
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background Of The Research 

  In university students are required to have independence in the learning process. The 

independence of the students are starting from choosing what courses will be taken, what 

kind of learning materials and references should be used, and the independence of students to 

complete all tasks assigned by the lecturer on time. This is really different when they were in 

senior high school. Because when they were in senior high school mostly everything had 

been prepared by the teachers. 

The independence demanded to be done by the students, is included into self- directed 

learning. Self-directed learning is an independent student learning process. Students are 

compulsory to have independence and willingness that comes from themselves in the learning 

process. In self-directed learning, the students motivate themselves and have their own 

initiative in every decision making. 

 Knowles (1975) stated that self directed learning describes a process in which individuals 

take the initiative, with or without the help from others , in diagnosing their learning needs, 

formulating learning goals, identifying human and material resources for learning, choosing 

and implementing appropriate learning strategies, and evaluating learning outcomes. 

 Students‟ involvement constitutes of behavioural term and belongs to self- management, 

in the same way students involvement is a form of self-directed learning. According to Astin 

(1985) students involvement refers to the amount of physical and psychological energy that 

the student devotes to the academic experience, such as student experience or a student‟s 

learning preparation. Choosing appropriate material resources for learning by the students in 



classroom one of exemplified by students involvement. In this context the students get 

involved to choose the resources and make decisions whether the resources is appropriate or 

not. 

Based on the researcher experience, as shown by reading course, when the students facing 

a problem in the classroom they tend to be stuck on that problem and confused what to do to 

solve the problem. For instance when the lecturer gives the task of simple text and questions 

related to the text but the students do not understand the content of the text, the students 

should take initiative to use tools such as dictionary or guessing meaning from the context 

rather than doing nothing and stuck on that problem. This is type of students‟ involvement in 

classroom.  

 This research is important to see whether students involvement in the development of 

reading materials for general purposes course is already possessed by the students in the first 

semester in Jambi University. Therefore students‟ involvement is suitable for the students to 

be able to have responsibility of them and it has a positive impact in learning process. 

This research is a part of the research entitled “Pengembangan Model Bahan Ajar Mata 

Kuliah „Reading for General Purposes‟ Berbasis „Students Self-directed Learning‟”. The 

research aimed to develop learning material for Reading for General Purposes course that 

based on Self-directed Learning concept. The research covers three other framework with 

their respective aims and this research is going to be one of the framework.  

The first framework entitled “ Students Involvement in the Development of Reading for 

General Purposes Course Materials”  which aims to observe what kind of involvement and 

the quality of involvement that students have in the development of reading for general 

purposes course materials. The next research entitled “Students Self-assessment on Their 

Autonomy in the Learning Process of Reading for General Purposes”, which aims to ask 



students about their evaluation of the program itself. The last research entitled “Students‟ 

Attitude Toward Self-directed Learning in Reading for General Purposes Course”, which 

aims to see the behaviour of the students toward the use of self directed learning in reading 

for general purposes course. 

 The research about students‟ involvement in the development of reading for general 

purposes course materials also not much has been found and not much any researcher discuss 

about it. The researcher will analyze what kind of involvement that students have and the 

quality of involvement in development of reading for general purposes course materials. The 

Analysis of students‟ involvement in the development of reading for general purposes course 

materials will be useful to develop the materials of Reading for General Purposes course 

itself. 

1.2 Questions of the Research 

1. What kind of involvement do students have in the development of reading for general 

purposes course materials ? 

2. What quality of involvement do students have in the development of reading for 

general purposes course materials ? 

1.3 Purpose of the Research 

1. To observe what kind of involvement do students have in the development of reading 

for general purposes course materials in first semester of English study programe 

students in Jambi university. 

2. To observe the quality of involvement that students have in the development of 

reading for general purposes course materials in first semester of English study 

programe students in Jambi university. 

1.4 Limitation of the Research 

 



  The focus of the research is limited on students‟ involvement in the development of 

reading for general purposes course materials. The subject of this research is first semester of 

English study programme students class of 2018/2019 in Jambi university. 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

 

The findings gave information about „Students Involvement in the Development of 

Reading for General Purposes Course Materials‟. The findings of this research expected to be 

used as a consideration in teaching reading using self-directed learning that will involve a 

teamwork between lecturer and students. It is also expected that this research might be useful 

for the next researchers who are interested in taking the same work. 

 


