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ABSTRACT 

 

At English Education Study Program at University of Jambi, oral presentation is 

one of the assessment that is common to use. This research investigated how 

much benefit the fourth semester student of English Education Study Program at 

University of Jambi receives from oral presentation as an assignsment. Twelve 

(12) participants were chose based on demographic questionnaire that researcher 

gave to every classes in the fourth semester of English Education Study Program 

at University of Jambi. There were two major themes emerged from data analysis, 

the first theme is there are two benefits that students gained from oral 

presentation, increased speaking skill and fruitful discussion. Every participants 

agree that oral presentation helps them to increase their speaking skill because 

they have to speak in oral presentation. Discussion in oral presentation hated or 

loved by the students provide them with benefit such as new knowledge and a 

place to exchange their opinion. There were two problems that decreases benefits 

of oral presentation, the first problem is many students felt forced to conduct oral 

presentation because it is an assignment from their lecturer, and the second 

problem is in group oral presentation there are many students who only care about 

their own material. To conclude, oral presentation as an assessment can be 

beneficial for students; if lecturer able to minimize problems that decreases 

benefits of oral presentation. Instead using oral presentation as a tool to assess 

their students’ knowledge, teacher or lecturer could use it as tool to help their 

students to learn, because not only it decrease the problems that oral presentation 

have as an assessment, it also benefit the students.  
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INTRODUCTION 

1. Background of the Research 

            Oral presentation often use as assessment at English Education Study 

Program at University of Jambi, students are often called upon to make oral 

presentations based on topic that was provided by the lecturer whether as an 

individual or as a group assessment. Oral presentation as an assessment tends to 

have several problems. The first problem is, there are great numbers of students 

that only do their oral presentation because it is an assessment from their lecturer, 

as the result most of the time they do not understand their own material or learn 

anything about their topic. When this happens the students choose to memorize 

their material, and will try to finish their oral presentation as swiftly as possible. 

Another problem that usually resurfaces is in group oral presentation some 

students only care about their own part, this happens because the students usually 

break down their topic into several parts for each member of the group to present; 

some students only care and learn about their own part and do not try to 

understand their group topic as a whole. The problem arises because some topic 

has to be understood as a whole and cannot be partially, if this happens there is a 

good chance that they will not learn anything, because their partial understanding 

of some topic will only confuses them.  

            Several problems that mentioned before potentially decrease the benefit of 

oral presentation that the students might gain, because they do not actually 

address their own ideas and thought about the topic, and they do not actually 

practice their English skill because they do not actually understand their own 

material, and only present what they remember. Researcher wanted to know if the 

fourth semester students of English Education Study Program at university of 

Jambi still receive the benefits of oral presentation even though it have problems 

that decrease its benefit.  



2.  Research Question 

            This research answered the following question: “Do the fourth semester 

students of English Education Study Program at University of Jambi receive the 

benefit of oral presentation?” 

3. Purpose of the Research 

         Thia research was conducted to find out how oral presentation benefited the 

fourth semester students of English Education Study Program at university of 

Jambi as they receive it as their assessment even though it have problems that 

decrease its benefit. 

4.  Limitation of the Research 

           This research focuses on the use of oral presentation by for the fourth 

semester students in English Education Study Program at University of Jambi, in 

conducting this research there were some limitations the researcher follow. First, 

oral presentation limited into group presentation where each group assigned with 

certain topic selected by the teacher. Second, oral presentation limited into oral 

presentation that the fourth semester students ever have at University of Jambi. 

5.  Significance of the Research 

          There are several benefits of this research. First, it can develop and increase 

knowledge from the previous study about oral presentation especially the benefit 

of group oral presentation. Second, hopefully for lecturer the findings of this 

research can be use by the lecturer of English Education Study Program at 

University of Jambi as consideration before giving oral presentation as an 

assessment in the class. Third, the researcher also hopes this research might be 

useful for the next researchers who are interested to study the benefit of oral 

presentation even further. 

 

 

 



REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

            Oral Presentation as an assessment can be oversimplified as a test, or an 

assignment to assess someone ability to summarize and deliver knowledge on a 

specific topic, but there are several more explanations given by other researcher 

that give broader ideas about this particular subject. Levin and Topping’s (as cited 

in Irvine, 2009) define oral presentation as “a talk or speech given by a presenter 

(sometimes more than one) to an audience of two or more people”. In his study Li 

(2016) stated that oral presentation as a public speaking either as an individual, or 

as a group, which is used to present speaker’s idea about certain topic either in 

professional working context or in the classroom context. Oral presentation 

presents a way for people to communicate their ideas “an extension of oral 

communication skill. It is where the speaker shows their knowledge on a 

particular subject.” (Nadia, 2013, p.7). 

