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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of The Problem 

Writing is oneof the tools to communicate non-verbally. It is one of 

the language skills that people have and use to express their ideas, opinion 

through written communication. Sometimes, the people feel difficult to share 

to share the ideas orally. Thus, they can share their ideas each with other 

through writing. In other words, writing demands people to think about what 

they want to write and explore their ideas in sentence. It makes the problem 

for the people to explore their ideas easily through writing. 

The researcher defined writing as one of important skills that should 

be learning by the students. Writing also required the students to consider 

some aspects such as vocabulary, spelling, fluency, grammar and puctuation 

marks of their writing. According to Nunan (2005) stated that writing was “a 

complex, recursive and creative process that requires the students to develop 

an efficient and effective composing process”. Writing is a way of 

communication from someone to say idea or feeling to the other writing form. 

It helped the learner gains independence, comprehensibility, fluency and 

creativity in writing. A language skill is used to communicate undirectly, not 

face with other people or directly. 

Moreover, Brown (2003) stated that writing is not easy skill because 

students need to consider some processes in order to produce a good writing. 
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Those processes are prewriting, outlining, writing, and polishing. In addition, 

having a good writing does not happen overnight because it involves a 

process which consists of five steps: prewriting, writing a first draft, sharing, 

revising into a second draft, and editing into final draft. 

One of several types of text is recount text. Recount is a text which 

retell events of experiencesin the past. Its purpose is either to inform or to 

entertain the audience. Recount text is a text telling the reader what happened. 

It retells a past event. It begins by telling the reader who was involved, what 

happened, where this event took place and when it happened (Brown, 2003). 

However, recount text is genre of text that researcher focused on. 

Recount text had complicated features such as social function, language 

features and generic structure. It should be comprehended all of features 

because it can be easy to write a recount text. 

The researcher conducted the preliminary interview in SMPN 13 

Kerinci. The reason why the researcher chose SMP N 13 Kerinci because the 

students still did not understand what recount text was. It was happened 

because the teacher mixed up the explanation about recount text and 

descriptive text. It made the students confused about recount text and also 

thestudents stated that their teacher did not teach many types of texts in 

English class. The teacher only taught the type of text in syllabus such as 

narrative, descriptive, and recount text. Each type of text was not only 

different in language features and generic structure, but also in social 
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functions. Furthermore, the students had to write a text based on the genre 

components. Thestudents had to consider some aspects before writing a text. 

They also should pay attention to vocabulary, spelling, grammar, and also 

punctuations of their writing. 

In this research, the researcher decided to use recount text as an 

assignment. The choice of this text was based on the syllabus grade VIII of 

SMP N 13 Kerinci. In addition, the researcher assumed that it was not easy or 

hard for students. Moreover, the specific objective of this research was to 

identify students‟ writing ability. 

Based on this background, the researcherwas interested in conducting 

the research about the students‟ ability in writing recount texts at SMP N 13 

Kerinci. Therefore this research was entitled “Students‟ Abillity In Writing 

Recout Text at Grade VIII of SMP N 13 Kerinci”.   

1.2 Research Question 

Based on the limitation of the problem above, the researcher 

formulated the research question as followed; “What are the level of 

students‟ability in writing recount text at SMPN 13 Kerinci ?” 

1.3 Purpose of the Research 

The purpose of this research was to describe students‟ ability in 

writing recount text at SMPN 13 Kerinci. 
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1.4 Limitation of the Problem 

In this research, the researcher only focused on students‟ ability in 

writing recount text in the aspect of grammar, organization, content, 

vocabulary and mechanics at SMPN 13 Kerinci. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Research 

The result of this research was expected to give contribution 

practically and theoritically: 

1. Students 

The results of this research hopefully could benefit to give information for 

the students who face problem in writing recount text. 

2. Teachers 

This research gave significant theoretical and practical contribution to 

English teaching and werelearning process and expected to be useful for 

English teachers to provide an alternative solution to solve the problems 

faced by the students. 

3. School 

This research was expected to be useful literature for English teaching 

especially in teaching writing recount text 

4. Next Researcher 

This study was expected to be able to give significant to other researchers 

as a reference for further studies on a similar topic. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Writing is skill that require the students to deliver the ideas from spoken 

language to written language which it can be understandable to the 

readers. (Harmer, 2004). 

2. Recount is the text telling the reader what happened. It retells a past 

event. It begins by telling the reader who was involved, what happened, 

where this event too place and when it happened (Pradiyono, 2007:63). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


