvocabulary we cannotcommunicate so students willfind it

difficulttoexpresstheirideasbecauseofthelanguagetheydonotknow.

Vocabularyisanimportantthingthatmustbeunderstoodbecauseithasa

very large impacton learning in the fields ofwriting,reading and

communicating.AccordingtoRichard(2002),vocabularyisanimportant

componentoflanguageproficiencyandprovidesmanybasesforseeing

howwellstudentsarespeaking,communicating,readingandwriting.This

meansthatitwillcausebigproblemsifstudentsarelearningtostudybut

donothavethebasisforlearningvocabulary.Andwillhindertheideasand

creativityofstudentsinstudying.



Learningvocabularyisnoteasy,becauseweneedtodevelopthe

vocabulary thatwe already know into a sentence thatis used to

communicate and express ideas.Learning vocabulary is a cyclical

discoveryprocess to use words in a foreign language continuously.

AccordingtoSchmitt(2010)onethingthatallpartnerscanagreeonis

thatlearning vocabulary is an importantpartofmastering English.

However,studentsdon'tjuststudyEnglishvocabulary,studentsmustbe

abletousevocabularyandpracticeEnglishvocabularywell.Learning

vocabularyisnoteasy,becauseweneedtodevelopthevocabularythat

wealreadyknowintoasentencethatisusedtocommunicateandexpress

ideas.Learningvocabularyisacyclicaldiscoveryprocesstousewordsin

aforeignlanguagecontinuously.AccordingtoSchmitt(2010)onething

thatallpartnerscanagreeonisthatlearningvocabularyisanimportant

partofmastering English.However,studentsdon'tjuststudyEnglish

vocabulary,studentsmustbeabletousevocabularyandpracticeEnglish

vocabularywell.

Therefore,students are required to have theirown strategyin

learningvocabulary.Becauseeachstudenthascompatibilitywithdifferent

learning strategies.In learning vocabulary,the students have various

strategies.Theylearnbasedontheirenjoymentinitslearningprocess.

Learningstrategiesinvocabularyaredifferentamongthestudents.Those

strategieswillinfluencetheirresultinEnglishachievement.Studentswho

havegoodstrategyinlearningvocabularycanunderstandaboutwhatthey



have learned easierbecause some aspects ofEnglish learning need

vocabularyinunderstandingthemeaning.Takac(2008:77)explainedthat

thebenefitofstrategictraininginthefactthatmostofvocabularylearning

strategycan be applied in alllearning stages.Thatway,to getan

understandingthatisappropriateforeachstudent,studentswillchoose

themostappropriatestrategyto useinlearning vocabulary.And the

teacher'sroleisveryimportanttoimprovestudents'skillstounderstand

vocabulary.Aspectsofteacher,learning resources,and examplesare

neededbystudentstounderstandvocabulary.Justlikethenarrativeof

expertsaboutvocabulary.AccordingtoSchmitt(2010),onethingthatis

agreeduponbyallpartnersinvolvedinthelearningprocess(students,

teachers,writers,and researcher)is thatlearning vocabulary is an

importantpartofmasteringEnglish.

ThewaystudentsunderstandEnglishvocabularyiscalledastrategy.

TomakeiteasierforstudentstolearnEnglishvocabulary,ofcourse

students must have their own strategy for learning English

vocabulary.Vocabularylearningstrategies(VLS)aredesignedtoassist

learners in facilitating and streamlining theirvocabulary learning to

achieveoptimalgoals.Schmitt(2000)explainsthatVLScanempower

learnersandattractlearners’attentioninlearninglanguageinawaythat

willimprovethelearners’vocabularydevelopment.Schmitt(1997)also

mentionsthatinvocabularyacquisition,emphasizinghighexposuretothe

languageiscritical.Furthermore,VLSareimportantinsecondlanguage



learningtomaximizetheproductivityoflanguageacquisition.According

toTakač(2008),VLSarespecificstrategiesutilizedinvocabularylearning

activitiesin thetargetlanguage.Moreover,VLS arethemethodsfor

learning vocabulary that facilitate expedient language learning

(Amiryousefi&Ketabi,2011).Forthisreason,VLScanassistlearnersin

figuringoutthemeaningoftermsinthetargetlanguagetoexpandtheir

vocabularyknowledge(Hulstjin,1993,ascitedinMorin&Goebel,2001).