            Oral presentation is not only differentiate by the number of the presenter it 

has, when it is use in the classroom there are several type of oral presentation 

based on factors such as choice of topic, time allocated to the presentation, 

grammar, vocabulary, method of presentation, and, most important, learners’ 

proficiency levels.  According to Al Issa and Al qubtan (2010) based on the 

aforementioned factors divided oral presentation into three types, controlled, 

guided, and free oral presentation. Oral presentation can also be differentiate by 

the goal of the presenter aim to achieve when conduct their presentation, 

according to Chivers and Shoolbred (as cited in Nadia, 2013) “understanding the 

style of presentation will help you to explore the main goal of giving this 

presentation” based on their aim, oral presentation divided into informative and 

persuasive oral presentation. 

            The use of oral presentation in the classroom presents dozens of benefit if 

it is done correctly according to some research. Meloni & Thompson (1980) in 

their study stated that the use oral presentations in the classroom, if properly 

guided and organized will be hugely benefiting for ESL/EFL students, oral 

presentation can provide a learning experience and teach lifelong skills in every 



subjects, and later in their careers. Brooks and Wilson (2014) in their study stated 

that oral presentation present an opportunity for language learners to communicate 

with each other using their L2 in natural ways. Huxham, Campbell and Westwood 

(2014) in their study explained that oral presentation will help the students to 

develop their critical thinking because they have to present their ideas and then 

defend it. King (2002) in her study stated that oral presentation if implemented 

correctly can increase student’s motivation to study, because it provides them with 

stimulating and rewarding learning experience. Furthermore it can help students 

to build their confidence to hold a public speaking. 

RESEARCH METHOD 

            This research used qualitative research to answer the research questions 

which according to Berg (2000, p.6) “Qualitative research properly seeks answers 

to questions by examining various social settings and the individuals who inhabit 

these settings.” The research conducted in University of Jambi and focused on 

English Education Department of Jambi University. Sample of this research is 

four (4) students from every class in fourth semester of English Education Study 

Program at University of Jambi, that consist of three (3) classes. The sample 

choose based on demographic questionnaire that is given to each class prior to the 

interview, researcher used the result of demographic questionnaire as the basis to 

chose them, they are chosen based on how they perceived oral presentation as an 

assignment. Two (2) participants who have positive opinion about oral 

presentation and happy to have oral presentation as assignment in their class, and 

two (2) participants who have negative opinion about oral presentation and hate to 

have oral presentation as assignment in their class are chosen from each class as 

sample for this research.  

            The researcher used interview to gather the data for this research as Berg 

(2006, p.67) defined an interview as “A conversation with a purpose, specifically, 

the purpose is to gather information.” There were several types of interview that 

can be use in a qualitative research. This research used semi-structured interview 

as the data collection technique. DiCicco-Bloom & Crabtree (2006) explained in 



their study that the semi-structured interview offer the researcher more flexibility 

because it is generally organized around a set of predetermined open-ended 

questions, with other questions emerge from the dialogue between interviewer and 

interviewees. This research used interview guideline that consist of twenty one 

(21) questions that is adopted from Benraghda, Radzuan & Ali (2018), Živković 

(2014), King (2002), Meloni & Thompson (1980), Swain (1980), Huxham, 

Campbell and Westwood (2014) to get the interview data from the fourth-

semester students of  English department. All of the interview data were tape-

recorded and the interviews are varied in length from 10 to 15 minutes. To 

analyze the data, the researcher transcribed the interview from the students, after 

that the researcher used three concurrent flows of action: data reduction, data 

display, and conclusions and verification, as suggested by Berg (2006) to analyze 

the collected data. 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

            After every interviews were transcribed and they were coded and analyzed 

there are two major themes emerged. Two major themes identified as results of 

this research included: 

1. Benefits that students gain from oral presentation: 

➢ Benefits of speaking in oral presentation   

➢ Benefits of discussion in oral presentation. 

2. Problems that decreases benefits of oral presentation: 

➢ Some students forced themselves to deliver oral presentation because it is 

an assignment given by their lecturer. 

➢ Some students only learn about their own material that have been assigned 

to them in group oral presentation. 

