
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the research 

 Teachers are influential figures in teaching and learning process because their roles 

and responsibilities in education are very significant. Teachers do not only serve as educator 

and knowledge transmitter, but also have to guide students in developing all competencies in 

academic and non academic field. Therefore, teachers should help their students to achieve 

their learning objectives, as reflected the Government Regulation Number 74 Year 2008 

concerning teachers, “teachers are professional educators with the main tasks of educating, 

teaching, guiding, directing, training, assessing and evaluating students in early childhood 

education, in primary, junior and senior high school level. Teachers must have academic 

qualifications, competencies, certificates educator, physically and mentally healthy and has 

the ability to create national education goals”. 

 Many factors affect learning process such as classroom management, student 

management, and learning activities management. The management of learning activities is 

not only supported by a good learning process but also by good teacher’s competences. 

Competence is a set of  knowledge, skills, and behaviors that must be owned, mastered, and 

actualized by the teachers. According to the Republic of Indonesia Law Number 14 Year 

2005 about teachers and lecturers, it is explained that teacher must meet certain requirements 

and have four basic competencies namely: pedagogical competence, professional 

competence, personal competence, and social competence. The four competences should be 

owned by all teachers who are going to teach. A competence which is most related to 

improving student competence needs to be developed by subject teachers in learning namely 

pedagogic competence, because this competence is comprising teacher’s ability in 



management learning. According to Mulyasa (2007) in Hakim (2015), pedagogic competence 

is the ability to carry out students learning involve “an understanding of learners, 

instructional design and implementation, evaluation of learning outcomes, and the 

development of learners to actualize their potential” (p. 2). So, pedagogical competence is the 

illustration of capabilities that can be seen from the way the teacher delivers subject matter, 

the way teacher teach and the suitability of teaching methods with students’ characteristics. 

 Prior to conducting this research, the researcher was undertaking pre-service teaching 

(Program Pengenalan Lapangan/PLP) in junior high school in 2018. From the researcher’s 

teaching experience, the researcher observed English teachers in that school and found a 

major problem faced by the teacher. The researcher thought that it was related to teacher’s 

competence, the teacher still lacks of pedagogical competence during teaching in the 

classroom. For example, the teacher took over all learning activities without involving 

students, teachers also did not pay full attention to the condition of  the classroom. There was 

not interaction from the teacher to the students, so that there was a gap in implementing 

learning materials. Everything happened based on the teacher's decision without involving 

the students, which made the learning process that is supposed to be more active, interactive, 

and creative became passive.  

 Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher tried to investigate the teacher’s 

perception about the importance of pedagogical competence in teaching English. Finally the 

researcher proposed to conduct a research entitled: Junior High School Teachers’ 

Perceptions towards Pedagogical Competence in Teaching English. 

1.2 Research Question 

 The researcher formulates the research question as the following: 



What are the Junior High School teachers’ perceptions towards pedagogical 

competence in teaching English. 

1.3 Purpose of the Research 

The purpose of this research is to describe teachers’ self perceptions toward the 

importance of pedagogical competence in teaching English. 

1.4 Limitation of the Research 

This research focuses on investigating teachers’ perceptions about the importance of 

pedagogical competence. The participants were the English teacher’s who participate as 

active member of  MGMP in Gugus 3 Muaro Jambi, which consist of 24 English teachers. 

1.5 Significances of the Research 

The finding of this research hopefully contributes to the improvement of the teacher’s 

pedagogical competence by providing insight about their pedagogical competence. Teachers 

in the school took roles as the participants and had an opportunity to show their perceptions 

toward the importance of pedagogical competence. Therefore, they experience participating 

in a research and applying their freedom of showing opinions. 

 