Inthisstudy,thereforetheauthorfocusesonfinding students

strategiesofstudentsinlearningEnglishvocabularyatthe8thgradeat

SMPN5MuaroJambi.

1.2ResearchQuestions

Whatarethedominantstrategiesusedbythestudentinlearning

EnglishvocabularyatSMPN5MuaroJambifortheeighthgradestudents’?

1.3ResearchObjectives

Thisstudyaimstofindoutthemostcommonstrategiesusedby

studentsinlearningEnglishvocabularyatSMPN5MuaroJambiforeighth

graders.Sothatlaterthisstrategycanbeareferenceforteachersor

studentstotrywhetherthestrategythatmoststudentsusewillmakeit

easierforeachstudenttolearnvocabulary.



1.4Limitations

Thisresearchislimitedtoknowingwhatstrategiesstudentsuseto

makeiteasierforthem tounderstandvocabularyintheeighthgradeof

SMPN 5MuaroJambi.Inthiscasetheresearcherwantstoknow the

strategiestheyusetomakeiteasierforthem tolearnvocabularysothat

themostwidelyusedstrategycanbeareferenceforstudentswhowant

tolearnvocabularysotheycanunderstandeasily.Sothatstudentsno

longerneedtohavedifficultylearningvocabulary.Aswellassothat

educatorscanusethisstrategytobegiventostudentssothatitiseasier

tolearnvocabularywithouthavingdifficulties.

1.5SignificanceofResearch

Theresultsofthisstudyareexpectedtobeusefulandprovide

insightsandperspectivesboththeoreticallyandpractically.Inparticular,

theresultsofthisstudyareusefulforcontributingtothedevelopmentof

students'strategiesinlearningEnglishvocabulary.Benefitsfortheteacher

forlaterthismosteffectiveandmosteffectivestrategytheteachercan

give to students who wantto learn vocabulary easily withoutany

difficulties.Andforstudentssothattheycanusethisstrategytomakeit

easierforthem tolearnvocabularywithoutdifficultyandmakeiteasierfor

them tounderstandvocabulary.



1.6DefinitionofKeyTerms

Theresearcherdeterminessometermsinthisresearchasfollows:

1.6.1Vocabulary

Thevocabularywasacollectionofwordsmasteredbyeighth-grade

studentsofSMPN5MuaroJambi.

1.6.2LearningVocabulary

Vocabulary learning was an activity carried outby eighth-grade

studentsofSMPN5MuaroJambitoincreasevocabularyknowledgefor

successinusingEnglishwords.

1.6.3DifficultiesinVocabulary

Difficultiesinvocabularywereproblemsfacedbytheeighth-grade

studentsofSMPN 5 Muaro Jambiinlearning vocabulary.Inlearning

vocabulary,severalfactorsmakevocabularydifficultsuchasGrammar

andMeaning.

1.6.4StrategyinLearningVocabulary

Vocabulary learning strategies are a partoflanguage learning

strategieswhichhaveattractedmuchattentionsincethelateseventies.A

vocabularystrategyisconsideredasaspecialinstructionaltoolandway

ofgoing aboutdirectlyorexplicitlyaswellastheindependentword

learning skills.Itis required in orderto learn words independently

(Riankamol,2008).ItisaddedbySchmitt(1997),hestatesthatlearners



mustemploytheirknowledge ofthe language,contextualclues,and

referencematerialstobuildthenew meaning(DeterminationStrategies)

oraskanotherpersonwhoknows(SocialStrategies)whentheymeeta

wordforthefirsttime.Inordertogaininitialinformationaboutthenew

word,thesestrategiesarelabeledasDiscoveryStrategies.Whenthey

havebeenintroducedoncetothenew word,buildingsomeeffortsto

rememberthewordisusefultothroughConsolidationStrategies,which

can come from the Determination,Social,Memory,Cognitive,and

MetacognitiveStrategies.