Oral Presentation Helps to Increase Students Speaking Skills Because They 

Have to Speak in Front of Their Audience. 

            Every participants agree that oral presentation helps in increasing their 

speaking skill, even though half of the participant hate to have oral presentation as 



an assignment. One of the participant stated his speaking skill increase because he 

need to speak in order to explain his material to his audience, another participant 

also said someting similiar, about how her speaking skill increase because she 

have to speak in oral presentation. some participant also add the reason why their 

speaking skill improve, for example one participant stated because she learn how 

to pronounce words that she wil use in her oral presentation, another participant 

said her speaking skill improve because during her preparation for oral 

presentation she found new vocabularies, and unfamiliar words that she never use 

before. According to one of the participant oral presentation indeed helps to 

improve his speaking skill, but he think that confidence or self confidence that 

improve much more because of oral presentation, another participant also claimed 

the same thing, she said her confindence improve because over time she able to 

enjoy herself while speaking in public, another participant seems to be in 

agreement because he said he able to be more confidence after get more 

experience to speak in public, and it helps him to get over his nervousness. 

Benefits of Discussion in Oral Presentation 

            There are two different kinds of discussion that participants claim 

benefited for them, the preparation stage discussion and discussion session or 

Q&A session that usually conducted after the presenters finish delivering their 

material. While not every students that assign with oral presentation have 

discussion as part of their preparation, but there are plenty who do so and they 

usually discussion their group material that difficult to comprehend alone. One of 

the participant who prefer to have a discussion with his group mates in their 

preparation stage said they do it, so they can help each other, if someone from 

their group got blank when conducting their oral presentation. Another participant  

added that the discussion she had in her preparation stage helps improving her 

critical thinking, because she had to master her oral presentation material. 

             The discussion or Q&A session that held after all the presenter already 

finish delivering their material, may be hated or loved by students for they own 



reasons, some who enjoy this session without know it already benefited from it, 

like one of the participant who enjoy the discussion session and have open-

minded discussion with her audiences and probably gain great amount of new 

knowledge and increase her communication skill. Another participant said she 

enjoys discussion session because she can share her opinion and get feedback for 

her oral presentation, exchange of knowledge that the participant certainly 

benefits her, she also said discussion session improve her speaking skill and made 

her appreciate other people’s opinion. 

Students Force Themselves to Deliver Oral Presentation Because it is an 

Assignment Given by Their Lecturer. 

            Sometimes students do not have choice but to complete any assignment 

that is given by their lecturer because they are afraid they will not pass the class, if 

they did not do it. As an assignment not every student in English Education Study 

Program of University of Jambi have positive opinion about it, and when they 

assign with it, those who have negative opinion about it will force themselves to 

finish it. One of the participant who dislike oral presentation because she thinks it 

is hard felt underpreassure when assign with oral presentation, she also added that 

when she thinks a  material is too hard to understand, she just said anything that 

she can think of in her presentation. One of the participant said that she will just 

memorize her material if she find that material too hard to understand, another 

participant said she always memorize her oral presentation material because she 

afraid that she will forget it. Students are expected to speak in order to get score 

from their lecturer and some of them choose to memorize their material altough 

they do not understand it, memorizing material are not something prohibited to 

do, but it will be better if student understand their material and able help their 

friends understand it.  

Some Students Only Learn About They Own Material That Have Been 

Assigned to Them in Group Oral Presentation. 

       Group oral presentation is the most common type of oral presentation that 

used as an assignment in English Education Study Program at University of 



Jambi, with students devided into several group, and then assign with larger chunk 

of material that they have to present in front of the class. A group discussion 

where students discuss their group material throughly and later present its result is 

what lecturer probably hope for when assign their students with this type of oral 

presentation, but the group discussion that students have probably not for their 

material,  but to decide who got to present which part of the material. 

       One of the participant said she will focus to study her own part and only learn 

her group material if there is some time left in her preparation stage, another 

participant  in the other hand do not even bother with her friend material because 

she only want to focus on her material. 

Discussions 

            Based on result that emerge it is cannot be denied that oral presention 

bring benefits for students of fourth semester students of English Education Study 

Program at University of Jambi, and students who gained benefits from oral 

presentation are not limited to the participant actually like it as an assginment. 

Oral presentation itself have some problems that make it harder for students to get 

benefits from oral presentation that assign to them as an assignment from their 

lecturer.  

