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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English is an international language which is used by many people all around the 

world. In a global era, people are expected to master English so that they can 

communicate with other people who live in other countries. As a tool of an international 

communication, English should be learned by people who live in a country which uses 

English as a foreign language, including Indonesia. To support Indonesian people in order 

to be able to communicate with other people around the globe, Indonesian government 

incorporates English into its educational curriculum as one of its compulsory subjects 

starting from junior high school. Curriculum is very importan in education. Acocrding to 

A. Ferry .T. Indratno “Curriculum is program and content of an education system in order 

to arry out the process of accumulation of knowledge between generation in society. 

Hence, it is hoped that there will be a great chance for Indonesian learners to improve 

their English communication competence.  

Since the start of reforms in the education sector in 2002, the discuorse on 

improving the quality of education has become a strategic issue in Indonesia. One of the 

govermment policies as outline in UUSPN 20/2003, article 50 paragraph 3 is to orginize 

an internationally orriented school eductaion program when one of the markers is the use 

of English as Language of Instruction or English as Medium of Instruction, or EMI. The 

purpose of this policy is to realize an inteligent and internationally competitive Indonesia 

nation that is able to compete and collaborate globally.  
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English as a medium of instruction (EMI) can be defined as the use of the English 

language to teach academic subjects in countries or jurisdictions and implemented in 

some countries where the first language of the majority of the population is not English. 

Using English as the medium of instruction as the target language in the classroom is very 

important to do so for the process of language learning. Dickson (1996) stated that the use 

of the target language in the classroom greatly increases the students' exposure to the 

target language. Using the target language in the classroom, students are receiving more 

comprehensible input thus leading to more complex language structures. By using the 

target language in the classroom can provide a source of modeling for the students both in 

regards to the production of the language and the attitude toward the language.  

Although using English as a medium of instruction or as the target language by the 

English teacher can cause some stress, but it is very important to do so for the process of 

language learning. According to Dickson (1996), the importances of using the target 

language in the classroom are: first, the use of the target language in the classroom greatly 

increases the students' exposure to the target language. This is very important, especially 

in foreign language classrooms where the target language is not heard outside of the 

classroom context. The goal is to make the context as close to a second language context  

(where the target language would be heard outside of the classroom) as possible in order 

to give students maximum exposure to the language. Second, by using the target language 

in the classroom, students are receiving more comprehensible input thus leading to more 

complex language structures. By using the target language, students are not only learning 

‘about’ the language but also learning ‘through’ the language. Certain classroom 

commands or common expressions can be acquired through routine use. Last, using the 

target language in the classroom can provide a source of modeling for the students both in 

regards to the production of the language and the attitude toward the language. If the 
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teacher is able to show proper use of the language daily, students can use that teacher as 

an example or model for production. In addition, if the teacher treats the language as 

more than just a subject for study but shows the value of the language by using it, 

students will be more likely to gain a better appreciation for the language.  

English Medium Instruction students and teachers will learn is not ‘about’ English 

(as a subject) but ‘through’ English (as a medium). Ibrahim (2014) stated an English as a 

medium, English is likely to be used to perform academic tasks involving various 

classroom-related communicative activities like gaining information (listening & reading) 

and conveying information (speaking & writing). In the fact of the field that EMI will 

allow students and teachers to read in English (textbooks) more extensively can 

contribute to the success of acquiring the language. EMI which offers students and 

teachers more opportunities to speak English (e.g. in lectures, comments, discussions, 

presentations, interactions, tests, etc.) means that it is a source of comprehensible output, 

another component responsible for second language acquisition.  

Related to the curriculum, the use of syllabus also imprtant. The syllabus which is 

used in Senior High School is different to the Vocational High School. The material of 

teaching betwen Senior high School and Vocational High School is defferent. Compare to 

Senior High School in Vocational High School there are so many major. In Vocational 

High School there is a subject in which the Senior High School does not have. Beside, the 

teaching in Vocational High School. Is more pratical than Senior High School. 

In Vocational High School (SMK) N4 Kota Jambi there are four majors which are 

Culinary Art, Housetility, Beauty, and Fashion. The reseracher was graduated from SMK 

N4 Kota Jambi and took Culinary Art Major. In SMK N4 the students are obligate to use 

English language in some activity especially in Culinary Art’s major.  In Culinary Art 
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major, there is continental food subject. It is Western food. In Continental 

learning/practice to make the food, before the class start, teacher explain to the students 

what kind of food or meal that they have to make and what students should to do in 

English  and students should understand what has been explained by the teacher in the 

class. So the researcher is interested in conducting the research entitled “Students’ 

Perception on the Use of English as Medium of Instruction of Eleventh Graders at SMK 

N4 Kota Jambi”. 

 

 

1.2 Research Questions 

 There is research question in this study “Is student’s Culinary Art’s perceptions 

toward the use of English as medium of instruction (EMI) in Continental food subject at 

SMK No 4 Kota Jambi”?  

1.3 Research Objective 

 Based on the research question above, the main purpose of this research is “To find 

out student Culinary Art’s perception about the use of English as medium of instruction 

(EMI) in Continental food subject”.  

1.4 Limitation of the Research 

 The sample of the research was from SMK N4 Kota Jambi. Only Culinary Art 

students XI graders as the participants. The researcher shared the questionnare to 60 students 

of  XI class to find out what is students Culinary Art’s perception toward the use of EMI in 

Continental food subject.  
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1.5 Significance of the Research 

 The finding of this research is expected to be useful and give benefits for every school 

in Indonesia, Teachers, students, and next researcher. 

 For every school, hopefully this research can increase students’ knowledge of EMI. 

 For teachers. The teachers will know the importance as well as the use of EMI in 

teaching and learning process. The findings of this research may inspire them to apply the 

activities as strategies in teaching and learning process. 

 For students. Knowing the findings of this research, students are expected to be more 

motivated to follow the teaching and learning process. Thus, they can be more active in 

participating teaching and learning process. 

 For the next researcher, this research can give information and some references for 

them. 

1.6 Definition of Key Term 

  In order to make clear about the definition of terms in this research and also to avoid 

the misundestanding and misinterpretation for readers: 

Perception  : Interpretation or point of view which people translate sensory impressions into 

coherent and unified view of the world around them. Every person has different 

perception based on the ability to understand something.  the organization, 

identification, and interpretation of sensory information in order to represent 

and understand the presented information, or the invironment 
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EMI  : English as medium of instructure is the use of English to teach academic 

subjects in countries or areas where English is not the first language of most of 

the population. 

Tata Boga : Culinary Art or Tata Boga is popularly considered the official “chef” cooking 

program.  Within Culinary Arts programs there are specialty distinctions like 

Culinary Arts–Pastry/Baking and others 

Continental food subject : Is a kind of subject learn how to make or cook meals eaten in 

European nations and mostly known as European cuisine or other name Western 

cuisine. Continental foods are different from other countries such as Indian and 

Indonesian foods are very dissimilar with western food.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


