
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This introductory chapter provides the overview of the research. This chapter is 

divided into six sections. They include the background of study, research question, 

objectives, limitation of conducting the research, significances of the research, and, the 

specifications of the product. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The primary school teacher education (PSTE) study program is a study program 

in university to create a competent teacher for elementary school. In order to produce 

the competent teachers, students of primary school teacher education study program 

need to master several competencies of teacher-being. One of the competencies is 

pedagogy competence in which in the future they will use their knowledge and skill to 

teach elementary school students.  

Primary school teacher education study program also learn English in the 

environment of learning in order to give them English knowledge and skill for future 

works. Additionally, English subject is one of the subject courses in university that 

important for students because as one of requirement for undergraduate students to get 

the college degree. However, English is well known as a difficult subject for non-

English study program students, especially for students of primary school teacher 

education study program 

According to thus, it is important to offer a meaningful learning by providing 

English material that close to target students.  



 Integrative thematic learning is a learning approach that integrates several 

competencies from several subject areas into themes (Majid, A., 2017).  

Theme will link several basic concepts of learning so that students will learn the 

basic concepts in integrative way. Thematic learning will give a meaningful learning 

experience for students because students will learn English through theme. 

In the setting of theme-based teaching and learning, all subjects will be taught in 

an integrated way. It is the best way to teach young learners because they will learn 

naturally. In its original (first language), a theme will be chosen, then connect that 

theme with other subjects’ competencies by preparing a plan of learning activities.  

Integrative thematic learning integrates several competencies and subject areas 

(Education of Civics, Science, Social Science, Mathematics, Education of Arts and 

Culture) so that students will be easy in learning English. In choosing a theme for the 

learning, there are several directions from foreign language and other lessons: first, 

other subject areas such as math and art, can offer teaching techniques, activities, and 

content, that can be used in the foreign language class. Second, foreign language lessons 

can provide content for other subject areas. Last, whole subject lessons can be taught in 

the foreign language. 

Additionally, the availability of English textbook for students of primary school 

teacher education study program is less than expectation school. So, this textbook will 

offer a good chance for students of primary school teacher education study program 

students to learn English in integrative and meaningful ways. Therefore, this study 

program will create teachers who will have competencies of English for elementary 

level. 



In this research, the researcher developed a thematic English textbook for students 

of primary school teacher education study program. This study program is one of major 

in University of Jambi, the research setting. Furthermore, this research aimed to develop 

the textbook with students’ need analysis in consideration. 

 

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the background of the study, this research answered the research 

question: ”How a thematic English textbook for students of primary school teacher 

education study program in Jambi University is developed?” 

 

1.3 Objective of the Research 

This research mainly aimed to describe the process of developing a thematic 

English textbook for students of primary school teacher education study program in 

Jambi University. Lastly, the research also aimed to develop a thematic English 

textbook for students of primary school teacher education study program in Jambi 

University. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Research 

Theoretically, the finding of this research is expected to provide information about 

the process of developing a thematic English textbook for students of primary school 

teacher education study program in Jambi University. Practically, the finding of this 

research is expected to be a reference for readers who have interest in conducting 

research about developing English textbook for primary school teacher education 

students. 



1.5 Limitation of the Research 

This research was limited by some cases. First, the development of the textbook 

used integrative thematic approach. Based on the concept, the English material in the 

textbook consisted of several subject courses’ materials that existed in the students’ 

classroom by evaluating the need analysis in the first phase.  

Second, the developed textbook would not be implemented in the classroom in 

which the observation result as the evaluation, one of steps in developing the textbook, 

but the product will be evaluated by the material expert, and, media and learning design 

expert only. 

 

1.6 Specification of the Product 

The specifications of the developed product in this study are as follow: 

1.6.1 The expected product is an English textbook for students of Primary School 

Teacher Education study program in Jambi University. 

1.6.2 The textbook includes English competencies; Reading, Writing, Speaking, 

Listening, Grammar, and Vocabulary.  

1.6.3 The textbook includes several subjects course material; Science, Sosial 

Science, Education of Civics, Maths, and, Education of Arts and Culture.  

1.6.4 Material of the textbook are designed with integrative thematic appropach. 

1.6.5 Material in the textbook are designed by the consideration of students’ need 

and learning outcomes of English course. 

1.6.6 Material in the textbook contain local culture of Jambi province. 

1.6.7 Components of the textbook are adapted from the Guide of Learning Material 

Development by Depdiknas (2008). 