      There is one benefit that all participants agree that they gained from oral 

presentation as an assignment, these benefit is increased speaking skill, and all of 

them agree it is because they have to speak in oral presentation. These findings do 

fit with Brooks and Wilson (2014) research that stated oral presentation  provides 

students an opportunity to communicate with each other using their L2 in natural 

ways, and for the fourth semester students of English Education Study Program at 

University of Jambi, oral presentation provides them change to speaking in 

English with each other thus help them in increasing their speaking skill. This 

seems to be in agreement with King (2002) study that found oral presentation can 

help students to enhance their speaking skill because when they share their finding 



with their classmates students have an opportunity use their language skills in a 

naturally and integrated way.        

       Other benefits such as increased confidence to speak in public, and some 

benefits from discussion session only gained by some of the participants, even 

though almost all of the participants agree that they become more confidence after 

getting more experience to speak in public. This seems to be in agreement with . 

King (2002) findings that found if if implemented correctly can help students 

build their confidence to speak in public. Oral presentation where students have to 

speak certainly increase students’ speaking skill and confidence to speak in 

public, but others benefits that students of English Education Study Program at 

University of Jambi may gain from oral presentation only felt by some students. 

       The generalizability of this research is limited by the small number of 

participants, due to researcher lack of experience as an undergraduate students 

there are maybe some mistakes that the researcher do and overlook in collecting 

or analysing the data.        

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

Conclusion 

         This research conducted for the purpose of finding out “Do the fourth 

semester students of English Education Study Program at University of Jambi 

receive the benefit of oral presentation when they receive it as their assignment?”. 

Qualitative method is used for this research; interview is used as a mean to gather 

the data and to choose the participants for this research, purposive sampling is 

used. Twelve (12) participants are sample of this research, chose based on 

demographic questionnaire given to every class in fourth semester of English 

Education Study Program at University of Jambi.  

         There are two major themes emerge from data analysis, first there two 

benefits that students gain from oral presentation, and there two problems that 

decrease its benefits. The first benefit that participant every participants agree is 

oral presentation helps them to increase their speaking skill because they have to 



speak when they are assign with oral presentation. The second benefit comes from 

discussion that some of participant conduct prior of their oral presentation that 

helps them comprehend their group difficult material and increase their critical 

thinking, while the discussion that students have after they finish delivering their 

material also benefited students in form of exchanging opinions.       

suggestions 

 The results of this research bring some suggestions for teacher or lecturer 

as considerations before assign their students with oral presentation, and for future 

researcher who wants to study this topic even further. Based on the results of this 

research, the researcher finds out there are great number of students only do their 

presentation to get score from their lecturer and resulted in some of the students 

feel forced to do their oral presentation. Instead using oral presentation as a tool to 

assess their students’ knowledge, teacher or lecturer should use it as tool to help 

their students to learn. Teacher or lecturer guide their students in discussion about 

topic that is too hard for their students to learn alone, and help them discuss it in 

group or as a whole class because the result of this research shows that discussion 

gives benefits for students. This discussion also solve the second problems that 

the researcher finds out as the results of this research, that some students only 

learn about their part in group oral presentation. Because not only they discuss 

their topic together, they also learn about it together. Not only that they can 

exchange their knowledge and they also learn how to give their opinion, give 

response to their friend’s opinion, and how to defend their opinion. In language 

learning program this discussion provide language learner an opportunity to 

practice their second language.  

         After the discussion is over, teacher or lecturer could ask their students to 

share what they understand about the topic that have been discuss before, either as 

an individual or as a group, and the Q&A session should be an option not a 

mandatory for the students. The most important part is that teacher or lecturer do 

not score their students’ oral presentation, and do not give coment about their 



performance. This will  make oral presentation an enjoyable activity for their 

students because will not feel forced to do oral presentation, and will not become 

a burden for some students. Teacher or lecturer should only correct their 

students’s misunderstanding at the end of the activity, to prevent their students 

doubt themselves and lose their confidance to do oral presentation in the future. 

         For future researcher who wants to study about oral presentation especially 

about the benefit of it, could use more participants since this reseach only have 12 

(twelve) participants, and with more participants future researcher could get more 

comprehensive data that provide a better insight about the benefit of oral 

presentation that this research might have miss. Then, since since research focus 

on the benefit of oral presentation in general, future researcher could put focus on 

specific topic for example “Do oral presentation help students increase their 

speaking skill?” or any other topic that future researcher interested and do not 

covered in this research. 
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