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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the researcher presents a background of the research, formulation 

of the research question, purpose of the research, scopes, and limitations of the 

research, significance of the research and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Research 

Indonesia applied the trial of the curriculum 2013 (K-13) in 2,598 models of 

the elementary school in the middle of 2013. The curriculum (2013) is no longer 

adopting English to become the main subject for public elementary school. Hence, 

some public elementary schools across the country chose to discard or make it as 

local content. Despite English still taught as local content, due to average class of 

public schools in Indonesia contain 30-40 students, some parents believe that their 

children obtain less intensive attention from the teacher and alternatively take a 

private outside the school, where children could receive an additional 2 to 8 hours 

of English instruction per-week (Zein, 2017).  

The terminology used to identify private tutoring varies in different countries. 

In some English-speaking countries, people prefer using private tuition more often 

than private tutoring. While the entrepreneurs who create formal establishments 

for tutoring commonly used the kind words of centers, academies or institutes 

(Bray, 1999). However, Tansel and Bircan (2006) precisely define private tutoring 

as educations outside the formal school system where the tutor teaches a particular 

subject in exchange for a financial gain. Tutoring can take different forms, and the 

size of the classes can be different from country to country. If it is home-based, 
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the class is typically conducted individually or in small groups. Nevertheless, if 

the tutoring is tuition-centers, the class may range from 20-30 per class to even 60 

in some cases (Marimuthu et al., 1991 as cited in Bray, 1999). For the purpose of 

this research, the term of private tutoring is minimized into private tutoring that 

the tutoring-learning process occurs in either student or tutor’s house. Regardless, 

the used service could be one-on-one tutoring or small-group tutoring. 

Moreover, teaching English to young learners can be effective before puberty 

since their brains are still able to use the mechanisms that assisted first language 

acquisition (Cameron, 2001). Commonly, the specific intentions of parents who 

promptly hired a private tutor at home besides exclusive individual attention are 

because they aware of their children’s value of academic achievement in the 

future and believe the importance effort qualities and self-regulation in learning 

(Ireson & Rushforth, 2014). In this case, parents could consider private tutoring 

because it provides a chance to represent the answer to parents’ expectations for 

intensive tutoring and learning activities. Here, they could also keep maintaining 

the learning process, continuing to maximize helping the children acquire the 

English language started from earlier age seeing as not all of the parents have the 

ability and opportunity to teach.  

From the statements above, some student teachers at the English Department 

of Universitas Jambi become getting the opportunity to teach English for students 

at the elementary level and practice their knowledge in an informal setting. They 

do private tutoring because of their PLP (Pengenalan Lapangan Persekolahan) 

only offers practice in the Junior High School or Senior High School. It seems 

like private tutoring gives mutual benefits for parents who expect their children to 
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learn English intensively and for the student teachers could be able to do an early 

practice and utilize their ability in teaching English to young learners. Because of 

the phenomenon, the researcher examined the student teachers’ experience in 

tutoring English to young learners. 

Consequently, this research is important because of practice tutoring English 

earlier for the student teachers in the first until the sixth semester could give them 

experiences, and well-prepared before getting the subject of PLP in the seventh 

semester. In addition, it obviously benefits the student to get extra income and the 

actualization of theories that had learned in the English Department.  

Through this research, the researcher refers to the current practice of tutoring 

English to young learners in informal settings particularly at private tutoring that 

already had done by experienced student teachers in the English Department of 

Universitas Jambi. In this research, there are many aspects that less covered, and 

expected to be conducted by the other researchers who interested to conduct 

research on similar topics. 

1.2 Formulation of Research Questions 

As the researcher stated in the background, this research is formulated into:  

1. How do student teachers prepare tutoring English to young learners? 

2. How do student teachers arrange the tutoring duration? 

3. What challenges do the student teachers have at English private tutoring? 
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1.3 Purpose of the Research 

Based on the research questions, the purpose of this research are:  

1. To understand the way student teachers prepare tutoring young learners at 

English private tutoring  

2. To understand the way student teachers organize tutoring duration. 

3. To know student teachers’ challenges in tutoring young learners at English 

private tutoring. 

1.4 Scopes and Limitations of the Research 

This research properly conducted in the English Department of Universitas 

Jambi. The participants were the student teachers who had experiences in tutoring 

English for 7-12 years old children and get paid to do it at private tutoring. 

Moreover, this research only focused on exploring the experiences of the student 

teachers at the English Department of Universitas Jambi when they did tutoring 

English to young learners at private tutoring.  

The researcher did not address the aspects such as parents satisfactory to the 

ways of student teachers tutoring, and solely looked for participants from the 

English Department of Universitas Jambi, not specifically from the particular of 

generous language centers like LIA or Excellent or any certain private tutoring in 

Jambi Province.  

1.5 Significance of the Research 

This research was aimed to deliver benefits for other student teachers in the 

English Department of Universitas Jambi who have a desire to do tutoring English 

for young learners, but still clueless by learning from the experiences that have 

shared. Then, for the experienced student teachers to share their knowledge and 
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information in tutoring English to young learners at private tutoring for better 

improvement. Through this research, the findings are expected to contribute to the 

literature of teaching English to young learners outside the school hour especially 

at private tutoring. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

Young learners: some students in the elementary school of Jambi Province started 

from grades 1-6 around 7-12 years old. 

Informal setting: Any educational activity carried on outside the framework of the 

formal system, to provide selected types of learning.  

Tutoring: A form of supplementary education to give the young learners extra 

assistance that is difficult to obtain in regular schools (Aurini, J. & Davies, S., 

2004). 

Private tutoring: A kind of tutoring where the student teachers at the English 

Department of Universitas Jambi as tutors come to their student’s house or student 

who will come to the tutors’ house. 

One-on-one tutoring: A tutoring service when the tutor only concerns on teaching 

an individual student.  


