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MOTTO

“Be stronger than your strongest excuses”
(Unknown)

“Life begins at the end of your comfort zone”
(The researcher)

“Be patient, Allah is able to turn the worst situation into the best moment of your life”
(Unknown)
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ABSTRACT
Ilantri, Y, 2019. Exploring students’ interest in learning English at SMP Negeri 8
Kota Jambi.Thesis.English Education Study Program. Faculty of
Teacher and Training Education of Jambi university in Academic
Year 2019/2020. The first supervisor is Amirul Mukminin, S.Pd.,
M.Sc., Ph.D. the second supervisor is Hustarna, S.Pd., MA.
Key words: Students’ Interest, English
The purpose of this survey method research is to discover the type of the
students’ interest and the factors that influence the students’ interest during
learning English. A questionnaire was used as the instrument to 79 second graders
at SMP Negeri 8 Kota Jambi from random classes. The result of the distributed
questionnaire was computed and described into a presentation and diagram total
score descriptively. The finding of this research revealed that 30 students as 37.53
% population the students’ interest was categorized into Medium which internal
factors dominated the students’ interest. It is found that joy, psychology and
attention are the dominant factors that influence the students’ interest. Which is in
the internal factors, the interest is influenced from the inside. Based on this
research the students are indicated have lack of enjoyment during the class. While
the teachers’ methodologies and activities also were indicated as the dominant
factors of external factors.

vi

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Alhamdulillahirobbil’alamin, thanks to Allah, the single power in the
universe, for all the mercy, blessing, chance, fortune and experience. Also, peace
be upon own propet Muhammad SAW, the good inspiration in the world. The
writer could finish this thesis entitled “Exploring Students’ Interest in Learning
English at” SMP Negeri 8 Kota Jambi.
The writer has obtained significant supports, advices, suggestions and
helps from many sides in conducting and arranging this thesis. Furthermore, she
would express her thankfulness in depth to:
1. BapakAmirul Mukminin, S.Pd., M.Sc., Ph.D and ibu Hustarna, S.Pd., MA as
my first and second supervisor who has given the guidance, correction,
valuable suggestion, support patience and time throughout all the stages of
this thesis.
2. Ibu Lilik Ulfiati, S.Pd., M.Pd ibu Nely Arif, S.Pd., M.Pd and bapak Rd. M.
Ali, S.Pd., M.Pd as the examiners team.
3. Ibu Lilik Ulfiati, S.Pd., M.Pd as my best academic supervisor who have
always helped and guided me during my study in English study program of
Jambi University patiently.
4. Ibu Delita Sartika, S.S., M.ITS.,P.hD as the headmaster of English study
program who always helped me while I was studying in English study
program
5. All of English study program lecturers who had taught me great experience in
the Teacher Training and Education Faculty (FKIP).

vii

6. The headmaster, teachers, entire staffs and students of SMP Negeri 8 Kota
Jambi.
7. My father (Purnawarman) and my mother (Zakiyah) who had done a lot of
incredible hard works for me. Thank you for always praying and hardworking
for me, Askar and Fanza. We are so proud of both of you for the wonderful
love that always you give to us.
8. My lovely little brother and little sister, Askar and Fanza Qudsiah as the two
of the best things of mine.
9. My Pakwo Koni T. thank you for helping my family in our hard times and
situation from the past until today.
10. My grandfather (A. Baidowi) and my grandmother (Maisaro) as my idols
since I was young, this day and forever. Thank you for always proud of me.
Thank you for always being there for me when I felt I was left by the entire
world.
11. My grandfather, Pidilis (alm) and my grandmother, Mustiwi. Thank you for
supporting me and praying for me.
12. My uncles,Muqti and Syukur, thanks a bunch for always teaching me and
guiding me to survive in my hard times.
13. Also, all of my entire family I would like to say thank you very much for the
support, attention, finance and motivation.
14. Special thanks to BM and kak Tatik who have helped and support me in my
hard time in writing this thesis.

viii

15. My big sisters from another mother, kak Kiki Soang and My yeobu Sari.
Thanks for being my home when I am apart from my family, and always
helping and taking care of me as my big sisters.
16. All of my friends in English Department 2015, thanks for comfortable
friendship. Especially for Eyuski buntu, Dzulia as the smart girl,Meysi toke,
beb Imelda, Virna bessek, Desi cingu, Disa, Melva, Indah, Oktal kincai,
Wahyu, Adam, Qodri and Gilang from I class who always helping me and
being my “home” when I am apart from my family.
Finally, the writer knows and believes that thesis is far from being
perfect. Thus, comments, critics, and constructive suggestions and advices are
much appreciated.

Jambi, October 2019
The Researcher,

Yuyun Ilantri

ix

LIST OF CONTENTS
APPROVAL ................................................................................................................... i
LETTER OF RATIFICATION ..................................................................................... ii
DECLARATION OF ORIGINALITY.......................................................................... iii
MOTTO.......................................................................................................................... iv
DEDICATION ............................................................................................................... v
ABSTRACT .................................................................................................................. vi
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ............................................................................................. vii
TABLE OF CONTENTS ............................................................................................. x
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the Research .................................................................................. 1
1.2Research Question .................................................................................................. 2
1.3Purpose oftheResearch ............................................................................................ 2
1.4Limitation ofthe Research ....................................................................................... 2
1.5 Significance ofthe Research ................................................................................... 2
CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Definition of Interest ............................................................................................. 3
2.1.1 Interest in Learning English ................................................................................ 5
2.2 Types of Interest ................................................................................................... 8
2.2.1 Individual Interest ............................................................................................... 8
2.2.2Situational Interest ............................................................................................... 10
2.3 Classification of Interest ....................................................................................... 11
2.4 Factors Improve Interest ....................................................................................... 12
2.4.1Enjoyment ........................................................................................................... 12
2.4.2Motivation ........................................................................................................... 12
2.4.3 Attention ............................................................................................................. 12
2.4.4 Need ................................................................................................................... 13
2.4.5 Desire ................................................................................................................. 13
2.5Learning English .................................................................................................... 13
2.5.1 Listening Skill .................................................................................................... 13
2.5.2 Reading Skill ...................................................................................................... 14
x

2.5.3 Speaking Skill ..................................................................................................... 15
2.5.4 Writing Skill ....................................................................................................... 16
2.6 English Elements ................................................................................................... 16
2.7 English Young Learners ........................................................................................ 18
2.8 Review of Related Previous Research .................................................................... 19
CHAPTER III METHODOLOGY
3.1 Research Design .................................................................................................... 22
3.2 Research Site and Access ....................................................................................... 22
3.3 Population and Sampling ....................................................................................... 22
3.3.1 Population and Sample........................................................................................ 22
3.3.2 Sampling Technique ........................................................................................... 23
3.4 Data Collection ...................................................................................................... 24
3.5 Data Analysis ........................................................................................................ 25
CHAPTER IV FINDING AND DISCUSSION
4.1 Finding .................................................................................................................. 33
4.2 Discussion ............................................................................................................. 44
CHAPTER V CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS
5.1Conclusions ............................................................................................................ 48
5.2 Suggestions ........................................................................................................... 48
REFERENCES............................................................................................................... 27
APPENDENCES ............................................................................................................ 31

xi

LIST OF TABLES
Table 3.1 List of students’ number .................................................................................. 24
Table 3.2 Students’ interest questionnaire grid ................................................................ 26
Table 3.3 Internal factors questionnaire grid .................................................................... 27
Table 3.4 External factors questionnaire grid .................................................................... 28
Table 3.5Likert scale of students’ interest scoring ............................................................ 30
Table 3.6 Likert scale of students’ interest factors ............................................................ 30
Table 4.1 Result description of students’ interest .............................................................. 32
Table 4.2 Students’ interest categories.............................................................................. 33
Table 4.3 Result description of students’ internal factors .................................................. 34
Table 4.4 Students’ internal interest categories ................................................................. 35
Table 4.5 Result description of students’ external factors ................................................. 36
Table 4.6 Students’ interest external factors ..................................................................... 37

xii

LIST OF PICTURES
Picture 4.1 Bar diagram categories of students’ interest .................................................... 34
Picture 4.2 Bar diagram categories of students’ internal factors ........................................ 36
Picture 4.3 Bar diagram categories of students’ external factors ....................................... 38

xiii

LIST OF APPENDICES
Appendix 1Result of students’ interest
Appendix 2 Result of students’ internal factors
Appendix 3 Result of students’ external factors
Appendix 4 Students’ mean score
Appendix 5 Questionnaire of students’ interest
Appendix 6 Questionnaire of students’ internal interest
Appendix 7 Questionnaire of students’ external factors
Appendix 8 Research documentation

xiv

